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RP stocks expected 
to continue bull run 
into next year 


Basilan folk flee 
homes as fight looms 


By Julie S. Alipala in Isabela City 

and Alcuin Papa in Manila 

MARINES HAVE BEGUN DEPLOYING ON BASILAN 
Island and residents have started to flee thelr homes 
inthe face of defiant Moro rebel announcements 
‘that there will be no compliance with the military ul- 
‘timatum for the surrender by yesterday of those re- 
‘sponsible for the grisly Killing of 14 soldiers. 


LEFTISTS prepare a “monster 
President Macapagal-Arroyo for today’s 
protest rally. JOAN BONDOC 


Sona 2006: 
Some promises 
were not kept 


ByTonyS. Bergonia 


ABOUT A YEAR AGO TODAY, PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo stood on the same stage 
she will stand on today, still shaken by a coup 
attempt that came close to bringing her con- 
troversy-ridden administration to an abrupt 
end. 

The plot to unseat her haunted Ms Arroyo 
as she delivered her sixth State of the Nation 
‘Address (Sona) on July 24, 2006, barely four 
months after a group of ranking military offi- 
cers came a general's nod away from toppling 
her administration. 

If she was jarred by the thought of some of 
her finest military officers plotting against 
her, it didn't show in the tone of her voice, or 
inher body language. 

But her speech devoted a few lines on the 
plotters’ failure. 

“The few mutineers have been condemned 
by the people,” Ms Arroyo said in her 2006 
Sona. “They and their partisan cohorts and 
funders are being brought to justice. To the 
greater number of soldiers and policemen 
Who stood by the Constitution, thank you 
very much.” 

Ms Arroyo said those words as the man who 
was largely credited with nipping the coup plot 
in the bud sat in the audience—Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Esperon. 

In the wee hours of Feb. 24, 2006, Esperon 
left a hush-hush meeting of major service 
commanders and other ranking officers of the 
AFP in Camp Aguinaldo to deliver an urgent 
message straight to Ms Arroyo in Mala- 
ccafiang—a coup was in the works. 

‘The plot fell apart as morning broke on Feb. 
25, the day it was to be executed. 
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CHIPS IN HUMANS 


High-tech helpers 
or surveillance tools? 


I MIAMI—CITYWATCHER.COM, 
a provider of surveillance 
equipment, attracted litle no- 
tice itselfuntil a year ago 
when two of its employees had 
glass-encapsulated microchips 
with miniature antennas em- 
bedded in their arms. 

‘The “chipping” of two work- 
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AVERICHIP, held with a pair of tweezers in this 2002 file photo, 
offers security and medical identification benefits when 
implanted in people. 


ers with RFIDs—radio frequen- 
cy identification tags as long as 
two grains of rice and as thick 
as a toothpick—was merely a 
way of restricting access to 
vaults that held sensitive data 
and images for police depart- 
ments, a layer of security be- 
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Palace fails in last-ditch 
effort to resolve 
speakership issue 


Not even a gate pass 


for Trillanes at Sona 
By Gil Cabacungan Jr, 


ALL DRESSED UP WITH 
nowhere to go. 

Despite the more than 11 
millon Filipinos who voted 
him into the Senate, thus 
entitling himtoat ieast a 
cate pass for today's State 
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Antiterror law top 


issue in GMA Sona 


She will also call for unity, cite economic gains 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


WHEN PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo ad- 
dresses the nation today, 
she will issue a call for 
unity and mention the 
government's fight 
against terrorism through 
the Human Security Act 
(HSA) of 2007, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
yesterday said. 


‘The antiterror law took effect on 
July 15. 

In a 31-minute-long State of the 
Nation Address (Sona) that she is ex- 
pected to deliver at the opening ofthe 
14th Congress in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the President will also 
stress the need to further strengthen 
the country’s economic gains. 

‘As in Sonas past, protesters are 
expected to gather in the vicinity of 
the House of Representatives to pre- 
sent their version of the state of the 
nation, usually in stark contrast to 
the President's speech. 

Militant groups like the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) said 
they would put the spotlight on the 
antiterror law, which they fear 
would lead to more human rights 
violations, forced disappearances 
and political killings. 

In her seventh Sona, Ms Arroyo 
will also touch on the commitments 
she made in previous addresses, in- 
cluding the one last year in which she 
unveiled massive infrastructure pro- 
grams in super regions, according to 
her political adviser Gabriel Claudio. 
(Gee story at left.) 

“It’s partly updating, validation 
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FIRST MASS. Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi addresses a Mass at the Mary Queen of Apostles Parish Church in Parañaque City, 
his first since he was released by his kidnappers in Lanao del Norte. 
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Bishops won’t condone kidnap gambit 


By Nikko Dizon 


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY 
does not condone the reported “kidnap- 
for-kidnap” gambit that the government 
had reportedly employed to secure the 
release of Fr. Giancarlo Bossi, Archbish- 
‘op Antonio Ledesma said yesterday. 

“We would not condone that because 
that is another violation of human 
rights,” said Ledesma, vice president of 
the influential Catholic Bishops’ Confer- 


ence of the Philippines (CBCP). 

The Cagayan de Oro prelate said he 
had read Saturday's INquinER report that 
said government agents had seized fami- 
ly members of the leader of the kidnap- 
pers in a bid to secure the release of the 
Italian missionary. 

Even if it meant Bossis freedom, 
Ledesma said that such a strategy was 
another form of violence. 

“We cannot condone this violence-to- 
violence act,” he said. 


The CBCP also has a “standing rule 
that it would not pay ransom for any 
priest who has been kidnapped,” said 
Ledesma. 

Bossi, 57, celebrated his first Sunday 
Mass at a suburban church since his re- 
lease, The Associated Press reported. 
About 200 people applauded as Bossi got 
uptospeak. 

“I still feel like a prisoner,” he jokingly 
said, adding that he was overwhelmed 
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Summit ends with citizens having fewer liberties 


By Amando Doronila 


MALACAÑANG HAS DEFLECTED 
calls of the Supreme Court-led le- 
gal summit for President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to order a stopto extra- 
Judicial killings with a promise to 
take a "serious look” at its recom- 


mendations. 


Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita at the outset undermined 


London. 
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Synovate's first Media Atlas 
survey found that of the more 
than 1.34 million Filipinos who 
read English newspapers and be- 
long to the ABCD classes in 
Greater Manila, 46 percent read 
the Noumer, 44 percent the 
Manila Bulletin, and 36 percent 
the Philippine Star. 


toen 


readers. 


the Palace's seriousness of pur- 
pose when he downgraded the 
summit recommendations as a 
“complementary effort” to what 
he said the executive 
branch had been doing 

je bloodshed. 

The summit announced its rec- 
ommendations on Tuesday at the 
end of the multisectoral confer- 
ence attended by human rights 


‘The Inquinen had an estimated 
readership of over 614,000 from 
the ABCD classes. The Manila 
Bulletin came in second with 
about 586,000 ABCD readers, 
while the Philippine Star placed 
third with over 488,000 ABCD 


‘The Greater Manila area cov- 
ered by the survey includes Metro 


Manila and nearby Meycauayan 


and Antipolo City. 
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in Bulacan, Bacoor in Cavite, San 
Pedro in Laguna, Cainta in Rizal 


Thirteen percent of the house- 
holds belong to the AB class, 
earning more than P50,000 a ai 
month, while 17 percent belong 9 
to the C+ class, with a monthly 


E imquinen 


groups and law enforcement orga- 
nizations, including the Armed 
Forces, the Philippine National Po- 
lice and the Department of Justice. 

in describing the 
recommendations as 
'a complementary ef- 
fort” to Palace actions, Ermita 
said “they know the efforts of the 
President to address the extraju- 
dicial killings,” implying that the 


summit resolutions were super- 
fluous. 

‘The problem is that the summit 
participants did not recognize 
these “efforts” were ever made at 
all. This was the reason they for- 
mulated a number of resolutions, 
including calling for the adoption 
of new laws that would empower 
investigators to search state and 
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Inquirer most-read English daily, says poll 


‘THE PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 

seis the English daily newspaper of 

choice for almost half or 46 percent 

of those who read English daily 

newspapers in the Greater Manila 

area, according to a recent survey 
conducted by Synovate. 

Synovate is the market re- 

search arm of Aegis Group Pic., a 

marketing services firm based in 
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COTABATO CITY—TAXPAYER MONEY 
amounting to at least P300 million was 
spent last year to ensure the attendance 
of congressmen at House hearings, par- 
ticularly when bills certified as urgent 
by Malacañang were on the agenda. 

Sources said the funds were given 
to congressmen as “attendance al- 
lowances” when their presence was 
needed to achieve a quorum, espe- 
cially when key administration bills 
were on the line and needed their 
votes. 

Each congressman received P250,000 
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Solons paid to attend sessions? 


tobe present, said the sources. 

Last year, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo sent to the House 10 bills that 
she had certified as urgent. 

One source said that with 120 con- 
gressmen needed for a quorum, the 
funds to ensure their attendance ran 
up to P30 million per bill. 

“Easily there were 10 Malacafiang 
certified bills last year,” said the 
source. “That's P300 million.” 

The funds, the sources said, came 
from the budget of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


19.1% | 10.0% 
20.2% | 11.3% 
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income 
and stocks 


Primarily 
stocks 


Jnvest wisely. Important 


“It’s taxpayer money” said one 
source, who declined to be identified. 

But Speaker Jose de Venecia 
laughed off the alleged dole. 

“Its out-of this world. It’s terrible. 
I’s most unfair,” he told the INQUIRER. 

De Venecia, who is eyeing an un- 
precedented fifth term as Speaker, 
said such an expense would never es- 
cape the scrutiny of the Commission 
on Audit and the House committee on 
accounts. Charlie C. Señase, Inquir- 
er Mindanao; Christian V. Esguerra, 
Manila 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: The whole country wil contin to have partly cody to 
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in the afternoon or vering. 
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The Sun Life Prosperity Balanced Fund is the simplest investment choice you can make? 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


WITH ONLY A FEW HOURS 
left before President Macapagal- 
Arroyo delivers her State of the 
Nation Address (Sona) at the 
opening of the 14th Congress 
this afternoon, the issue of who 
will be next Speaker of the 
House of Representatives is far 
from settled. 


A last-ditch bid supposedly by Malacañang to 
finally end the impasse between two of its allies, 
who both aspire to be Speaker, failed yesterday. 

As a result, both Pangasinan Rep. Jose de Vene- 
dia and Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia said yesterday 
they would contest the speakership in the plenary 
assembly scheduled this moming. 

Both contenders have ruled out further 
talks. 

“No more meetings. We've accommodated 
all their requests already,” De Venecia, who is 
eyeing a record fifth term, told the Inquirer. 

Garcia also slammed the door on De Venecia, 
saying there would be no further discussions. 

Garcia was apparently incensed by De 
Venecia’s “maneuver” of dragging Mala- 
cañang into their dispute. 


Majority congressmen 

‘On Saturday, De Venecia announced that Mala- 
cafiang had invited majority congressmen to a 
caucus to select a Speaker through secret ballot! 
ing. The caucus, set at 9 a.m. yesterday in Mala- 
cafiang, was canceled apparently because the 
Garcia camp decided to boycott it 

“It was a good thing also that it was canceled 
because if it happened, we would go (around) 
town accusing the President of intervening," Gar- 
ia told the Ivguren during an “all-party” caucus 
atthe Manila Golf Club in Makati yesterday. 

Malacafiang, however, has opted to keep its 
distance from the speakership row but ex- 
pressed confidence it would be resolved fairly 
today by members of the House. 

“The Palace did not see the propriety or ad- 
visability of directly intervening to resolve the 
matter of leadership in the House,” the Presi- 
dent's political adviser, Gabriel Claudio, said 
ina text message. 


Statesmanship and decorum 

“We rely on the members of the House to exer- 
cise the statesmanship and decorum to settle the 
speakership issue among themselves,” he added. 

Claudio said the Palace did not believe the 
bitter rivalry would develop into a “crisis.” 

“Both sides are conscious of the need to sertie 
the speakership row before the Sona so that the 
President can deliver her speech in an atmosphere 
of cooperation and civility," Claudio said. 

Both the De Venecia and Garcia camps also 
expressed confidence the dispute would not 
scuttle the President's Sona. 

Former Majority Leader Prospero Nograles, a 
De Venecia ally, had floated the possibility in the 
case the lower house failed to elect a leader. 

Rep. Luis Villafuerte, president of the Kaba- 
likat ng Malayang Pilipino (Kampi), Ms Ar- 
royo's party, said he would move for the elec- 
tion ofan acting Speaker so as not to delay the 
President's Sona in the event of a protracted 
debate on the speakership issue. 

According to Villafuerte, in case of failure to 
lect a Speaker before 3 p.m. today, the House 
‘members may either elect an acting speaker just 
for the purpose of representing the House to pre- 
side over the joint session, or could designate the; 
House secretary general to do so. H 

Villafuerte is supporting Garcia's bid while Inte“ 
rior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, Kampi chair, heads a. 
faction of the party rooting for De Venecia. 


Secret ballot 

Garcia said a new Speaker could be selected 
within an hour if De Venecia's camp would agree 
on holding the election via a secret ballot. 

He said this procedure would allow repre- 
sentatives “the fullest opportunity and free- 
dom to express their individual preference 
without fear of displeasing anybody.” 

De Venecia had agreed to a secret ballot but; 
only ina majority caucus, not in the plenary: 

The 32-member minority bloc was also in; 
favor of a secret ballot, according to opposi- 
tion Rep. Rufus Rodriguez of Cagayan de’ 
Oro. 

“Lam just wondering why (De Venecia and 
his supporters) are strongly, almost violently, 
‘opposed to a secret ballot if indeed they have; 
the numbers,” Garcia said. i 
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. Correction 


IN EARLY EDITIONS OF THE JULY 20 1S- 
sue, a story on Page A6 carried an erro- 
neous headline. The headline should 
have read, “Chinese candy maker 
protests—not protects—ban from RR” 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirer:com. ph. 
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Militants push ‘amparo’ to find colleagues 


LUCENA CITY—THE MILITANT KILU- 

+ | sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) 

urged rhe Supreme Court to expedite its 

implementation of the “writ of amparo” 

to facilitate the search for missing ac- 
tivists or "desaparecidos." 

Danilo Ramos, secretary general of 

KMR one of the participants in the re- 


cent Supreme Court summit on extraju- 
dicial killings, said it was agreed upon 
during the conference that the “writ of 
amparo” would be used to help locate 
and safeguard missing activists, as well 
as compel state institutions to open up 
all their facilities to probers. 
“We are now asking the high court to 
speed up the process because time is 


www.selfoundation.com 


really of the essence,” Ramos said in 
a statement. 

He said Jonas Burgos, Nilo Arado, 
Sherlyn Cadapan, Karen Empeno and 
other missing activists all need legal 


help through the “writ ofamparo.” 


Former Chief Justice Artemio Pan- 
ganiban said the writ had been used in 
‘totalitarian countries to protect the 
rights of victims of disappearances. 

Pangariben explained the wit would 
compel state agents to look for a missing 

And if the court were to find that the 
officials did not exert enough efort in find- 
ing that person, it could hold them liable. 

In the Philippines, relatives of missing 
persons usually filed a petition for habeas 
corpus to compel the state to produce vic- 
tims of forced disappearance. 

But citing his own experience, Chief 
Justice Reynato Puno said petitions for 
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habeas corpus usually ended up with 
state agents simply denying that they 
had the missing person in their custody. 

“With the writ implemented, the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines would 
be punished if it did not exhaust all ef- 
forts to find missing activists, It also 
curtails their time to harass and malign 
our organization and members. To es- 
cape blame and to divert the issue, they 
are investigating us and those who are 
missing, while all evidence points to the 
military as the culprits,” Ramos said, 

Delfin T. Mallari Jt, Inquirer South- 
ernLuzon 
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PEOPLE HANDLING SKILLS 


September 4 - 6, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Being promoted, having subordinates, and getting a 
bigger office do not automatically make you a 
leader. It requires leafning and using a whole new set 
of behavioral and conceptual skills. Learn how to 
handle people by knowing your different roles, 
understanding your responsibilities, and expanding 
your comfort zone. Know how to communicate with 
subordinates, peers, and superiors and create an 
‘atmosphere of willingness. With People Handling Skills, 
you will: 

Deliver results that substaniially contribute to the 

company's plans 

Focus your people's efforts toward achieving the 

organization's goals 

Develop the best in your people 

Understand how leaders successfully make the 

transition to higher responsibilities 

Build a better work relationship with your peers, 

subordinates, and superiors 

Accept the accountability that goes with leadership 

Positions 

Exercise power, authority, and credibility 

* Align your people's efforts through effective coaching 
and counseling 
Learn to use discipline as a problem-solving tool 


Start leading people, 


|, This program is for supervisors and managers who wish to 
$, master the fundamentals of people handing. 


NEGOTIATING SUCCESSFULLY 


September 4 - 6, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


You can't always get everything you want, but you 
can make sure you get what you need and more 
through skilful negotiation. Size up your opponents 
and plan accordingly. Learn how to analyze 
concessions and evaluate risks while negotiating. 
Close the deal with the best possible outcome for 
your group. With Negotiating Successfully you will: 


+ Optimize your negotiating skills 

+ Arm yourself with complete information to avoid 
unpleasant surprises 
Go to the negotiation table prepared for the 
unexpected 
Give and take concessions without losing ground 
Discover the tools that increase your power as a 
negotiator 
Manage the situation when negotiating as a team 
Use negotiations as a means by which to develop 
lasting relationships with your counterpart 
Detect hidden pressures and be able to protect 
yourself against them 


Never get shortchanged again. 


This program is for sales and marketing executives, sales and 
marketing supervisors, administrative officers, purchasing 
officers, account executives, account officers, business 
development officers, collection officers, account managers, 
product managers, and sales managers who want to develop 
their negotiating skills. 


TRAINING THE TRAINERS 


September 4 - 6, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Training is an investment in your people, so don't 
waste your employees’ fime and your organization's 
money with ineffective programs and seminars. They 
must be designed properly to address a set of 
specific needs, employing the right methodology for 
maximum learning and audience Impact. They have 
to be in line with organizational goals and then 
evaluated properly to determine success. With 
Training the Trainers you will be able to: 
+ Align all training with your organization's goals 
+ Assess your readiness to become a trainer 
+ Understand the dynamics and chemistry of training 
* Appreciate the entire training management cycle 
+. Assess your people's training needs more 
effectively 
+ Design more dynamic programs 
+ Employ the best methodologies for each training 
session 
+ Understand the importance of “behind the scenes" 
preparation 
+ Troin ike a pro 
* Evaluate programs and make sure their effects last 


Make the most out of your investment. 


This program is for trainers, training officers, human 
resource and personnel officers and managers who wont 
fo assess their readiness to become trainers, utilize the best 


For inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrie-jensen.com 
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Samar crash kills 10 


TACLOBAN CITY— of Barangay Peña, 20 brought to different was. identified as a 4 Al 
At least 10 people km from the city funeral parlors in certain “Fernan.” A AL 
who had just regis- proper. Calbayog, hesaid. Joey A. Gabieta, In- 

tered for the Sanggu- The fatalities were The truck driver quirer Visayas 


niang Kabataan 

(Youth Council) elec- 

tions were killed and 

and 33 others were 

injured in a road 

crash in a remote vil- 

lage of Calbayog City PSBank: 

in n province P o 

Sunday afternoon. GO, ey 


Police said the vic- 
tims, who were on a eS 
dip track were on Time DEFOSIT 
their way home after 
registering for Octo- 
bers barangay and 
SK elections at the 
Commission on Elec- 
tions office here when 
they met the accident 
at 3 p.m, in Barangay 
Cagsalaosao, 8 km 
from the city proper. 
SPO4 Saturnino 
Gatigan said most of gi aan ee 
the passengers were 
young people. 
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NBI’s ‘new blood’ to head probe of political killings 


By Tina G. Santos political killings, the National Bu- bringing in “new blood” to “We need young blood and extrajudicial killings and forced dis- appointed chief of the Intelli- 

Teau of Investigation has an- strengthen the’ agency's opera- proactive leaders atthe bureau to appearances," said Deputy Director gence Special Operations Divi 

‘EXPRESSING ALARM OVER THE nounced a revamp aimed at tionsin the countryside. handle priority cases, particularly Reynaldo Esmeralda, head of the sion, replacing Head Agent Allan 

li 2 NBI regional operationsservice. Contado, who was made head of 
Esmeralda ed concem the Anti-Graft Division. 


express 
s te over the recent spate of political Others who were appointed to 
It's BACK, its BETTER! . Kilings in Tacoban. Leyte. Nakaka- new posts were Manel Almen- 
If you missed the last great sale, R alarm sa region na yon (it is alam- dares and Manuel Antonio Eduarte, 
now is your FINAL chance to get the = 1 bogin tharregion), headmised. regional director and executive offl- 
latest models and designs at E: ‘On the revamp that took effect cer, respectively, for Bicol ri 4 
avery apeced disocimt ¥¢ 13 on July 16, Head Agent Angelito Max Salvador, acting regional direc- 
~ avery speci Ki oa e Magno was appointed chiefofthe tor for Central Mindanao; Johnard 
\ including some 2007 models Ld Special Action Unit, replacing As- Malvar, executive officer Violence 
sistant Regional Director Vicente Against Women and Children Divi- 
from July 6 to July 30, 2007 de Guzman III who was named sion; Noel Morales, chief of the Se- 

= = chief of the Anti-Fraud and Com- curity Management Division; 
puter Crimes Division (AFCCD). Dante Pua, executive officer, Office 
Regional Director Elfren Mene- ofthe Deputy Director for Intelligence 
ses, former chief of the AFCCD, re- Services; Rosalina Chiong, chief of the 
placed lawyer Jose Justo Yap as Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport 
chief of the Intellectual Property Division; Renato Mandawe, who was 
Rights Division. Yap was designat- transferred to the Cental Mindanao 
ed acting regional director of the Regional Office, and regional director 


Northeastern Mindanao Regional Jose Limmayog, who was reassigned 
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By Nikko Dizon tion to pinpoint the 3, Thevotertumout cally impossible.) (268,000), Zubiri 
causes of these dis- was abnormally high 5. Significant (257,100). 

TEN SENATORIAL crepancies. in at least two changes in rankings 8. The biggest los- 
candidates, seven of Halal said itexam- provinces: Maguin- suggest anomalous er was Kiram (about 
them from the ad- ined the provincial danao (93.5%) and provincial and city 253,400 votes). 
ministration-backed and city certificates Shariff Kabunsuan Comelec resultsinat 9. The votes for 
Team Unity, werethe of canvass (CoCs) (91.5%) and some least 12 provinces minor candidates 
“top gainers” from andthestatementsof municipalities in other and cities: Maguin- (Kapatiran, KBL and 
discrepancies in vote votes (SoVs) in the ARMM provinces. danao, Shariff Cantal) were shaved 
tallies in the precinct precinct level to i Kabunsuan, Tawi- nationwide. 
and provincial levels, come up with the re- Impossible tawi, Basilan, Lanao | 3 
aswellasintheCom- port. It also com- 4, The ballot fill- del Sur, Kalinga, Discrepancies 
mission on Elections pared the Comelec up rate was statisti- Davao del Sur, _10. Among the ma- 
(Comelec) and the and Namfrel senato- cally impossible inat Apayao, Sulu, Sultan jor candidates, the oth- 
National Citizens’ rial tallies at the least four cities: Que- Kudarat, Pasig and er big losers due to dis- 
Movement for Free provincial and city zonCity (15.3), Man- Occidental Mindoro. crepancies were Benig- 
Elections (Namfrel) levels. It looked into daluyong (13.0), 6. Compared to no Aquino IM, Cesar 
counts inthe May 14 the number of actual Pasig (12.6) and 2004, vote discrep- Montano, John Osme- 
elections, according voters, thenumber of Paranaque (12.6), ancies in 2007 were na and Nikki Coseteng. 
toan election watch- precincts canvassed and in six of the 22 lowerin 25 provinces Halas convenors 
dog. and the number of municipalities of and cities, including include former Sena- 

Halalang Maran- candidates voted for, Maguindanao. (The some ‘ARMM tor Wigberto Tanada 
gal, or Halal, said the among other indica- ballot fill-up rate is provinces, but higher Jr, former Comelec 
biggest beneficiary of tors of possible defined as the total in 73 provinces and Commissioner Mehol 
the tally discrepan- anomalies. votes for senator di- cities Sadain, election 
cies was TU candi- á vided by the number 7. The 10 biggest fraud whistleblower 
date Ralph Recto, Negligence of voters who actual- net gainers from the and retired Military 
who nonetheless lost The Halal audit ly voted. A ballot fill- discrepancies were Gen. Francisco Gu- 
inthesenatorialrace. made 10 summary up rate higher than Recto (275,800 dani and IT specialist 
Other gainers were conclusions: 12 is deemed statisti- votes), Villar Roberto Verzola. 
Manuel Villar, Juan 1. Essential infor- 
Miguel Zubiri, Fran- mation such as the 
cis Escudero, Francis number of precincts 
Pangilinan, Prospero actually tallied or the an a espe as 
Pichay, E Dien naib E see i ure is in your hands. Get the power behind success. 
sor, Vicente Sotto, who actually voted p .@ | | John Robert Powers has a program just for you.. Personality Development. 
Joker Arroyo and were missing or plain f d pay Communication Skills. Executive Grooming. Acting. Modeling. 
es Chavi” oe ~ A full range of workshops just right for the up and coming executive.. 
y of all the cities and 4 > j ; Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Certificate. 
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ram I, sultan of Su- gence or incompe- f L A (Makati City) (Quezon city) 
lu, who lost votes in tence on the part of 
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by the limelight and flurry of media in- 
terviews. 


Ransomed? 

‘On Saturday, Bossi told CBCPNews 
online at the Mary Queen of Apostles 
Parish in Parafiaque City that he be- 
lieved he was kidnapped for ransom but 
that he did not know if it was actually 

id. 

P Bossi, who was freed on Thursday, 
said he never feared for his life. He said 
he was “always in high spirits and a jol- 
Jy person. 

However, in the early days of his 40- 
day captivity, he wondered if he and his 
abductors were praying to the same 
God. 

“My abductors prayed with auto- 
matic weapons to their right and me, 
their hostage, to their left,” Bossi said. 
“Jf I have to pray thanking God with 
the Armalite on my hand and the pris- 


oner on my side, I would be ashamed 
topray.” 

He said that as a priest, he believed 
that “faith and life are one,” but his cap- 
tors “believed a gap exists between 
faith and life.” His captors had never 
told him they were “frustrated,” but ad- 
mitted they were “poor, poor subsis- 
tence fishermen,” he said. 

Bossi told CBCPNews that his captors 
never brought him to Basilan, but to 
Karomatan, Lanao del Norte. The Ital- 
ian missionary said his “personal idea” 
was he would be released by August or 
“abit later” 


Charges unlikely 

‘The Pontifical Institute for Foreign 
Missions (Pime), to which Bossi be- 
longs, announced in Zamboanga City 
that it would not allow Bossi to testify 
against his abductors. 

“lts been our way, our practice 
(not to file charges). It’s our way of 


life,” Fr. Gianni Sandalo, regional su- 
perior of the Pime, told reporters on 
Friday. 

Bossi earlier told reporters in Zam- 
boanga City that he knew the faces of 
his captors, and he would report them 
to the police if he saw them again. 

Bossi also said he was informed by 
his captors that they were members of 
the Abu Sayyaf Group based in Basilan 
and that the motive of the abduction 
was to get ransom. 

Senior Supt. Francisco Cristobal, 
Zamboanga Sibugay police chief, 
said Bossi remained the key to the fil- 
ing of a case against his kidnappers. 

“We really need his testimony, but we 
cannot force him to do so,” Cristobal 
said. 

Meeting with Pope 
Bossi, however, will talk to Pope 


Benedict XVI about his ordeal when 
he attends a youth meeting on Sept. 
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meer TT Bishops won't condone kidnap gambit 


ios E 


1-2 in the central Italian town of 
Loreto, said Msgr. Giuseppe Betori, 
secretary general of the Italian bish- 
ops’ conference and chief organizer 
ofthe event. 

In a statement, Betori said Boss!’s 
“courageous experience as a missionary 
‘ill enter into the hearts of many young 
people.” 

Bossi had told the Vatican-affiliated 
missionary news agency AsiaNews that 
he was due to return to Italy in mid-Au- 
gust, and that he would be glad to take 
part in the Loreto event. 

“It would be a truly marvelous mo- 
ment: I have never met the Pope it 
would really have great meaning for 
me,” Bossi told the agency on Satur- 
day. 

In an interview with Vatican Radio 
on Friday, Bossi thanked Benedict, who 
said last week that he was praying daily 
forBossi. With reports from Julie S. 
Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao, AP 
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Basilan folk flee homes ... 


From page Al 

“We are not going to war,” said Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon, chief of staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, in a text message to 
reporters in Camp Aguinaldo yesterday. “We 
are going to punish the beheaders.” 

‘Mohagher Iqbal, chief negotiator of the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front, told the INQUIRER yester- 
day that the MILF was rejecting government de- 
mands to tum over fighters involved in the July 
10 ambush in Basilan during which 10 of the 14 
‘Marines Killed were subsequently beheaded and 
mutilated—an act denounced by officials as 
“barbaric” and contrary to the norms of war. 

‘The soldiers were searching for kidnapped 
Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi when they were 
ambushed by MILF rebels, allegedly assisted by 
al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf bandits. Bossi, 57, 
was freed on Thursday after 40 days’ captivity 
in Karomatan, Lanao del Norte. 

Iqbal said there was no “moral basis” for 
the government demand because the killings 
happened during a “legitimate encounter” 
and there was no provision for such a demand 
even in the ceasefire accord between the 
MILF and the Philippine government. 

“We will wait for the aggressors to come,” he 
said. “Our fighters in Basilan will now invoke 
our right to self defense, which is God-given to 
anyone who is attacked right in his home.” 


Residents flee 

Bas Sattar Ali, an MILF member and represen- 
tative to the Basilan's ceasefire monitoring team, 
said rebel forces numbering “thousands” had 
been instructed to maintain a defensive position. 

“If we are being fired at, we will not fire back. 
Butif the government soldiers enter our territory, 
we will defend it to our last breath,” Ali told the 
Inque in a phone interview. 

Mayor Jakilan Karam said most of the 10,000 
residents in his town of Albarka were staying but 
some residents in the barangays of Ginata, Dina- 


pa, Makalang and Linungan had fied their homes. 

‘Acting Defense Secretary Norberto Gonza- 
les on Saturday ordered the military to mount 
punitive action against those responsible for 
the beheading of the soldiers unless the MILF 
surrenders them by yesterday. 

But as time ticked, only defiant statements 
came from MILF spokespersons. 

Brig. Gen. Ramiro Alivio, 1st Marine 
Brigade commander in Isabela, said he was 
waiting for the signal from higher-ups on 
when to launch the punitive action, 

“We are just buying time right now. We can- 
not declare when and how, it’s operational in 
nature,” Alivio said. 


No deadline extension 

Westem Mindanao Command chief Lt. Gen. 
Eugenio Cedo earlier said the ultimatum for the 
MILF to tum over those who were involved in the 
beheading would end today. He said the military 
did nothave any plan to extend the deadline, 

“The MILF leadership already knows our 
intention, that we have given them a time lim- 
it for them to understand what will be the 
consequence if they will not surrender the 
people who murdered our soldiers," he said. 

But Eid Kabalu, speaking for the MILF, said 
it had not been “determined if indeed MILF 
forces were behind the beheading.” 

“That's why we have to let the investigation 
begin. If war erupts, this will not be the mak- 
ing of the MILE” Kabalu said. 

‘Asource in the military said command con- 
ferences had been going on since last week as 
plans for an operations against the MILF were 
being discussed. 

‘Another source, a ranking official, said five 
Marine battalions had been dispatched to Basi- 
Jan. Several battalions have also been deployed 
to the Lanao provinces for a possible outbreak 
of violence in Central Mindanao. 

Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar, in a phone in- 

terview on Saturday 
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night, said while he 
could not prevent a 
possible military op- 
eration in his 
province, he did not 
want clashes to hap- 
pen and cause dis- 
placement of thou- 
sands of civilians. 
Akbar said he had 
met with Gov. Zaldy 
Uy Ampatuan of the 
Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao 
on contingent mea- 
sures for civilians and 
affected communities. 
Fr Ramon Ma. 
Bernabe, provincial 
head of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate in 
the Philippines and 
former president of 
Norte Dame Univer- 
sity in Cotabato City, 
said an impartial in- 
vestigation should be 
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work, according to 
the mechanisms of 
the prevailing cease- 
fire agreement.” 

Administration 
Sen. Richard Gordon 
also appealed to the 
Organization of the 
Islamic Conference to 
exercise its influence 
on the MILF to help 
pacify the situation in 
Mindanao. 

Gordon also joined 
the clamor for the 
AFP to give time to 
the tripartite body 
tasked to investigate 
the July 10 ambush. 

“Whoever did that 


beautiful! 


-UP 


is an outcast, an out- 
law” Gordon said, 
condemning what had 
been widely described 
as a “barbaric act” 
With reports from 
Nash B. Maulana, 
Joselle Badilla and 
Jeoffrey Maitem, In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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By Gil C, Cabacungan Jr. Estrada broke ranks with them, the op- easy to explain but they have a way of under the opposition banner in the From USA 
position—made up of Madrigal, Aquil- explaining it, so I hope the people will last elections should explain whythey [Tel No. 407-1605 / 407-1607 
‘THE LEADERSHIP OF DEPOSED PRESIDENT no Pimentel Jr, Manuel Roxas Il, Panfi- understand,” said Pimentel, who joined the administration bloc. 
Joseph Estrada of the opposition hasbeen putin- lo Lacson, Rodolfo Biazon, Loren would have been the opposition’s can- “After the public had entrusted a "a 
to question after his son, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, Legarda, Benigno Aquino INi and Anto- didate for Senate President. mandate to them, they have to show p g = i 
aligned himself with the administration coalition nio Trillanes IV—would beentering the “We could have elected the Senate that they are opposition. I don't think eXe 
thatelected Manuel Villar Senate President. 14th Congressastheminorityblocwith President between ourselves without they would get the number of votes 1 
‘Opposition Sen. Jamby Madrigal told little say on key committee positions. going to the administration," he said. they got if they ran under the admin- inal & Real 
Estrada in a letter that he was “partially re- Pimentel told reporters yesterday Lacson said the senators who won istration,” Lacson said. 700% Waterproofing Paint 
sponsible” for the opposition missing golden that Estrada was in 
‘opportunity to wrest control of the Senate af- an “unenviable posi- 
ter it won seven of the 12 Senate seats up for tion" after his sc 
grabs in the May 14 elections. er: Panasonic 
Madrigal said Estrada was “tolerating, if tration coalition. : 
not actively encouraging, the opposition to “President Estrada 
consort with the administration,” when he is known to be a ae >. 
consented to his son joining Genuine Opposi- prime mover of the [ff *Call Trans 
tion Senators Alan Peter Cayetano, Francis opposition and now, [pM ‘Musle-On-Hold Flexseal 
Escudero and Villar in the majority bloc apparently, his own : mH bane 
formed with nine administration senators. son is supporting a ie? f i White 
“You once told your son never toembarrass candidate who has - 
You Batnow your sonhas taken a prominent made arrangements LNFINITE com tor rman pamo iiig 
tole in embarrassing you,” said Madrigal, with the administra- STE 
who appealed to Estrada to step in and stop tion. That is not very bos CAMPBRIDGE Tel: 252-0531 
the opposition from losing its chance to take 
control of the Senate. 
“The country has kept you in its affections, 
but that affection will not survive a coward's 
compromising with his enemies, Merely to 
protect the privileges of your son, or to miti- 
gate a punishment poised to be handed down —— srt reek" 
by a court you have never fully recognized, to =p a 
do either of these things would be to prove e oa 
your detractors right and betray the con- 
stituency that has kept faith with you in good 
times and bad,” Madrigal said. 
‘The Sandiganbayan is expected to hand down 
soon its verdict in the plunder trial of Estrada, 
His son, and co-accused, stressed that he 
only voted for Villar for Senate President but 
was not joining the administration coalition. 
‘After soundly thumping the administration 
slate in the May 14 elections, the opposition was 
looking forward to controlling the 23-seat Senate. 
But after Villar, Cayetano, Escudero and 


Extended voter 
list-up sought 


FORMER NATIONAL CITIZENS’ MOVEMENT 
for Free Elections (Namfrel) chair Jose Concep- 
cion Jt. yesterday appealed to the Commission 
on Elections to extend for another week the reg- 
istration of voters for the barangay elections. 

‘The regular registration ended yesterday. 

Concepcion told the Ingumer an extension 
was necessary to accommodate the huge 
number of people who want to vote in the 
synchronized barangay and Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan election on Oct. 29. 

Concepcion, who is chair of Barangay 
Forbes Park in Makati City, said Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. turned down his 
request on Friday but he was repeating it. 

Abalos told reporters on Friday that only 
the SK registration would be extended. The 
last SK election was held six years ago. 

Abalos said he saw no need to extend the reg- 
{stration for the barangay election because a reg- 
{stration drive was conducted last December, and 
he doubted if hundreds of thousands of Filipinos 
‘would turn 18 between May and October 

Abalos had ordered an investigation into 
the unexpected heavy turnout of registrants 
in local Comelec offices, which resulted in 
stampedes, ‘Nikko Dizon 
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Monday, July 23, 2007 
16th Week in Ordinary Time 
Bridget 
1st Reading: Ex 14:5-18 
Gospel: ‘Matthew 12:38-42 
Some teachers of the Law and some Phar- r A j 
Isees spoke up, “Teacher, we want to see a sign | d d 
o imagine a TV designe 
unfaithful people want a sign, but no sign will 2 
be given them except the sign of the prophet v, 
Jonah. In the same way that Jonah spent three o pe aamirea 
‘days and three nights in the belly of the monster 
fish, so will the Son of Man spend three day 
malta dgasin teventaelicsrty Introducing the new Samsung LCD TV Bordeaux Plus and 
"At the judgment, the people of Niniveh will It ir nd cur it 
[yar a aeina ts Inspiring sense of beauty. Elegant round curves. A beautiful 
they reformed their lives at the preaching of Jon- bezel, Arresting blue lighting. A television designed to complement 
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‘and condemn you. She came from the ends of the Art of Ehypace Samsung LCD TVs, it’s not that hard to Imagine, To learn more, 


earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and = 
here there is greater than Solomon.” Bore Me Plus visit wwrw.samaung.com/ph. 
Commentary 

The people leave and Pharaoh realizes what he sls. m Wali rogers pore 
has tos: He summons his charters and a TA eene Opoo anois oorff “tans 
goes after them. The people are terrified and cry 
out against Moses, but he pulls them all to the Red 
‘Sea and tells them not to fear, and that God will 
give them victory. He stretches out his arm/staff 
Over the waters and they part so that the people 
can cross dryland to the other side. The Egyptians 
pursue them into the waters and the waters close 
over them. The glory of the Lord is in the life of is 
people. They know that he is the Lord. This is the 
God "TAM" that the people know in days past. 

But Jesus does not operate like the God of pow- 
ex/might/glory and force. There will be no signs 
and no great displays, especially for people who do 
not believe. The only sign will be the sign of Jon- (woners @ 

‘ah—Jesus buried in the tomb for three days before I SN ae 

Theis raised by his Father from the dead. God "TAM" F No. fn 

will reveal the wisdom of the cross and resurrection E [conse] cdl reddot design award 
and we have been given to know this wisdom. Do am winner 2007 
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Reyes urged: Before y 


By TJ Burgonio 


“We cannot ‘green’ Philippine high- 
ways or launch a ‘Trees for Life’ cam- 
paign, as Reyes initiated, while allow- 
ing the cutting of hundreds of decades- 
olá trees along a historical Philippine 
highway,” BKM president Joey Papa 
said in a statement faxed to the Inquin- 


BEFORE HE LEAVES HIS POST, EN- 
vironment Secretary Angelo Reyes 
would do well to revoke a permit al- 
lowing the cutting of trees along 
MacArthur Highway in Bulacan, a 
green group said yesterday. 

‘The Bantay Kalikasan Movement 
(BKM) said Reyes was contradicting 
himself by pushing for the planting of 
20 million trees across the country, 


m 


steward, 


artery of Metro Manila. 


"The environment is non-negotiable, 
and the DENR Secretary should act as a 


|" he said. 
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ment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources and Green Army to plant 20 
million trees to reforest protected ar- 
eas, critical watersheds, mangrove ar- 
eas, agroforestry and fruit tree areas, 
and parks across the country. 

But before launching this project, 
he issued a special permit on Jan. 2 
this year for the cutting of 628 trees 
along a stretch of MacArthur High- 
way from Bocaue to Calumpit towns 
in Bulacan to give way to a road- 


IRER 


Papa said Reyes should revoke the 
permit before he turns over his post to 
former Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, and 
takes over from Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla. 

Otherwise, the movement and 
other environmental groups would 
have no choice but to pressure the 
next environment secretary to can- 
celit, he said. 

Officials of the Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines in Bulacan had earlt- 
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ou go, stop tree-cutting 


way. This prompted the environment 
group to seek a temporary restraining or- 
der from the local courts. 

After the group offered to appeal to Reyes 
to revoke the permit, the Malolos Regional 
Trial Court issued a TRO. Reyes has so far ig- 
nored their appeal, according to Papa. 

“The environmental cause is critically ur- 
gent now. The experts are giving us only 10 
years to do something dramatic, drastic, to 
even just mitigate what is now an almost irre- 
versible situation of rising temperatures and 


‘while at the same time allowing the cut- 


Reyes has been spearheading “Trees 
ting of trees on the highway, a northern 


widening project, according to the 
for Life," a joint project of the Depart- 


green group. 


er alerted Bangon Kalikasan to the 


extreme changes in the climate around the 
cutting of 98 trees along the high- 


world,” he said. 

At the same time, BKM dared Atienza to 
close down all dump that continue to op- 
erate in violation of the Ecological Solid 
Waste Management Act of 2000, and re- 
place these with barangay-based “ecology 
centers.” 

Meanwhile, the Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM) 
aired its objection to Atienza’s appointment 
as DENR secretary. 

“The appointment of a politician with no 
solid track record in environmental issues fur- 
ther threatens to undermine the DENR as an 
agency tasked with the preservation and pro- 
tection of our country's patrimony rights,” 
ATM coordinator Roy Calfoforo said in a 
statement. 

“This is nothing more than a political ac- 
commodation, which is characteristic of how 
the administration views the utilization of our 
country's natural resources,” he said. 
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With Fatima Dermatology 
Laser Center 


Panovrerreel ” 
Beijing 3-4 Days SA 3 
Beijing, Tianjin, Chengde, Qinhuangdao 5-6 Days Tues, Fri 


Fatima Dermatology Laser Center brings 
you the cutting-edge in laser and light 
system for skin and body treatments. 


es, = ripe PIXEL LASER SKIN RESURFACING 
= Diminish acne scars, fine lines and wrinkles; 
refine skin texture 


Beijing, Shanghai 6 Days 

jing wlexpress irain to Shanghai 6 Days 
‘Shanghai 3-4 Days Z 
Shanghai, Suzhou, Hangzhou 4- 6 Days 

19, Xian, Guilin 6 -8 Days 

Beijing, Shanghai, Guilin 6 - 8 Days 
Beijing, Xian, Shanghai, Guilin 6 - 10 Days 
Guangzhou (Cat, Zhaoqing 3-5 Days 
‘Xiamen, Quanzhou, Fuzhou 3-5 Days 
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HARMONY PHOTOFACIAL REJUVENATION 
* Decrease age spots and wrinkles; treat redness 
z“ and pigmentation problems 
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HARMONY HAIR REMOVAL 
Tues, Wed, Fri ‘Get rid of unwanted hair permanently 
Wed, Fri 
Friday 
Friday 


ACCENT CELLULITE TREATMENT AND BODY 
CONTOURING 

+ Reduce cellulite and "orange-peel" skin 

* Diminish fat deposits on the body and face 
without surgery 


Yantze River (Tiree Gorges) Cruise Tour 

‘New Century Cruise Deluxe 5 Star 
* Cantury Star * Viking Century Sky 
* Viking Century Sun 


onion lowe availubie) 


‘Southwest China Scenic Tour, Northeast China, 
C3 | East China Tour, Central China Cultural Tour, 
to | Southeast China Tour, Jiuzhaigou National Park, 
Zhangjiajie National Forest Park, 
‘Sik Road, Tibet, Inner Mongolia 
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ACCENT SKIN FIRMING AND NON-SURGICAL 
FACELIFT 
Tighten loose, sagging skin on face and body 


FATIMA DERMATOLOGY LASER CENTER 
Fatima University Medical Center 

120 McArthur Highway, Valenzuela City 

Tel Nos: 291-6538, 291-6509, 291-9323, 
293-2713 or 293-1636 


Yair 
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Skin in the hands of medical professionals. 
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For more details ps. contact your trusted travel agency OF «++ 
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DFA building Qn Sona eve, shaved heads demand peace 


up supply of 
new passports 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(DFA) has begun building up its supply of ma- 
chine-readable passports (MRPs) in preparation 
for their eventual issuance to the general public. 

Foreign Assistant Secretary for Consular 
Affairs Domingo Lucenario Jt. said the DFA 
was coordinating with its supplier, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), for the 
continuous production of the MRPs. 

“We are now building up our stock of book- 
lets... As soon as we have enough, we will an- 
nounce the issuance to the general public, 
Lucenario said. 

Initially, the passports are being issued to 
government officials, senior citizens and mi- 
grant workers 

On Friday, the DFA issued the first batch of 
maroon passports to senior citizens after they 
were issued to government officials. At least 
5,000 booklets were allotted for the limited 
issuance this month. 

MRPs, issued as an interim measure while 
the government builds on its capability to is- 
sue electronic passports by next year, are trav- 
el booklets that use biometrics on its data 
page, doing away with the manual encoding 
of a travelers personal information upon 
check-in at international ports of entry. 

‘The upgraded passports are a step shy of 
the e-passport, a travel booklet with imbed- 
ded chips which are now widely used world- 
wide. y 

‘The new passports cost P500 just like the 
old green passports. Tarra Quismundo 


Central Luzon, and Desiree 
Caluza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


CANDABA, 
the eve of the President's State of 


town’s mayor and 33 barangay 
captains shaved their heads to 
call attention to their clamor for 
local governments to be allowed 
to lead peace initiatives through- 
out the country. 


barangay officials heid the head- 
shaving event two days after Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo officially 
Jaunched the Human Security Act in 
Malacafiang on Friday. 


our government. The people are 
fed up with conflicts. We proved 
in Candaba that economic activi- 
ties, not guns, are the solution to 


By Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
President 
ernments 
problem. 
PAMPANGA—ON 


the Nation Address (Sona), this 


Candaba Mayor Jerry Pelayo and Nestor 


“We're sending a message to 
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Package Tours 2007 


HOLYLAND- JORDAN: EGYPT GROUP | 


Departure: Sapt 1 
EUROPE MARIAN PILGRIMAGE GROUP 
Departure: Oct 3 


Turkey Tour OPT Greece 
Weekly Departure 


South Africa Tour (10 Days) 
Daily Departures “Z| 
New Zealand with Sydney 
‘Weekly Departure 


Sydney with Gold Coast or Melbourne 
Weekly Departure 

US & Canada Tours Available) 

‘CONTACT YOUR FAVORITE TRAVEL AGENT OR | 
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insurgency. 1 hope our beloved 


would give local gov- 
the chance to solve the 
T hope guns are not 


used, especially in Mindanao," 
Pelayo told reporters at the Pasig 
gym here on Sunday. 

As barbers did their work, the 
mayor and the barangay leaders let 
their shirts do the talking. Their T- 
shirts bore the messages: “Binhi, hin- 
di bala (Seeds, not guns)!" and “Give 
peace a chance.” 


Sangalang, former po- 


litical officer of the Hukbong Ma- 
pagpalaya ng Bayan (HMB) and 
now the village chief of Barangay 
Lourdes, held up a big illustration 
ofa muzzled rifle. 

Some held up streamers saying: 
“Sawa na ang Pinoy sa gulo” (The 
Filipinos are tired of conflicts) 

No military or police officials 
were present at the event. 
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CANDABA MAYOR Jerry Pelayo (center) and barangay captains get their heads shaved for 
peace. “Seeds, not bullets,” read their T-shirts. 
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High-tech helpers or surve 


From page At 
yond key cards and clearance codes, the com- 
pany said. 

“To protect high-end secure data, you use 
more sophisticated techniques,” Sean Darks, 
chief executive of the Gincinnati-based com- 
pany, said, 

Darks compared chip implants to retina 
scans or fingerprinting, “There's a reader out- 
side the door; you walk up to the reader, put 
Your arm under it, and it opens the door.” 

Innocuous? Maybe. 

But the news that Americans had, for the 
first time, been injected with electronic iden- 
tifiers to perform their jobs fired up a debate 
over the proliferation of ever-more-precise 
tracking technologies and their ability to 
erode privacy in the digital age. 

“To some, the microchip is a wondrous inven- 
tion—a high-tech helper that can increase secu- 
rity at nuclear plants and military bases, help 
authorities identify wandering Alzheimer’ pa- 
tients, allow consumers to buy their groceries, 
literally with the wave of a chipped hand. 


Orwellian 

‘To others, however, the notion of tagging 
people is Orwellian, a departure from cen- 
turies of history and tradition in which people 
had the right to go and do as they pleased 
‘without being tracked, unless they are harm- 
ing someone else. 

‘Chipping, these crities said, might start with 
Alzheimer’s patients or Army Rangers, but 
‘would eventually be suggested for convicts, 
then parolees, then sex offenders, then illegal 
aliens—until one day, a majority of Americans, 
falling into one category or another, would 
find themselves electronically tagged. 

Thirty years ago, the first electronic tags were 
fixed to the ears of cattle, to permit ranchers to 
tracka herd’s reproductive and eating habits, In 
the 1990s, millions of chips were implanted in 
livestock, fish, pets, even racehorses. 

Microchips are now fixed to car wind- 
shields as toll-paying devices, on “contact- 
less” payment cards (Chase's “Blink,” or Mas- 
terCard's “PayPass”). They're embedded in 
Michelin tires, library books, passports and, 
unbeknownst to many consumers, on a host 
of individual items at Wal-Mart and Best Buy. 

But CityWatcher.com employees aren't ap- 
pliances or pets: They are people, made 
seannable, 


Scary 

“Ie was scary that a government contractor 
that specialized in putting surveillance cam- 
eras on city streets was the first to incorporate 
this technology in the workplace,” said Liz 
Melntyre, coauthor of "Spychips: How Major 
Corporations and Government Plan to Track 
Your Every Move with RFID.” 

“Darks, the CityWatcher.com executive, said 
Kis employees volunteered to be chipped. 
“You would think that we were going around 
putting chips in people by force,” he told a re- 
porter, “and that's not the case at all.” 

Yet, within days of the company’s an- 
nouncement, civil libertarians and Christian 
conservatives joined to excoriate the n 
crochip's implantation in people. 

“Ultimately,” said Katherine Albrecht, a pri- 
vacy advocate who specializes in consumer 
education and RFID technology, “the fear is 
that the government or your employer might 
someday say, "Take a chip or starve.” 

Some critics saw the implants as the fulfill- 
ment of a biblical prophecy that describes an 
age of evil in which humans are forced to take 
the “Mark of the Beast” on their bodies, to buy 
or sell anything. Others saw it as a big step to- 
ward the creation of a Big Brother society. 

“We're really on the verge of creating a surveil- 
lance society in America, where every movement, 
every action—some would even claim, our very 
thoughts—will be tacked, monitored, recorded 
and correlated,” said Barry Steinhardt, director of 
the Technology and Liberty Program at the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union in Washington, 

In design, the tag is simple: A medical- 
grade glass capsule holds a silicon computer 
chip, a copper antenna and a “capacitor” that 
transmits data stored on the chip when 
prompted by an electromagnetic reader. 

Implants are quick, relatively simple proce- 
dures. After a local anesthetic is administered, 
a large-gauge, hypodermic needle injects the 
chip under the skin on the back of the arm, 
midway between the elbow and the shoulder. 

John Halamka, an emergency physician at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston, 
got chipped two years ago, “so that if I was ever 
in an accident, and arrived unconscious or inco- 
herent at an emergency ward, doctors could 
identify me and access my medical history quick- 
1y" (A chipped person's medical profile can be 
continuously updated, since the information is 
stored on a database accessed via the Internet.) 

But it's also clear to Halamka that there are 
consequences to having an implanted identifi- 
er. “My friends have commented to me that 'm 
‘marked! for life, chat I've lost my anonymity. 
‘And to be honest, I think they're right.” 


More questions 

Indeed, as microchip proponents and detrac- 
tors readily agree, Americans’ mistrust of mi- 
crochips and technologies, like RFID, runs deep. 

‘Many wonder: Do the current chips have glob- 
al positioning transceivers that would allow the 
government to pinpoint a person's exact location, 
24-72 (No; the technology doesn't yet exist.) 

But could a tech-savvy stalker rig scanners to 
video cameras and film somebody each time they 
entered or let the house? (Quite easily, though 
not cheaply. Currently, readers cost $300 and up.) 

What's the average life span of a mi- 
erochip? (About 10-15 years.) What if you get 
tired of it before then—can it be easily, 
painlessly removed? (Short answer: No.) 

How about thieves? Could they make their 


own readers, aim them at unsuspecting indi- 
viduals, and surreptitiously pluck people's IDs 
out of their arms? (Yes. There's even a name 
for it—“spoofing,”) 

‘The company that makes implantable mi- 
crochips for humans, VeriChip Corp., of Del- 
ray Beach, Florida, concedes that's a prob- 
Tem—even as it markets its radio tag and its 
portal scanner as imperatives for high-secur 
ty buildings, such as nuclear power plants. 

"To grab information from radio frequency 
products with a scanning device is not hard to 
do," said Scott Silverman, the company’s chief 
executive. However, “the chip itself only contains 
a unique, 16 digit identification number The rel- 
evant information is stored on a database.” 

VeriChip Corp., whose parent company has 
been selling radio tags for animals for more 
than a decade, has sold 7,000 microchips 
worldwide, of which about 2,000 have been 
implanted in humans. 

The company’s present push—tagging of 
“high-risk” patients—diabetics and people 
with heart conditions or Alzheimer’s disease. 
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In an emergency, hospital staff could wave 
a reader over a patient's arm, get an ID num- 
ber, and then, via the Internet, enter a compa- 
ny database and pull up the person’s identity 
and medical history. 

To doctors, a “starter kit"—complete with 
10 hypodermic syringes, 10 VeriChips and a 
reader—costs $1,400. To patients, a mi- 
crochip implant means a $200, out-of-pocket 
expense to their physician. At present, chip 
implants aren't covered by insurance compa- 
nies, Medicare or Medicaid. 

For almost two years, the company has been 
offering hospitals free scanners, but acceptance 
has been limited. According to the company, 
515 hospitals have pledged to take part in the 
VeriMed network, yet only 100 have actually 
been equipped and trained to use the system. 

‘Some wonder why hospitals should aban- 
don noninvasive tags, such as MedicAlert, a 
low-tech bracelet that wams paramedics if 
patients have serious allergies or a chronic 
medical condition. 

“Having these things under your skin in- 
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stead of in your back pocket—it's just not 
clear to me why it’s worth the inconvenience,” 
said Westhues. 


Unlike arm bracelet 

Silverman explained that an implanted 
chip was “guaranteed to be with you. Irs nota 
medical arm bracelet that you can just take off 
if you don't like the way it looks ...” 

1n fact, microchips can be removed from the 
ody—but it's not like removing a splinter. 

‘The capsules can migrate around the body or 
bury themselves deep in the arm. When that 
happens, a sensor X-ray and monitors are need- 
ed to locate the chip, and a plastic surgeon must 
cut away scar tissue that forms around the chip. 

The relative permanence is a big reason that 
Marc Rotenberg, of the Electronic Privacy Infor- 
mation Center, is suspicious about the motives of 
the company, which charges $20 a year for cus- 
tomers to keep on its database a record of blood 
type, allergies, medications, driver’ license data 
and living will directives. For $80 a year, it will 
Keep an individual's full medical history. AP 
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The dissenters were delegates from the mili- 
tary and the PNR some of whose officers had 
been tagged by the Melo Commission as re- 
sponsible for extrajudicial executions mainly of 
Leftist activists in their areas of responsibility 

‘The Gutierrez group also called on Congress 
to enact a law to define the “command respon- 
sibility” of military and police officers for dis- 
appearances and killings in their areas of oper- 
ations in the pursuit of an administration cam- 
paign to crush the communist movement by 
the end of Ms Arroyo's term in 2010. 

It urged that a study be made regarding the 
immunity of the government from suit in cas- 
es of extrajudicial killings and disappear- 
ances. 


More trustworthy than DOJ 

‘A group chaired by Associate Justice Ant 
nio Eduardo Nachura recommended giving 
more prosecution powers to the Commission. 
on Human Rights. 

‘Legal experts at the summit said the CHR. 
was perceived to be “more trustworthy” than 
the justice department, which has tended un- 
der the Arroyo administration to expedite 
criminal action against perceived political op- 
ponents of the President. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, under se- 
vere criticism for alleged repressive use of the 
department's powers to promote the Presi- 
dent's political interests, questioned enhanc- 
ing the CHR's prosecution powers, without a 
constitutional amendment. 

Ermita’s commitment to take a serious look 
at the summit’s recommendations did not 
take Malacafiang further than the President's 
pledge made in February at the public release 
of the Melo Commission report. 


Cutting edge 

Ms Arroyo said then: “I have made it a top 
priority to resolve the killings of political and 
agrarian activists and of members of the me- 
dia, and to prevent further killings.” 

Since then the killings have increased. 

In convening the summit, Chief Justice Reyna- 
to Puno sought to assert the expanded rule-mak- 
ing powers of the Supreme Court under the 1987 
Constitution to curb abuse of power by the politi- 
cal departments—the executive and the legisla- 
ture—by using them as the cutting edge in the ef- 
fore to halt the spiral of extrajudicial executions, 

‘Puno has described the 1987 Charter as the 
most proliberty among Philippine Constitu- 
tions since 1935, 

‘The political activism of the Puno court was 
put on the spot immediately after he deliv- 
ered his keynote speech at the summit where- 
in he said: “By calling this summit, we are af- 
firming our belief in human rights not only in 
the abstract. We are affirming that before the 
universal altar of human rights. There can be 
no atheism, or agnosticism, on our part.” 


Like ‘Big Brother’ 

Following the speech, a group of nongovern- 
ment organizations and legal experts petitioned 
the Supreme Court to nullify the Human Securi- 
ty Act, and declare it unconstitutional 

‘Aca forum hosted by the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines, lawyers assailed the act as breaching 
the individual's right to privacy. One of them, 
Pacifico Agabin, former dean of the University of 
the Philippines College of Law, said the act im- 
posed “unprecedented restrictions.” He de- 
scribed the act as “Orwellian Big Brother.” 

He said the law authorizes searches, 
seizures and electronic and other forms of 
surveillance of suspected terrorists, allows 
warrantless arrests and targets individuals 
who had even the remotest links to suspects. 

‘Another lawyer, Rene Saguisag, said the 
law operates on the principle of “guile by asso- 
ciation” and would be prone to abuse. 

Saguisag said the antiterrorism council, 
which would oversee the implementation of 
the law, was composed of Ermita, Gonzalez 
and the National Security Adviser, who would 
function like Big Brother. “I am very con- 
cerned that this council will be the one sow- 
ing fear and terror,” he said. 


5 r oe 
Less liberties for all 
Civil rights groups have denounced the act 
for its “vague” definition of terrorism as “sow- 


ing and creating widespread and extraordi- 
ary fear and panic among the populace.” 
‘They said the law allowed enforcers to detain 


$ z ' people on mere suspicion and raw intelli- 
F gence. 
‘The summit ended finding the citizens with 


vi 


less liberties than before and more vulnerable 
|. to law enforcement agents acting on behalf of 
[a policy that gives priority to protecting the 
== pes state and the public from terrorists, 
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Arroyo’s legacy 


T IS UNFORTUNATE THAT PRESIDENT MACAPA- 
| Fea practices the laundry-list approach to 
State of the Nation Addresses. While submitting a 
clear and detailed program of work before Congress is a 
useful exercise, itis also a constricting one. Nothing in the 
Constitution, and nothing in our political tradition, pre- 
vents the President from presenting a grand vision, an 
overarching goal that summons the 

best of each of us. 

After all, the section in the Constitu- 
tion that provides for the SONA merely states: “The Presi- 
dent shall address the Congress at the opening of its regu- 
lar session. He may also appear before it at any other 
time.” 

But doesn’t the continuing crisis of political legitima- 
cy that surrounds President Arroyo's administration 
severely limit her options, her ability to define the na- 
tional agenda? No. In fact, it is precisely in the middle 
of crises that the public, even without necessarily artic- 
ulating what it wants, most longs for a leader, not a 
manager. 

What we will get today from the President's address, 
however, will be a manager's bullet points. We have al- 
ready heard the points, and their presentation, extensive- 
ly rehearsed in various venues: the smallest budget 
deficit in eight years, 7 million jobs created in the last two 
years, the progress in five “super regions” in the last year, 
and so on and so forth. 

Aside from these scorecards, however, the most that 
we can expect from her, in what one unimaginative 
American politician once dismissively called the “vision 
thing,” will be an attempt to define her legacy in histo- 


EDITORIAL 


‘That is unfortunate, because the lesson from history is 
unambiguous. The legacy leaders leave behind is not en- 
tirely within their control, or their choosing. 

President Arroyo may want to be remembered for the 
six years of uninterrupted growth recorded under her 
watch, or for her valiant effort to join the global war on 
terror on our own terms. (We can be sure she will discuss 
the controversial Human Security Act in the context of 
the outrage in Basilan earlier this month and the all-out 
military offensive to be launched this week.) 

Butin fact her legacy will be blighted, for all time, by al- 
legations of election fraud and the spree of political 
killings. 

The President's legitimacy crisis—the cause of her con- 
tinuing unpopularity, as measured in survey after sur- 
vey—lies rooted in persistent allegations of election 
fraud, committed when she ran for the presidency in 
2004. In the last month, these allegations resurfaced, be- 
cause of the ill-advised effort by the administration or its 
allies to force Juan Miguel Zubiri’s victory. That victory 
came about only through the manipulation of the vote in 
Maguindanao, the same province alleged to have padded 
the President's vote totals in 2004. 

Zubiri’s hollow victory reminded the public, yet again, 
of the conversations heard on the Garcillano tapes, and 
the portrait they painted of election fraud. 

Even worse than the President's legacy in election 
fraud, however, is her damning inability, or perhaps it is 
the lack of desire, to stop the wave of political killings and 
politically motivated disappearances. 

Has the President learned from the damage wrought by 
the worst single passage in her address last year—the sin- 
gling out, among all military officers, of controversial 
Jovito Palparan, for extravagant, indeed undeserved 
praise? Ms Arroyo's tribute to the man most often accused 
of political killings came right before (and thus fatally un- 
dermined) her condemnation, “in the harshest possible 
terms,” of those same killings. 

The deliberately mixed signal managed to send a clear 
message to the killers and the abductors: You have noth- 
ing to worry about. Need we wonder why the killings and 
the disappearances continue to this day? 

This tsunami of political violence has battered the very 
foundation of our democratic experiment; it has under- 
mined the rule of law itself. That the Supreme Court had 
to organize a summit on the deadly scourge, in an at- 
tempt to search for solutions, is already an indictment of 
the Arroyo administration. 

Any honest attempt to paint the true state of the nation 
must include the killings and the allegations of election 
fraud. To do so, however, requires an act of leadership. 
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WHAT DID I TELL YOU? 1 WROTE HERE 
about a month ago that power rates would go 
up again because of the return of the hated 
Purchased Power Adjustment (PPA). Meralco 
sent a letter (which I dutifully published here 
about two weeks ago) refuting the column. 
Now the prediction has come true: Meralco 
has just increased power rates by P1 per kWh. 
‘At more than P11 per kWh, our power rate is 
now the highest in Asia, 

‘There's more bad news: Power rates may rise 
again if the Energy Regulatory Commission 
(ERC) approves an immoral and possibly illegal 
agreement that would allow Meralco to collect 
from electricity consumers P28 billion (that’s 
billion) that it owes National Power Corp. To re- 
peat, Meralco will make its consumers pay for a 
P28 billion debt that it acknowledged it owes to 
Napocor. 

The original debt was much higher, but 
through haggling, it was reduced to P28 billion. 
But Meralco still did not pay, so it ballooned to 
P57 billion (and is still increasing) because of 
interest. The national government has at pre- 
sent something like a P48-billion budget deficit. 
Tit can only collect from Meraleo, it would have 
more than enough to cover the deficit. 

How did Meralco come to owe Napocor so 
much? Here's a background: 

Meralco has a 10-year contract to buy 3,600 
‘megawatts of power from Napocor. For this con- 
tractual obligation, the Philippine government 
guaranteed Napocor’s Build-Operate-Transfer 
(BOT) contracts with independent power pro- 
ducers to build the power plants to solve the 
crippling power crisis during the latter part of 
the Aquino administration and the early years 
of the Ramos government. 

Starting in 2002, however, the Lopez family- 
controlled Meralco unilaterally abrogated this 
contract and instead bought its power supply 
under sweetheart terms from a sister company, 
the Lopez-owned First Gas and IPP Quezon 
Power Lid. As a result, government-owned 
Napocor lost billions of pesos on the minimum 
offtake agreements that it cannot use because 
Meralco reduced its purchases from Napocor. 

Faced with huge losses, Napocor filed a suit 
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against Meralco. However, when media cover- 
age of the controversy simmered down, a P28- 
billion compromise agreement was concluded 
by Meralco and Napocor. Nothing wrong with 
that. But under this compromise agreement, 
Meralco’s net penalty for contract violation 
amounting to P20.05 billion will be charged to 
the consumers! Shocking and immoral! 

The unkindest cut is that Meralco violated 
the contract not to protect the public or serve 
the public interest but to favor the Lopez-owned 
power generation companies under First Gas 
which operates the 1,000-MW Sta. Rita and San 
Lorenzo power plants in Batangas and the 440- 
MW Quezon Power Plant in Mauban, Quezon, 
which charge higher rates than Napocor. 

When Meralco started violating the contract 
in 2002, the Napocor president then, Jess Alcor- 
do, hesitated to collect from Meralco. He was 
‘too indebted to Meralco for giving his East Asia 
Power and Duracom a 218-MW power supply 
agreement. (Why in heaven's name was Alcor- 
do appointed to Napocor considering this obvi- 
ous conflict of interest?) 

Alcordo's successor, Rogelio Murga, however, 
started pressing Meralco to pay Napocor and 
the dispute escalated. The original claim was 
too big for the Lopezes. (At that time, their 
Maynilad and Bayantel investments were not 
doing well. They eventually had to let go of 
Maynilad.) Meralco haggled to reduce its obli- 
gation to less than P28 billion and a compro- 
mise was finally agreed on. 

‘The compromise agreement was signed on 
July 15, 2003. In it Meralco accepted its obliga- 
tion to pay Napocor P27.515 billion and Napoc- 
or accepted a counter-claim of P7.465 billion. 

However—and this takes the cake—a provi- 
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sion was inserted that the net settlement of 
P20.05 billion will be recovered from Meralco 
customers. To get a semblance of legality to the 
onerous deal, it provided that the “settlement 
agreement” would be subject to ERC approval. 

To date, four years later, the ERC has not acted 
on the agreement one way or the other. We can 
look at this two ways: either even the ERC is 
ashamed to approve a deal that would pass on to 
consumers P28 billion that Meralco alone owes 
to Napocor, and that enraged consumers would 
surely file a suit and no court of law can possibly 
decide in favor of the onerous deal; or that it was 
really planned by the conspirators to have the 
ERC siton it. (Another mistake is having ex-Rep. 
Rodolfo Albano appointed chair of ERC. How 
can he even consider making the public pay for 
Meralco's obligations because of a contract viola- 
tion, one that was deliberately made for personal 
gain?) 

What is the GMA administration doing to col- 
lect this debt? The government is about to lose 
at least P29 billion; isnt this plunder? A duly 
elected President has been deposed and is now 
awaiting a decision on a case of plunder against 
him for allegedly taking P750 million from ille- 
gal gambling. This is P28 billion (now P57 bil- 
lion), enough to bridge the national govem- 
mens budget deficit! 

‘An honest internal revenue commissioner 
was replaced for failure to meet his collection 
target by several million pesos. This is a P28-bil- 
lion legitimate debt waiting to be collected. 

Still on uncollected obligations, boxer 
‘Manny Pacquiao reportedly paid less cus- 
toms duties on his luxury Porsche than what 
was legally due. He said he made a “mistake” 
and is now in a hurry to pay the difference. 
What about the income tax on his P500-mil- 
lion income from the pay-per-view TV rights? 
Income tax rate due is 35 percent. Is it true 
Manny paid only half of what is due? Will the 
BIR please look at its books and find out if 
this multi-millionaire paid the correct taxes 
like most of us poor Filipinos? Take note that 
the TV fight is co-produced by Solar Sports 
and MP (for Manny Pacquiao) Productions. 


State of the nation 


‘SINCE GMA DELIVERED THE STATE OF THE 
Nation Address last July, several things have 
happened. Those things, not necessarily in 
their order of importance, are: 

(One, she has become—something for Ripley's 
or Guinness—the longest-serving president of 
this country without ever having been voted 
president. She will be delivering her seventh 
Sona today, the most since Ferdinand Marcos. 
She has occupied Malacañang longer than Cory, 
who birthed People Power; Fidel Ramos, who 
brought forth relative prosperity before the 1997 
Asian crisis; and Joseph Estrada, who won the 
‘most votes among any postwar Philippine presi- 
dent. Seven was a lucky number for the late dic- 
tator. One can only hope lightning won't strike 
twice. 

‘Two, Jonas Burgos disappeared some months 
ago and remains missing. AS far as 1 know, Bur- 
gos is the first time the kllings—I can only hope 
too I am terribly wrong to include him among 
the victims—came to Metro Manila. A thing I 
had been waring about in the face of public ap- 
athy: that something like that could happen to 
the son of a certified hero, one who had made it 
to the list of the world’s 100th best journalists to 
commemorate the end of the last century, and 
‘one who had in fact helped epically to restore life 
to this country. Well, the unthinkable isn't just 
thinkable today, it is commonplace today. 

Jonas Burgos has become the living sym- 
bol—yes living, his spirit, or memory, or name at 
least will not die—for the wholesale massacre of 
journaliss and politcal activists, a monstrosity 
that remains unabated to this day. Despite the 
cries of the kin of the victims, despite the remon- 
strations of the Supreme Court, despite the fulmi- 
nations of the civilized world. Jonas Burgos too 
has become the living reminder of something else 
that has disappeared in this country: Freedom. He 
remains missing, freedom remains missing. 

‘Three: Which brings us to the Anti-Terror Act. A 
few months ago, the Melo Commission and the 
‘Alston Report accused government of having a 
hand in the killings, directly or indirectly. It re- 
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pinned 
sponded by arresting Satur Ocampo for the com- 
‘munist purges of the 1980s. Today, Edita Burgos, 
the bishops and the Supreme Court accuse gov- 
‘ernment of wreaking terror upon the land. It has 
responded by unleashing the Anti-Terror Law. 

‘One is tempted to ask, how's that for missing 
the point? But it does not miss the point. The 
point of the Anti-Terror Law is not to stop terror, 
it is to foment terror. The point of the Anti-Terror 
Law is not to stop killers and murderers, it is to 
murder critics and protesters. 

Four, by the blackest of black magic, Juan 
‘Miguel Zubiri and not Koko Pimentel will be at- 
tending the Sona today as a senator. He will be 
conferred, as all members of the Legislature are, 
the title of “lawgiver.” It stands to reason. People 
who break the law are called “law enforcers,” 
people who flout the law are called “lawgivers.” 
It follows the same logic as conferring the title of 
anti-terrorists to: Juan Ponce Enrile, believed to 
have faked an assassination attempt to justify 
martial law; Noberto Gonzales, believed to be re- 
sponsible for the killings; Raul Gonzalez, be- 
lieved to be completely irresponsible; and GMA, 
whom nobody believes. 

Five, Lito Atienza has been appointed head of 
the Department of the Environment and Natural 
Resources. He has the best qualification of all: He 
deforested Arrocerros Park, which once gave 
refuge to birds, lovers, and bedraggled folk in the 
urban jungle called Manila. Same logic as previ- 
‘ous examples. There is no truth to the rumor 
“Doon Po Sa Amin” will be played in lieu of “Lu- 
pang Hinirang” in the Batasan today, but there is 
no truth to the rumor the state of the nation may 
be found in the Batasan either. There is more 


‘truth in the lines: “The lame danced, the mute 
sang, the blind watched, and the deaf listened.” 

Six, Bedol is still at large, Gari is still at small 
Lintang Bedol had the near-perfect costume 
when he appeared at the Comelec for the first 
time after mounting a disappearing act like Gar- 
ci: He was wearing an eye patch. It made him 
look like a pirate. I refuse to say Moro pirates, 
that is grossly insulting Moros. And I use the 
phrase “look like” grudgingly. The costume 
‘would have been perfect if he had wom eye 
patches on both eyes to remind the world that, 
‘worse than a pirate, he is a Comelec offical. 

Garci, wel, he actually ran for congressman in 
Bukidnon, using as his campaign ditty, “Hello 
Garci,” sung to the rune of “Hello Dolly.” Thank- 
fully, he lost; not very thankfully the person he 
helped put in power is still there. Who knows? 
Maybe Bedol will run for congressman too, and 
taking off from “Idol si Pidol,” use the slogan 
“Edol si Bedol.” 

Seven, onward: They tried to oust Jojo Binay 
as mayor of Makati late last year and before the 
elections this year. They must really hate elected 
officials. Some nurses tried to emulate their idol 
in Malacañang by cheating in the exams. Unfor- 
tunately, the US authorities refused to give all of 
them visas. The military officers, including the 
two living Medal of Honor recipients, who tried 
to make the AFP better languish in jail, the mili- 
tary officers who succeeded in making the AFP 
‘worse revel (and rake money) in power. They 
sprung Daniel Smith in jail for committing rape, 
they keep Antonio Trillanes in jail for committing 
to reform. They killed the impeachment bids, 
they tried to force Inang Bayan to Cha-Cha, they 
shot Musa Dimasidsing to death for the heinous 
crime of being honest. 

Finally, as the longest-serving postwar presi- 
dentofthis country after Marcos, GMA made this 
country the most corrupt in Asia 

Pretty much the only bright spot that hap- 
pened in all this time is that somebody got sick. 

The state of the nation? Lying in state—in 
more ways than one. 
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Command responsibility: How 


AT THE RECENT SUMMIT ON EXTRAJUDICIAL 
killings and kidnappings, one among the many 
questions raised was whether the President as 
‘Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces could 
be made to answer for crimes committed by sol- 
diers. In other words, how far up can command 
responsibility go? In fact, in Germany several 
Iraqi citizens have filed a criminal complaint 
against US Defense Secretary Rumsfeld and other 
US officials, attributing to them criminal liability 
for the treatment of prisoners in Abu Ghraib. And 
it is important to realize that, if convicted, the 
commander receives the punishment for the of- 
fenses committed by the subordinates and not for 
the lesser offense of administrative omission or 
negligence. Thus, General Yamashita was sen- 
tenced to death by hanging for the crimes of the 
soldiers under his command. 

What appears from current jurisprudence, 
however, is that it is not easy to pin criminal lia- 
bility on a commander who is once or twice or 
more removed from the scene of the crime. This 
jurisprudence has arisen from the debates on two 
‘of the main controversial issues in command re- 
sponsibility, namely degree of control over subor- 
dinates and the requisite knowledge about the 
crime or the mens rea requirement. The develop- 
ment on this subject has come initially from the 
criticism of the Yamashita and Nuremberg deci- 
sions, which were seen as the product of “victor’s 
justice” over the vanquished enemy. Instrumental 
in this development has been the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (IC- 
TY), which was created by the Security Council 
during the Bosnian conflict, and also the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). 

‘The debate on mens rea has focused on the 
question whether the commander must have had 
actual knowledge of the crimes committed by his 
subordinates or whether he can be found guilty of 
crimes of which he had no actual knowledge. 
Clearly, actual knowledge would suffice to estab- 
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lish responsibility. Absent such actual knowledge, 
however, a commander may still be held liable if 
his failure to have knowledge is the result of dere- 
liction of duty. But how characterize the required 
dereliction? Must it be reckless, or gross, or ordi- 
nary? It is not easy to make these distinctions es- 
pecially when the evidence is largely circumstan- 
tial. Treaty-makers, judges, lawyers and com- 
mentators have devoted much energy in trying to 
arrive at an appropriate model for culpability 
‘The statutes of the ICTY and ICTR have come 
up with the norm that the commander “knew or 
had reason to know that the subordinate was 
about to commit such acts or had done so and the 
superior failed to take the necessary and reason- 
able measures to prevent such acts or to punish 
the perpetrators thereof.” The tricky part, howev- 
er, is the proper interpretation of the phrase “had 
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reason to know.” Ultimately the accepted rule is 
that a commander is liable only if “information 
was available to him which would have put him 
on notice of offences.” But does this settle every- 
thing? I doubt it, because fact patterns differ from 
situation to situation and the application of the 
standard will depend largely on circumstantial 
evidence. 

The other controversial element in command 
responsibility is the requirement of a superior- 
subordinate relationship. The current test on this 
is “effective control” or “the material ability to 
prevent and punish the offenses.” For this, how- 
ever, de jure authority is not required; de facto 
‘command can suffice. And this applies to both 
military and civilian leaders. However, the prob- 
lem again is evidentiary. Thus, in the ICTY cases 
involving officials of the Celebici prison, two de- 
fendants were acquitted of charges under com- 
mand responsibility for failure of the prosecution 
to prove effective authority of the officials. The 
problem was largely evidentiary. Indeed, in many 
conflict situations it may be difficult to prove a 
defendant’ de facto effective control over subor- 
dinates. As the Appeals Chamber in the ICTY cas- 
es said: “In general, the possession of de jure 
power in itself may not suffice for the finding of 
command responsibility if it does not manifest in 
effective control, although a court may presume 
that possession of such power prima facie results 
in effective control unless proof to the contrary is 
produced.” In other words, possession of de jure 
authority means presumptive possession of con- 
trol unless proof to the contrary is produced. 

‘To go back to our original questing then: How 
far up should command responsibility go? Must 
the President or the Chief of Staff tremble in fear- 
ful expectation? It depends on the evidence of 
mens rea and effective control. What is evident in 
the development of the doctrine on command re- 
sponsibility is that what is sought is actual indi- 
vidual culpability 


Why is contraception wrong? 


FOR SOME, THAT IS A RHETORICAL QUEST 
ion. For others, itis a non-issue. After all, the sur- 
veys have said that a big slice of the surveyed pop- 
ulation is in favor of contraception, to the delight 
of the anti-life advocates. But for most of us, it is 
an issue we are ignorant of. 

‘The common and monocausal scapegoat is to 
say that the Philippine population is growing be- 
cause the Church is against it. Martin Bautista of 
‘Ang Kapatiran said it well for us during the last 
campaign. In fact, he said, many Filipino couples 
practice contraception. Yet why is the population 
bursting at the seams, he asked? Placing the 
blame on the Catholic Church has become a fa- 
vorite advocacy line. And many would love to 
pick up a fight against the Church which makes 
fora popular brouhaha. 

With the permission of Trinity Communica- 
tions, I am reprinting here excerpts from the arti- 
dle of Dr. Jeff Mirus which appeared on the 
Catholic Culture website. Mirus gives us a simple 
ayperson’s perspective of the Catholic reasons 
against contraception and which, I am sure, es- 
capes much of our awareness. 

“The intrinsic moral issue of artificial contra- 
ception is a marriage issue. Contraception has lit- 
tle or no intrinsic moral relevance outside of mar- 
riage. This contributes to the difficulty our cul- 
ture has in understanding the problem, because 
our culture doesn’t understand marriage either. 
After all, only about half of all couples are formal- 
ly married, For this reason, it is perhaps best to 
start with what we might call the extrinsic moral 
issues associated with contraception, which ap- 
Ply to all sexual relations. 

“Contraception suppresses the natural out- 
come of sexual intercourse, and in so doing it has 
two immediate and devastating consequences. 

“First, it engenders a casual attitude toward 
sexual relations. An action which, because of the 
possibility of conceiving a child, makes demands 
onthe stability of the couple is stripped by contra- 


ONE OF THE GREATEST POWERS OF THE PRES- 
idency is to set the national agenda. This is what 
every president tries to do with the State of the 
Nation Address. This is what President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo will try to do with today’s Sona, her 
seventh. Over the weekend, two-page advertise- 
ments appeared in the papers. The ads put for- 
ward what, from the administration's point of 
view, the President's past addresses were all 
about. The year 2004's theme was “Beat the 
Odds,” 2005's was "Anti-Terrorism Law and Bio- 
fuels Act,” while 2006 was “Super Regions.” 

‘The decision to highlight only the past three ad- 
dresses is significant. By focusing on the Presi- 
dent's agenda-setting since 2004, the focus of the 
ads is on the very thing that's kept the Presi- 
dent—and her presidency—controversial up to 
the present: the issue of legitimacy. The ads are an 
assertion of legitimacy. The focus of the ads is on 
the President’ term, and how that term has not 
only reached the halfway mark, but stands to play 
out until its end in 2010. 

This President cannot arbitrarily put forward a 
2004 to the present timeline, because to do so pre- 
sents a skewed, and ultimately unfair, framework 
for judging her past performance, her claimed ac- 
complishments, and the prospects of whatever itis 
she still wants to do. The clock, for hes, began in 
2001; and this year marks a point in time that all 
presidents under the 1987 Constitution are sup- 
posed to be given, to achieve something tangible. 

Even if one adopts the arbitrary measure of time 
put forward by the administration, the only real at- 
tempt at nation-building was her 2004 address. 
Regardless of the claims in the paid ads, 2005's ad- 
dress was about Charter change as payback for her 
narrowly surviving; 2006 was about her promising 
to keep the ball rolling, and again, about surviving. 
This year has variously been talked about as the 
address in which she will outline her scheme for 
“social payback,” or describe how she hopes to 
build a “legacy” to enable her to retire in 2010. 

By ignoring the period from 2001 to 2004, the 
controversies of the past have been neatly 
sidestepped; by focusing on 2004, the administra- 
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ception of its long-term meaning. The mutual 
commitment of a couple implied by the very na- 
ture of this intimate self-giving is now overshad- 
owed by the fact that the most obvious (though 
not necessarily the most important) reason for 
that commitment has been eliminated. This 
clearly contributes to the rise of casual sex, and 
the rise of casual sex has enormous implications 
for psychological and emotional well-being, per- 
sonal and public health, and social cohesion. 
“Second, it shifts the emphasis in sexual rela- 
tions from fruitfulness to pleasure. Naturally 
speaking, the sexual act finds its full meaning in 
both emotional intimacy and the promise of off- 
spring. For human persons, sex is clearly oriented 
toward love and the creation of new life. By elim- 
inating the possibility of new life and the perma- 
nent bonding it demands, contraception reduces 
the meaning of human sexuality to pleasure and, 
at best, a truncated or wounded sort of commit- 
ment. Moreover, ifthe meaning of human sexual- 
ity is primarily a meaning of pleasure, then any 
sexual act which brings pleasure is of equal val- 
“Now all of these evil consequences apply both 
inside and outside of marriage. Within marriage, 
however, there is an intrinsic moral problem with 
contraception quite apart from its horrendous 
consequences. Outside of marriage, sexual rela- 
tions are already disordered. They have no prop- 
er ends and so the frustration of these ends 
through contraception is intrinsically morally ir- 
relevant. Outside of marriage, contraception is to 
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tion's assertion of legitimacy, and its ability to sur- 

vive, is underlined; and by establishing the begin- 

ning of the timeline at 2004, the most sobering 

question of all can be ignored: the President has set 

the national agenda for seven, not merely three, 

years. What, exactly does the county bave to show 
rit? 

‘On May 25, President Arroyo overtook Cora- 
zon Aquino as the third longest-serving presi- 
dent in our history. On October 6, 2009 she will 
overtake Manuel L. Quezon as the second- 
longest. She would have to figure out a way to 
stay in office until 2021 to come close to Ferdi- 
nand E. Marco's two decades in office. But 
even that eventually has begun to be (sublimi- 
nally) hinted at by President Arroyo's repeated 
expressions of wanting to see the country 
“achieve First World status” by 2020. 

Another benchmark date will come soon 
enough, when the President marks her eighth year 
in office, a period of time that was the maximum 
envisioned under a previous (and superior) Con- 
stitution, that of 1935. 

When the President delivers today's State of the 
Nation Address, she will have equaled Marcos's 
pre-martial law number of such addresses, the 
biggest number delivered by a president under the 
1935 Constitution (Marcos could have delivered 
eight, but by 1973, Congress was padlocked).. 

Everyone remembers Marcos’s 1970 address, 
not so much because of anything he said, but what 
the speech signaled: the start of the First Quarter 
Storm. No one remembers what Marcos said in 71 
r’72, because the disgraceful Constitutional Con- 
vention and events such as the Plaza Miranda 
‘bombing and the near-total wipeout of the admi 


be avoided for its consequences (consequences 
surely made worse by the difficulty of psychologi- 
cally separating contraception from its marital 
meaning). But within marriage, the context 
changes and the act of contraception itself be- 
comes intrinsically disordered. 

“Within the context of marriage, the purposes of 
sexual intercourse are unitive and procreative (as 
Pope Paul VI taught in his brilliant and prophetic 
encyclical Humanae Vitae). It is worth remember- 
ing that there is no proper context for sexual inter- 
course apart from marriage; this is why it is impos- 
sible for human persons to psychologically sepa- 
rate contraception from the marital context. But 
the point here is that marriage has certain ends 
(the procreation of children, the stability of soci- 
ety, the mutual happiness of the couple, and their 
mutual sanctification) and so does sex within mar- 
riage. The purposes of the marital act are the pro- 
creation of children and the progressive unifica- 
tion of the spouses. 

“itis intrinsically immoral to frustrate either of 
these purposes. Let me repeat this statement. Itis 
immoral to choose deliberately to frustrate either 
the unitive or the procreative ends of marital in- 
tercourse. Itis immoral to make of your spouse an 
object of your pleasure, to coerce your spouse, or 
to engage in sexual relations in a manner or un- 
der conditions which communicate callousness 
or contempt. 

“Statistically, couples who avoid contraception 
find that their marriages are strengthened, their 
happiness increased, and their health improved. 
Contraception is a grave evil within marriage and 
has grave consequences not only within marriage 
but outside of marriage as well. Both individual 
couples and society as a whole will mature into 
deeper happiness by freeing themselves from the 
false promises of contraception, and from its 
moral lies.” 
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istration senatorial slate all signaled the evapora- 
tion of Mareos's 1969 electoral mandate—and his 
becoming a lame duck. 

Marcos’ solution to prevent his turning into a 
Jame duck was to try to bribe the 1971 Constitu- 
tional Convention, and failing that, to mount a 
coup from within, an autogolpe. We may never 
know when Marcos decided he wanted to be presi- 
dent-for-life, but a year before he imposed it, he 
began talking openly about his martial law pow- 
ers; when President Arroyo began saying—and 
obviously, believing—that God put her in office, 1 
think she at the very least demonstrated she was 
halfway to succumbing to the same delusions of 
not just grandeur, but of staying on in office past 
the constitutional expiration date. 

‘Therefore, today we ought to look at the Presi- 
dent’ report, not in terms of the term she claims 
began in 2004, but from the point of view of a 
county that has had her as its chief executive for 
the same amount of time Presidents Aquino and 
Fidel Ramos were in office, a period the Constitu- 
tion assumed would be the absolute limit any chief 
executive would have. 

Think back, however, to all her past addresses 
and only two have really managed to stick in the 
public's mind: the first was her “Bangkang Papel” 
speech, the other, her attempt ro define ‘A Strong 
Republic.” The two were the closest she ever came 
to being a president armed with a vision and a 
hear, the two essentials for presidential success. 
Everything else before, and since, has been in the 
nature of “social payback,” and along the lines of a 
“legacy” The former is an obnoxious term, 
progress-as-doleout; the latter, more of the same, 
survival-as-doleout, involving the Constitution. 

cannot emphasize enough, how important it is 
for us to bear in mind that few presidents have 
been at the helm for so long. Or that many presi- 
dents have done much more with much less time. 
President Arroyo has had plenty of time, and plen- 
ty of opportunities: but she has also been in office 
Jong enough for everyone to take stock of the time 
that's already passed, and the many opportunities 
already squandered away. 
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Manila teachers 
want out of GSIS 


ONE OF THE LESSER KNOWN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZA 
tions in the country is the Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 
(DML). The assemblage is an international congregation 
founded in 1938 by Mother Elisa Martinez in Leuca, south- 
em Italy. The Sisters who represent various nationalities are 
bound together by an apostolate for social work with prefer- 
ence for the education and care of children. In Quezon City, 
the sisters run DML > 
Montessori School, 
located near the Mt. 
Carmel Shrine. 

Last Saturday 
was a special day for 
three of the sisters. 
Liduina D. Balili, Si- 
monetta M. Marcos 
and Marcella A. Ur- 
rea celebrated the Silver Jubilee of their joining the reli- 
gious congregation in Rome in 1982. 

When I was customs commissioner, one of my assistants 
was a young lady, Carmelita Urrea. She took care of attend- 
ing to visitors and keeping the office presentable at all 
times. Her youngest child was Marcella but Carmelita nev- 
er mentioned that she had joined the religious profession. 
Having lost track of her, it was indeed a joy for me to be part 
of the eucharistic celebration for Marcella and to meet once 
again with a devoted colleague from the past. 

‘We also remember with affection our cousin, Rizalino 
Pablo, former NEDA executive director, on the occasion of 
his 92nd birth anniversary. 
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There are about 470,000 public schoo! teachers in the 
country. On the average, their monthly salary comes up to 
P9,900. The GSIS collects 12 percent of this 
amount—about P1,100—each month from each teacher 
That's a whopping P517,000,000 per month or P6.2 billion 
annually. These are just rough estimates but it gives you an 
idea of how much money from the teachers is involved in 
GSIS operations. 

Last Friday, I met with some officers of the Manila Public 
School Teachers Association (MPSTA). The group repre- 
sents about 11,500 members and they are clamoring for a 
withdrawal from GSIS and possibly setting up an indepen- 
dent insurance system that would hopefully be more re- 
sponsive to their needs. 

According to MPSTA President Medardo T. Mercado, a 
teacher at the Mabini Elementary School in Quiapo, “thou- 
sands of teachers and government employees continue to 
lodge their complaints regarding the inefficiency of the sys- 
tem as well as the irregularities committed by some GSIS 
officials. These inefficiencies have worsened under GSIS 
President Winston Garcia.” 

Some of the grievances against GSIS had to do with inef- 
ficiency in updating members’ records, non-posting or de- 
layed posting of premium remittances causing underpay- 
ments or non-payment of dividends, non-deduction of loan 
remittances, and implementation of so-called Claims and 
Loans Interdependence Policy (CLIP) which the teachers 
believe to be unlawful and onerous as it affects housing 
loans and retirement benefits. Another complaint had to do 
with the issuance of an e-Card Plus. 

Speaking of the e-Card system which GSIS hag been 
touting as one of Garcia's notable achievements, the teach- 
ers showed me two e-Cards. The first e-Card was issued 
sometime in 2004, It was considered to be optional but in 
order to gain greater acceptance, a sweetener was includ- 
ed—P5,000 cash advance for the user. While supposedly 
optional, those with no e-Card however suffered a few in- 
conveniences like non-receipt of dividend or pensions. So 
much for the optional arrangement! In March 2007, GSIS 
came up with another e-Card, this time called e-Card Plus, 
with a sweetener of a P10,000 cash advance. But what use 
is the e-Card or e-Card Plus if there are no funds deposited 
in the individual's account? As Dr .Estela Garcia of Con- 
gressional Village pointed out recently, her use of an updat- 
ed e-Card was of no tse since Union Bank had no funds for 
her. 

By the way, I wonder if any GSIS official ever bothered to 
look into her complaint. She said in her letter that repeated 
phone calls to GSIS did not merit the courtesy of a reply. Let 
us hope, however, that some action was taken that we are 
not aware of. Perhaps GSIS would like to comment on her 
letter complaint. It would at least enlighten the public. 

As for the problem in updating and maintaining mem- 
bers’ records, it is not just the GSIS that is at fault. The De- 
partment of Education must also share part of the blame. 
For that matter, our government bureaucracy has always 
been notoriously inefficient at record keeping. As a conse- 
quence, it is the poor teacher or retiree who suffers frdm 
these inefficiencies. 

In fashioning some kind of solution, compromises have 
to be made. One cannot remain rigid in the implementa- 
tion of policies especially when it affects the livelihood of 
the very people for whom the system was established. 

Going back to the Manila teachers, they are now plän- 
ning to spearhead a nationwide move among public school 
teachers to ask Congress for relief from the incompetence 
of GSIS. Public school teachers make up 40 percent of GSIS 
membership and they certainly have a right to be heard and 
attended to when their complaints are not addressed satis- 
factorily. After all, GSIS was established for the benefit of 
government employees and one does not simply ignore 
their views when difficulties arise. 

‘Tomorrow, the board of MPSTA will meet with Undersec- 
retary Franklin Sunga of the Department of Education once 
again to air their grievances and seek support for their ac- 
tions. A walkout by teachers nationwide can only be detri- 
mental for our children and so itis important that some so- 
lution is arrived at that will take into account the positions 
of both the teachers and government. It cannot be a one- 
sided affair with just a few people virtually dictating poli- 


Perhaps it is time for Congress to take another look at 
GSIS. Ifthe present set-up is unable to stem the complaints 
coming from the teachers and other government employ- 
ees, active and retired, there must be something funda- 
mentally wrong with the system which Winston Garcia's 
five-year tenure has not been able to correct. There are 
some possible courses of action: Abolish the agency and set 
up anew one, or overhaul completely the present organiza- 
tion. One thing is certain: the GSIS cannot justify its exis- 
tence in the face of so many complaints and grievances 
against the organization. 
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Balangiga means 
Fil-Am war not over 


THE 106TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
the Balangiga Encounter will be 
commemorated on Sept. 28, 2007, 
Unfortunately, not one of the two 
bells displayed in a military camp in 
Wyoming, USA has been retumed 
to the belfry of the Catholic church 
in Balangiga, Eastern Samar. 

‘As a sculptor and as builder of 
the Balangiga Monument, 1 had to 
fabricate a cast bronze bell at the 
monument’s belfry. Former Rep. 
Marcelino Libanan of Eastern 
Samar, now the immigration com- 
missioner, was responsible for 
making the monument a reality. 

During President Fidel Ramos’ 
term, the belfry of the church was 
refurbished to welcome the return 
of one of the bells which had been 
carted away by American soldiers 
as war booty. The encounter on 
Sept. 28, 1901 had claimed the 


seum, 


Sad and 


lives of 50 American soldiers and 
28 Filipino freedom fighters. 

‘The world is aware that the pre- 
cious bust of Queen Nefertiti, 
which used to be housed in a 
Berlin museum, has long been re- 
turned to the Cairo National Mu- 


I hope that Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney, the finest American am- 
bassador, would lend a helping 
hahd in the eventual return of 
even one ofthe two bells. 


some elderly Filipinos feel that the 
Filipino-American war of 1898- 
1901 has not really been brought 
to a final conclusion, all because 
ofthe missing bells, 


National Artist for Sculpture, 
Tierra Verde Homes, Culiat, QC 
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Let’s run after 


Basilan savages 


THE AMBUSH AND SUBSE- 
quent beheading of Marines in 
Basilan last July 10 were con- 
demnable by both Christian and 
Muslim standards. Those were 
treacherous and barbaric acts, 

It is true that, in the past, the re- 
solve of our Armed Forces in run- 
ning after the perpetrators of such 
crimes would wane after some 
time; but in this case, we have 
been so accommodating with the 
culprits from the start. 

Tes time that we lived up to 
“Pupulbusin ko kayo” and “Isang 
bala tang kayo.” 

Let's be promise-conscious. 

—LIGORIO GM NAVAL, 
114-B Alima, Bacoor, Cavite 
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It’s time everyone Flies, 


fighting cocks, 
Thave nothing pers 


1 thank them very mu 


countless ways, I just 


called “fighting thing that is part of 


landed on our shore 
served. 


the sport throws back at 


ery day is a thousand times higher 
than the number of fighting cocks 
dying in the cockpits every day. 
Fighting cocks will become extinct 
only if we stop the game of cock- 


breeders to also stop breeding 


foreigners. In fact, [love them and 


ing our country in many other 


like cockfighting, which dates 
back to our ancestors’ era, even 
before the Spanish conquistadores 


‘To animal welfare groups lobby- 
ing for a ban on cockfighting: Please 
reconsider your position and under- 
stand that fighting cocks are bred for 
the game and can accept whatever 


the cockpit, they are simply having 
the time of their lives. Ies their des- 
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Cockfighting part of culture; it is useful, helps people 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THE FA- 
mous phrase “When in Rome, do 
as the Romans do”? Does it mean 
now that in the Philippines, we 
must do what foreigners tell us to 
do? Im referring to Rebecca 
Walsh's letter on cockfighting in 
the Philippines, 

First of all, cockfighting is very 
much different from all other 
forms of animal fighting. The 
cocks fielded here are scientifical- 
ly propagated just to fight. That's 

they're 
cocks." (There is no such thing as 
“fighting horse” or even a “fight- 
ing dog.” On the other hand, 
there's no such thing as a “race 
cock." 

On the issue of the cocks going 

is the host of the TV 
show "Sabong" and as one who 
has visited several breeding farms 
for fighting cocks, I can personally 
assure Walsh that this is not going 
to happen. The number of "fight- 
ing cock" eggs being hatched ev- 


tiny to be there. 

Instead of worrying about vlo- 
lence, think of the people who de- 
pend on this industry. There are 
thousands of them; I mean those 
who depend on it for their liveli- 
hood, not the irresponsible gam- 
blers who are the “termites of the 
sport. 

Cockfighting also helps in rais- 
ing government revenues, And 
groups of cockfighting aficiona 
dos, under the umbrella organiz 
tion National Federation of Game- 
fowl Breeders, are also engaged in 
many livelihood programs in dif- 
ferent parts of the country and 
provide funds for relief operations 
during calamities. 

‘This should be enough proof 
that cockfighting is a useful indus- 
try that is not Just productive but 
also helps people and saves hu- 
man lives, and is therefore not for 
bullies, 


fighting, since this will force the 


onal against 
ich for help- 


want some- 
our culture, 


es, be pre- 


them. Inside 


—ANDRE GARCIA, 
‘TVhost and game fowl specialist 


A ‘magic carpet’ ride to the ‘Castle in the Sky’ 


‘THERE'S NO DOUBT THAT GLORIA MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo will again take the Filipino peo- 
ple for a "magic carpet” ride today, July 23, 
when she delivers her fantasy-filled seventh 
State of the Nation Address. 

Last year, she took the Filipino people for a 
magical ride to her Enchanted Kingdom of su- 
per regions.” Today, we better brace ourselves 
Ms Arroyo—again using her “magic car- 
pet”—will bring us to a place grander than the 
Enchanted Kingdom—the Castle in the Sky. 

T am referring to Presidential Spokesperson 
Ignacio Bunye's statement on Ms Arroyo's ‘vision 
and the steps she would take to move the coun- 
try closer to the attainment ofthat vision, which 
is making the Philippines a First World country” 

If we break the elements of this vision, we 
can see all the fantasy themes that the govern- 
ment, particularly Ms Arroyo, has been falsely 
propagating: the strong peso, low inflation, 
low budget deficits, low interest rates, a robust 
stock market, rapid inflow of foreign invest- 
ments, tripling of investments in economic 
zones and priority sectors, creation of almost 
six million new jobs in the last six years, and 
low unemployment and poverty rates. 

The reality is we are already seeing this kind 


of vision—like a telenovela, it has a complete 
cast of characters, a plot line, scenes, sanction- 
ing agents, etc, 

In her past Sonas, Ms Arroyo has been apply- 
ing in her speeches the “Symbolic Convergence 
Theory," a well-developed theory by Ernest Bro- 
mann, John Cragan and Donald Shields. This 
theory imagines that every person's "image of 
reality is guided by stories reflecting how things 
are believed to be.” This theory capitalizes on 
fantasy themes in persuading a person or the 
public to believe a story, 

On the other hand, the use of fantasy 
themes can also be an effective social bonding 
agent because, if shared among the people, it 
can create a sense of community. 

‘The problems with the unfolding drama are: 
the main characters are lars and lousy; the plot 
line and scenes are ancient and boring; and the 
sanctioning agents are already vigilant, 

‘Would we, the Filipino people, again allow 
ourselves to be taken for a “magic carpet” ride? 
Tes up tous. 

—BOBBY C. DICIEMBRE, 

media bureau, 

Freedom from Debt Coalition (FDC), 
bobby91h@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sug- 
gestions about the treatment of news and pho- 
tos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Read- 
ers' Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied. 
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Tribal folk 


BAMBANG, NUEVA VIZCAYA—MEMBERS OF 
tribal communities in three upland villages in Ka- 
sibu town on Saturday set up barricades to pre- 
vent the entry of equipment and building materi- 
als that would be used for an Australian mining 
firm’s exploration activities in the area. 


SOUTHERN Luzon BUREAU 
2nd Foor. Los Baños Biag. 
Cor. Peñaranda and Aguinaido Sts. 


About 80 villagers, composed 
of local officials and menfolk, 
blocked the road leading to a 
mine site in Barangay Pao and 
vowed to stop the operations of 
Oxiana Philippines Inc. 


“We just want to show proof that 
mining in our village is not acceptable 
to our people, contrary to what the 
company and some quarters in the 
ent are claiming,” Mariano 
Maddela, village chief of Pao, said. 
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Since July 12, groups of 25 men 
have been holding shifts in guard- 
ing the road leading to the site in 
Pao, which is part of a 5,873- 
hectare area covered by an explo- 
ration permit granted to Oxiana. 

The site, which straddles the 
Mamparang mountain range, is 
within an ancestral land applied 
for by the Bugkalot of eastern 
Nueva Vizcaya. 

“They can use force against us, 
but we will stand our ground,” 
said Maddela, a Bugkalot. 

Volunteers from the Dapon In- 
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block mining firm’s entry 


digenous Peoples Center Inc., a 
non-government organization, 
said the group was angry over the 
attempted entry of the company's 
drilling equipment and building 
materials into the site, despite re- 
sistance from the community. 

The villagers from Barangays 
Pao, Paquet and Kakiduguen have 
been questioning the authenticity 
of the free, prior and informed 
consent (FPIC) certification, 
which the company used in ob- 
taining a permit from the Mines 
and Geosciences Bureau. 


savas puneau 
o Cabu Daily News 


They said the FPIC was “fraud- 
ulentiy issued” by “bogus” tribal 
members. 

The FPIC certification showed 
that 14 ofthe signatories were set to 
receive P4,000 monthly as Oxiana’s 
“aison officers" while 19 others 
were to get P3,000 a month, 

MGB records showed that Oxi- 
ana's permit expired on Saturday, 
ending the four-month extension 
from March 17, 2007, the origi- 
nal expiry date. 

‘The biguren tried but failed to 
contact Oxiana officials for comment. 
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But Jerrysal Mangaoang, MGB 
director for Cagayan Valley, said 
he had granted a 20-month ex- 
tension of the company’s permit. 

He said the number of villagers 
barricading was “negligible” and that 
Oriana's FPIC was valid and granted 
by indigenous groups in the area. 

“Also, the (people manning the 
barricades] are not from Pao or 
Kakiduguen. [To say that the FPIC 
was fraudulently given] was unfair to 
the indigenous groups that gave their 
consent," he said. Melvin Gascon, In- 
quirer Northern Luzon 


Palawan moves to secure stake in offshore oil, gas fields 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—THE PROV- 
incial government is seeking to secure 
its stake in the development of offshore 
oil and natural gas fields being discov- 
ered, mostly in its western flank, by dan- 
sling its endorsement of further drilling 
‘operations, and by attempting to legis- 
late its provincial boundaries to encom- 
pass the energy wells inside its adminis- 
trative territory. 

These twin moves came out as the 
province's policy thrust during the 
provincial board's session on Tuesday 
when Department of Energy officials 
presented the status of oil and gas ser- 
vice contracts around Palawan. 

‘DOE officials said seismic surveys con- 
ducted in some of the existing service 
contracts around Palawan had yielded 


emment céde's provisions on natural 
‘wealth sharing with local governments. 

The province expects to earn over 
‘$2 billion from Malampaya. 

Provincial officials have stopped 
short of saying they will hedge on issu- 
ing the mandatory clearance to drilling 
‘operations for the service contracts that 
were in advanced stages of develop- 
ment, which is a requirement for the is- 
suance of an environmental compli- 
ance certificate, unless the government 
of Palawan is recognized as its owner. 

But they wanted the Department of En- 
ergy and the national government to make 
formal project presentations of oil drilling 
plans before any BOC endorsement was 
‘even considered by the province. 

“We want to make sure that they 


will come back and make the neces- 
sary presentation of their projects,” 
Board Member Emesto Rodriguez 
said. 

Vice Gov. David Ponce de Leon also 
said the board would take up a pro- 
posal to legislate the provincial wa- 
ters as boundary, with the intention of 
legally strengthening its territorial ju- 
risdiction over the gas fields. 

Dr Jose Antonio Socrates, a geologist 
and consultant of the province on mar- 
itime affairs, told local officials that with- 
‘out local legislation, the province stood to 
Tose is rights over the oll and gas fields. 

He said the government was set to 
plot these territories to define the 
country’s exclusive economic zone. 

“fin 2009 (when the Philippines has to 
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positive results with 
some already proven to 
be viable for commer- 
cial operations. 

“Some marginal 
fields are now eco- 
nomically viable due 
to present high crude 
oil prices,” Ismael de 
Ocampo, chief of 
Dok's petroleum re- 
sources development 
division, told the 
provincial board. 

Bur local officials ex- 
pressed concern that 
‘with the curent stand 
of the national govem- 
ment in refusing to rec- 
ognize Palawan's juris- 
diction over the Malam- 
paya gas fields, future 
oil and gas discoveries 
in Palawan will not 
benefit. the province 
and its constituents. 

‘The Supreme Court 
has yet to mule on a 
pending case filed by 
the national govem- 
ment which seeks to 
exclude Palawan as a 
direct claimant of 40 
percent of the Malam- 
paya gas royalties 
based on the local gov- 


westem oil fields willbe 
inside the EEC, Palawan 
will lose its right” De 
Socrates said. Redemp- 
to Anda, Inquirer 
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CBCP appeal to abductors: Free 2 Iloilo activists 


as 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. beallowedtoreturntotheirfami- dayofabduction ofthe victims. board a pick-up when they were 
Inquirer Visayas lies, alive and sound,” said Lag- The protesters were mostly mem- waylaid by armed men at around 
dameo. bers of the Save Ma, Luisa Posa- 9:30 p.m. in Oton. 

ILOILO CITY—CATHOLIC BISH- “Such act of mercy and com- Dominado and Nilo Arado Move- ‘The former detainees, mostly 
cops Conference ofthe Philippines passion will help bring at least ment and the Samahan ng mga Ex- in their 50s, performed a street 
president and Jaro Archbishop some peace to our society.” Detainees Laban sa Detensyon at play to dramatize the unabated 
Angel Lagdameo has joined calls Lagdameo had earlier called for para sa Amnestiya (Selda), which abduction and killing of activists. 
for the release of two Iloilo ac- therelease of missing activist Jonas counts activists who were jailed and “What is happening i 

tivists who were abducted 101 Burgos, who was also forcibly tak- tortured during the Marcos regime. some respects to martial law” 
daysago. en allegedly by military agentsin Dominado, who was amongthe Selda board member Fortunato 

in a statement released on Sat- Quezon City. Military officials have longest jailed detainee in Westem Pelaez said. 
urday marking the 100th day repeatedly denied involvement in Visayas during the Marcos regime, “Luisa went underground, was 
since Ma. Luisa Posa-Dominado the abduction. was the spokesperson ofthegroup detained and escaped several 
and Nilo Arado were taken by Aside from Lagdameo, local gov- in Panay when she was abducted. times from prison camps and was 
unidentified armed men in Oton emment units in lloilo, including Arado, the chairperson of the heavily tortured during martial 
town in Iloilo, Lagdameo called the provincial board and four mu- militant Bagong Alyansang Ma- law. She survived. But under this 
on their captors to release them nicipal councils, have issued sepa- kabayan (Bayan) in Panay and administration, we are losing 
unharmed. rate resolutions condemning the national council member of the hope that we will see her again,” 
“We are very much aware of April 12 abduction and called for Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pili- hesaid. 

the great pain and anxiety this thesafe release ofthe twovictims. pinas, and Gerachico, public in- He said he feared that the ab- 
has brought to their respective Former political detainees who formation officer of the human ductions and killings would con- 
MILITANT groups and family members of Nilo Arado and Ma. Luisa families and friends. With them fought the Marcos regime yester- rights group Karapatan in Panay, tinue with the implementation of 
Posa Dominado hold a protest rally in Iloilo City during the 100th and in their behalf, we are ap- day took to the streets again and were on their way home to Iloilo the Human Security Act, which 
days of thelr disappearance on Saturday, snowAmacenmguaenwswns pealing to their captors that they joined a rally to mark the 100th City from Antique on April 12on took effect on July 15. 


INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY CODE 


In today's knowledge-based economy, fostering creativity and innovation is critical 
to economic growth and progress. 


Ten years ago the Intellectual Property Code established an intellectal propery” 
system fo encourage creativity, facilitate transfer of technology, and attract 
foreign investments. Equally important is the IP system's role in promoting the 
diffusion of knowledge and technology for national development. 


With the leadership of President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, the Intellectual Property 
Office of the Philippines (IP Philippines) has developed a strong and dynamic IP 
system, making IP a strategic tool for the scientific community, businesses, and the 
creative Industries. 


‘Since 2005, government law enforcement agencies have seized close to P4 bilion 
worth of counterfeit goods in the market. Fake products threaten public health 
and safety, compete unfairly with legitimate businesses, cheat government of 
faxes, and undermine investor confidence in the economy. 


66 protecting and promoting intellectual 


Confidence in the Philippine economy is reflected in the rise of patent and iehts i je 
trademark registrations. Patent registrations measure the couniry's level of property rights is a strategic and 
technological capacity. Close to 5,000 patents have been granted since 2001 from critical component to the country’s 
over 100 countries of origin in the pharmaceutical, biotechnology, mechanical 5 5 

engineering and nanotechnology fields. Patent oppiications have increased socio-economic development and the 
‘annually by almost 10 percent in the last two years. Projected annual growth rate 5 i 

for patent applications is at 20 percent. government's effort to raise the level 


Be Philippi 
Trademark, a powerful asset for branding strategies, posted more than 59,000 Cece Dates BARTER 
‘applications from 110 countries of origin from 2003 to 2007. Significantly, majority of businesses.» 

these trademarks are Flipino owned, indicating an emerging entrepreneurial class. 

For the post two years, trademark registrations experienced a growth rate of 40 
percent. Projected annual growth rate for trademark registration is at 70 percent. — President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
The growth trend for patent and trademark is due to the overall positive economic 

climate in the country for the past years. 


IP owners now experience faster and better services from IP Philippines. it has 
streamlined procedures, adopted fully automated systems and online services such 
as trademark registration and patent information databose,.and set up customer 
service desks. 


As a result, tumaround time for trademark applications has been reduced by 75 
percent. For patent registrations, processing time for an application has been cut 
by half. The period to resolve administrative cases on IPR disputes hos likewise been 
reduced by 50 percent. Backlog of applications for trademarks has been 
eliminated, while those of patents and administrative cases decreased 
considerably. 


IP owners are also more responsive to the IP system due to the public outreach 
programs of IP Philippines. Artists, the drivers of the economy's creative industries, 
have a strategic pariner in IP Philippines. They are now aware of their intellectual 
property rights through basic orientation seminars and other information 
dissemination activities. inventors and scientists from universities and research and 
development institutions have also realized the commercial value of their work. 
Through workshops and conferences across the country, IP Philippines has reached 
out to these important centers for innovation. In the IP Philippines building, Filipino 
scientists, entrepreneurs and artists can showcase their works at the innovation 
Area and the Alab Art Space. 


This is how IP Philippines fosters a creative and competitive Philippines that uses 


intellectual property for national development. This is the legacy of President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo to the Filipinos. 


INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
PHILIPPINES 


Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines + IP Philippines Bullding 351 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City + Telephone Numbers 752-5450 to 65 + www.ipophil.gov.ph 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Across the NATION 
___) New voters lured with m 


LUCENA CITY—PATRONAGE POLJ- 
tics reared its ugly head once more 
during the week-long registration of 
new Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) 
voters in this cty 

‘Most of the young registrants had 
been provided with free transporta- 
tion fares from their villages to the 


City Hall annex building outside the + 


city the Ingumer leamed. 

‘The donors, according to some 
of the youngsters interviewed by 
the INQUIRER, were the parents 
and financial backers of would-be 
candidates in the SK election in 
October. 

“We assembled at the village hall in 
the evening. They listed our names in 
a notebook and gave us P150 for our 
transportation fare. They just asked us 
to vote for their son who will run as SK 
chair” one of the new registrants said, 
on condition of anonymity 

A group of from an- 
other village said lunch and snacks 


from fastfood outlets were also 
promised while they were waiting 
for their tum to register 

Hamburgers and juice in tetra 
packs were distributed to members 
of the group who were standing in 
line about 15 meters away from 
the registration counter. 

‘One of them whispered that the 
guy was an SK village councilor 
and planning to run as chair in the 
coming election. 

‘When the young official noticed 
that this reporter was watching 
him, he immediately left. 

Some youngsters from other vil- 
lages revealed that they were 
promised by prospective SK candi- 
dates to be treated to a movie and 
“gimik” time after the registration. 

“They should really treat us. This 
snailpaced registration is really 
punishing. Some of us even stayed 
here overnight just to grab the first 
number the next moming,” said 


Henry Mendoza, 16, while sipping 
a cup of hot coffee fresh from the 
thermos they plugged in one of the 
‘wall outlets of the building. 

‘The registration period for both 
SK and barangay elections started 
on July 15 and ended yesterday. 

Filipinos aged 15 to below 18 
years may register for the SK elec- 
tions. Those 18 years old and above 
may register for the vilage elections. 

For the past week, throngs of 
new registrants had been seen 
scattered on the corridors and 
parking lots of the City Hall com- 
pound while waiting for their turn. 

A guard said some of the regis- 
trants from the rural areas even 
brought mats and slept there. 

Anita Dalumpienes, assistant to 
the local Commission on Elections 
officer, said the long line of regis- 
trants no longer surprised her. 

“es the proverbial Pinoy men- 
tality, always fond of waiting for 


the last hour,” she said. 

She complained that with only 
one biometrics machine, they 
could barely finish the registra- 
tion of at least 250 new voters af- 
ter a day-long operation that 
starts from 8 a.m. up 10 p.m. 

Twas leamed that most of the el- 
der registrants were also transport- 
ed and fed by barangay politicians. 

“We are being pampered again à 
by our village officials because of * 
the coming barangay election. Af- 
ter our registration, boxes of 
brandy and bar chows await us in 
our village,” a man said, laughing. 

‘On Friday, Comelec national of- 
ficials said they would investigate 
the surge in the number of regis- 
trants for barangay and SK polls. 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los announced that the poll body 
would extend the registration pe- 
riod for SK voters. Delfin Mallari 
Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


TO OUR FELLOW FILIPINOS, 


the Philippine 


eisap | MOST ESPECIALLY THE SENIOR CITIZENS: 


We, members of the Drugstores Association of the Philippines (DSAP), 
pharmacists & non-pharmacist owners of small and independent drugstores are 
seeking for your understanding on the 20% discount given to the senior citizens 
as mandated by the Expanded Senior Citizen Law of 2004. 


SMALL MARGINS TO MAKE MEDICINES AFFORDABLE 


‘One of our missions is to contribute to the health and well-being of our fellowmen. Ninety-six percent 
s are branded medicines of the multinationals. 


s affordable by maintaining our margins at measly 5-10% only. 


IT IS DIFFICULT FOR US TO GIVE THE 20% DISCOUNT 


JOur acquisition cost dictates the prices of the medicines we sell. Our margin at 
45-10% is so thin relative to our operational expense, high taxes and the licenses 


THE DRUGSTORES ARE NOT THE REASONS FOR THE HIGH COST OF MEDICINES 


ive as tax deduction. According to the Department of Finance 


the government and the remaining 68% is pass on to the private sector 
O discount, only 0.32 will be reimbursable, the rest will be shouldered 


iby the drugstore owner. This is the reason why the 2 
‘there is loss of profit and loss of part of our capital. 


WE ARE NOT AGAINST THE DISCOUNT 


0% discount is hard in us. Through this scheme, 


our senior citizens. We completely agree with the 20% discount due them. 


to 


to grant us fair, just and a human treatment 
to recognize the rights of the small, independent drugstore owners 

+ to promote the welfare of the small entrepreneurs like us; and 

to provide just and morally upright compensation for our sustainability 


{Through these, we can be more productive citizens of the land, b 
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Not even a gate pass for Trillanes at Sona Amtiterror law top 
issue in GMA Sona 


From page Al 
of the Nation Address by President 
{Macapagal-Arroyo, former Navy offi- 
{cer Antonio Trillanes IV seems des- 
jtined to spend the day in his deten- 
{tion quarters at Fort Bonifacio. 

His lawyer, Reynaldo Robles, yester- 
Jday said the senators petition to a 
Makati court to allow him to attend the 
|Soina had remained unacted upon. 

|. Tilanes, charged with coup d'etat, 
[claimed he was unduly being singled 
‘out by the government, which has al- 
[lowed high-profile political figures fac- 
ting similar nonbailable cases—former 
‘President Joseph Estrada and former 
Gov, Nur Misuari of the Autonomous 
‘Region in Muslim Mindanao—to get 
„out of jail on several occasions. 

Ina statement, Trillanes said what he 
was seeking was merely an “arrange- 
ment” with the Makati Regional Trial 
Court that would allow him to fulfill his 
duties as a senator while under detention. 

“IF I were seeking a special privilege 
or special treatment, I could have just 


į Mangrova aroos, o 
į end Wasta Water 


as easily sought that I be placed under 
the custody of the Senate or under 
house arrest... because of my having 
been elected ... but did not," he said. 

‘Attendance by Trillanes at today’s 
Joint session of Congress would put 
hhim in the presence of the woman he 
has accused of cheating in the 2004 
presidential election. 

Trillanes, who led renegade Mag- 
dalo soldiers in a failed mutiny in 
2003, accused the Department of Jus- 
tice of employing a “double standard” 
by blocking his appeal for bail while 
tolerating Estrada's and Misuari’s oc- 
casional forays out of their cells. 

Trillanes noted that Misuari, whois 
charged with leading a failed rebel- 
lion, was allowed to campaign in 
Mindanao during the May election 
and even authorized to go out of the 
country on an official mission. 

He also cited the case of Estrada, who 
is detained on plunder charges and yet is 
allowed to leave his rest house in Tanay, 
Rizal, to attend social events, such as his 


management, 


mother’s birthday and his son's wedding. 

“That is a double standard,” said 
Trillanes, who placed 11th in the May 
14 polls despite campaigning from jail. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas If has called on 
Malacafiang to drop its opposition to 
Trillanes’ attendance at the Senate. 

“Any allusions to healing political 
hurts and national reconciliation in the 
President's State of the Nation Address 
‘will have no meaning in the context of 
the senator's empty chai,” Roxas said. 

Robles said Trillanes filed the petition 
with the court of Judge Oscar Pimentel 
last month and it was opposed by the 
Justice department. 

“Irs highly unlikely that he will be 
able to go, unless the Makati court is- 
sues an order early in the morning al- 
lowing him to do so,” Robles said. 

He said Trillanes’ presence at the 
Sona was one of the things he sought in 
his omnibus motion, in which he asked 
for an all-encompassing leave to attend 
official Senate functions. With reports 
‘from Alcuin Papa and DJ Yap 


From page Al 


and synthesis of the reports and plans she 
enunciated in previous Sonas,” Claudio said. 

This included Ms Arroyo “describing the 
work that was going on in various super re- 
gions and more,” he said. 

The development and infrastructure pro- 
grams, he said, “are all in place and ongoing, 
and pursued with passion and determination.” 

“It gives a very convincing picture of why 
the Philippines is a very marketable place to 
do business for local businessmen and in- 
vestors abroad,” Claudio said. 

He echoed Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye's 
earlier statement that Ms Arroyo would be 
submitting a “report card” to the nation. 

Last week, Bunye said Ms Arroyo rehearsed 
her speech to the Cabinet and that she made a 
‘good accounting of the government programs 


Get support from the nationel 
Executive Order 436 
was signed on June 21, 2005, tronsferring the 
management, administration end meintenance of 
the Hundred Islands National Perk from the 
Philippine Tourism Authority to the City 


she spelled out in her Sona last year. 

He said the “targets had been substantially 
met” 

Bunye yesterday said that Ms Arroyo would 
outline her plans for the last three years of her 
administration. 

“For the next three years, President Arroyo in- 
tends to lead us on a path of economic growth, 
political stability and social justice. One can be 
certain that among her most important goals 
during that period would be to ensue that more 
and more of our people will not just see, but 
more importantly experience, the tangible bene- 
fits of our growing economy,” he said. 

To achieve this, “the President believes it is 
important to invest in education, invest in so- 
cial safety nets, invest in vital infrastructure, 
and invest in peace and order,” Bunye said. 


Positive speech 

It would be a “positive speech for the coun- 
try.” Gonzalez said of the President's Sona. 

“es the way she pictures what can happen 
to the country,” the justice secretary said, 

‘The version of the Sona that Bayan would de- 
liver would highlight the high unemployment 
rate, the dwindling budget allocation for social 
services, and poverty, among other issues. 

Last night, protesters from Southern Taga- 
Jog and Central Luzon were to hold a vigil in 
front of Ever Gotesco mall on Commonwealth 
Avenue in Quezon City, where militants from 
Bayan and other groups would converge to- 
day and hold a program from noon to 6 p.m. 

At 9 am, today, other protesters would 
march from Tandang Sora and Common- 
wealth avenues, and converge on Ever 
Gotesco, where Bayan chair Carol Araullo will 
deliver the “Sona ng Bayan” at noon. 

The Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
(KMP) and the Pambansang Lakas ng Kilu- 
sang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pa- 
malakaya) said they would call for the rejec- 
tion of the HSA, the proposed extension of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program 
(CARP) and the resignation of Ms Arroyo. 

In Negros Occidental, the National Federa- 
tion of Sugar Workers, KMP and Pamalakaya 
said they would stage a rally at the Bacolod 
City public plaza. 

Members of Bayan, Gabriela, League of Fil- 
ipino Students, Anakbayan, urban poor 
groups and peasant groups from southern Ne- 
gros would join the rally. 


Foreign artists, filmmakers 

Some 30 foreign artists, filmmakers and 
students are joining the rallies in Quezon City 
that will highlight the dangers of the antiter- 
ror law and political killings when the Presi- 
dent delivers her Sona. 

‘After a three-week-long exposure to com- 
munities, delegates from the United States, 
Canada, Belgium, Burma (Myanmar) and 
South Korea will be marching alongside 
members of Bayan. 

“We will show our solidarity with the Fil- 
ipinos here even though we come from differ- 
ent countries,” Filipino-American Princess Bus- 
tos of Bayan-USA said, warning that the antiter- 
ror law would “wreak havoc” on the rights of 
Filipinos who challenge the government, 

na preview of their show today the delegates, 
mostly visual artists, filmmakers, musicians, rap- 
pers, teachers and university students, recited 
Bayan’ lines against the antiterror law by rap. 

Bayan and allied groups invited the dele- 
gates who are mostly members of progressive 
groups in their countries. 

‘The delegates had just come back from ex- 
posure trips to communities, schools and fac- 
tories in Luzon to document “realities” affect- 
ing the people, such as poverty, unemploy- 
‘ment and human rights abuses. 

“It could help our cause if they return to 
their country, and amplify their observations 
about the Philippine situation, and add to for- 
eign pressure for the government to stop the 
killings, human rights violations,” Bayan sec- 
retary general Renato Reyes said. 

Bayan and other groups suspected as fronts 
of the Communist Party of the Philippines ex- 
pect stepped-up surveillance by the military 
on their members for their eventual proscrip- 
tion as terrorists under the antiterror law. 


Giant effigy 

The militants are unveiling at today's 
march and rally a giant effigy of the President 
that portrays her as a “monster.” 

Jose Luis ‘SC’ Burgos, younger brother of miss- 
ing activist Jonas Burgos, and families of victims 
of “enforced” disappearances, are joining today's 
rally, “We want to show that these things are hap- 

under this administration,” he said. 

In Baguio City, lawyer Harry Roque said he 
and other groups opposing the implementa- 
tion of the HSA were ready to be arrested dur- 
ing a protest rally today. 

“Go ahead, let the government use the HSA 
to arrest us so there can be a controversial 
case that may lead the Supreme Court to de- 
cide on the HSAs fate,” he told reporters on 
Friday. 

Roque, director of the Intemational Legal Stud- 
ies ofthe University of the Philippines Law Center, 
wasa guest speaker ata forum on the HSA. 

He said the government, despite the pas- 
sage and implementation of the law, had 
failed to give a clear definition of “terrorism.” 

“If the government is going to arrest us on 
the day of the protest action, I hope we would 
be classified as terrorists so the Supreme 
Court could decide on who the real terrorist 
is,"he said. With reports from Delfin T. Mal- 
lari Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon; Tonette 
Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon; Desiree 
Caluza, Inquirer Northern Luzon; and Car- 
la R Gomez, Inquirer Visayas 


In choosing the next House Speaker 


THESE ARE THE NUMBERS 
THAT REALLY MATTER 


1. Rock-bottom public satisfaction ratings 


Under Speaker Jose De Venecia, the leadership of 
the House of Representatives suffered the lowest 
public approval ratings in its history. 


NET SATISFACTION RATINGS* OF SPEAKERS OF 
THE HOUSE, APRIL 1990 TO FEBRUARY 2007 
AQUINO RAMOS ESTRADA ARROYO 
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The lowest number of bills passed since the 
8" Congress 


The 13" Congress had the least number of bills of 
national importance passed since the 8" Congress, 


a mere eight percent (8%) of the latter’s output. 


e Congress, 1987-2007 


*Source: Prof. Noel Morada, Chairman, Political Science Department, 
University of the Philippines 


3. Unjustifiably high cost of legislation 
Because of inefficiency, absenteeism and lack of 
leadership, it cost the people almost P150 million 


to have a single bill passed under the 13" 
Congress, with De Venecia as Speaker. 


Costly Work of Congress 
congress [Session Years [Bills ‘ongress Budget[Budget/ Bills 
Enacted Passed (Cost 
in Pesos) 
EE 1949 me 106 million ie) 07 
= 1992 1000  [P4.498 billion a 498 
nillion 
199 P4.634 billion 678 
lion 
1995-1998 P10.566 
illion 
P21.389 
lion 
[P64.921 
nillion 
13th eek 31 March P12.511 billion }P148.943 
million 


*Source: Prof. Noel. Morada, Chairman, Political Science Department, University of the 
Philippines 


4. Billions in House funds “not subject to public 
scrutiny” 


The House’s budget of P3.4 billion has so far 
escaped public scrutiny, and even the examination 
of the members of the House. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


For general administration and support, and 
operations, including locally-funded projects, 
as indicated hereunder... P 3,439,250,000 


New Appropriations, by Program/Project 


CURRENT OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
Maintenance 
and other 


Personal Operating Capial 
Senices Expenses Outlays Total 


A PROGRAMS 
L General Administration and Support 


a. General Administration and Support Services P 1,040,284,000 P 537,696,000 P 76,370,000 P 1,654,350,000 
Sub-Total, General Administration and Support 4,040,284000 537,696,000 76,370,000  1,654,350.000 


*Source: General Appropriations Act 


The worst case of absenteeism in recent history 


The Speaker claims he has the numbers. But as the 13* Congress closed, he could not 
even muster the numbers to pass bills of paramount national importance such as the 
Cheaper Medicines Act, the new UP Charter and the bill granting compensation to 
victims of human rights abuses. 
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Sona 2006: Some promises were not kept 
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(For SMEs and Students) 


* Succeed in your new business the Guerrilla way 


* Traits of a Guerrilla Entrepreneur 


‘Guerrilla Marketing Conference 07/27/07: faturing Jay 
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LLA MARKETING REVOLUTION 
A Junior PMA Event incorporating STRATMARK. 


NY Times BestSelling Author 
of The Guerrilla Marketing Attack 
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(For Managers and Executives) 

* Successful Guerrilla Marketing Strategies 
* 100 Weapons of Guerrilla Marketing 

* 46 Secrets of Guerrilla Marketing 

* Guerrilla Marketing Attack 
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Call Nicole at 813-2703/32 or email at nidgle@saltandlightiih: Visit our website. 
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RAVE REVIEWS FOR JAY LEVINSON! 


“Slam Dunk! Without exception avery 
person who attended our guerrilla 
marketing seminar sald It was well worth 
their time,” -Julle Lopresti, Pacific Bell 
“Jay ls one of the foremost business 
marketing experts In the world.” 
-Entreproneur Magazine 


„LEARN FROM THE BEST! 
1 JAY EEVINSON 1s: the-author.of the best, 
retelling marketing? “sorles>sin- history,” 
"Guerrilla Marketing” with over 14 millon 
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From page Al 


While the threat to her rule lingered like 
the odor of insecticide inside a room with no 
ventilation, Ms Arroyo was sure there won't 
be another close shave as long as Esperon, 
who was dragged into a vote-rigging scandal 
in the 2004 presidential election, was there. 

She carried this guarantee in her Sona ap- 
ointment on July 24, 2006, in the House of 
Representatives. 

‘On the same day, Ms Arroyo's publicists 
sent outa press release with the header: Pres- 
ident Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's proclama- 
tion affirmed. 

Tt announced that Sen. Loren Legarda, who 
ran for vice president and was then pursuing an 
election fraud case against Vice President Noli 
de Castro, had withdrawn a petition question- 
ing the results of the 2004 elections in several 
Mindanao areas involving 350,000 votes. 

‘This, and results of a recount of votes in Ce- 
bu, “affirmed the proclamation of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo as the duly elected 
President of the Philippines in the May 2004 
elections,” said the Office of the Press Secre- 
tary’s release, quoting election lawyer Romu- 
Jo Macalintal. 

Armed with these confidence boosters, Ms 
Arroyo went on to list down her priorities in 
her 2006 Sona. 

“We will enhance the competitive advan- 
tage of the natural super regions of the Philip- 
pines,” she said. 


Super regions 

Four of these super regions were defined by 
physical boundaries—the North Luzon 
Agribusiness Quadrangle (NLAQ), the Metro 
Luzon Urban Beltway (MLUB), Central 
Philippines and Mindanao. 

The fifth one, which appears to be closest to 
her heart, isa region with no physical boundaries 
but would span the entire length of the Philip- 
pine archipelago through IT—Cyber Corridor. 

Tn a text message to the INQUIRER sent 
through one of her confidantes, Ms Arroyo 
said the results of her administration's pro- 
jects in these super regions were to be the 
main focus of her Sona today. 

“My most effective past Sonas have been my 
technocratic ones, not necessarily where I try to 
bbe eloquent for the ages,” she said in her text 
message forwarded to the Inqumnen. “I's more 
productive to pick up from where I eft the 2006 
Sona, that is, the theme of the super regions.” 


Irrigation, roads, storage plants 

So in today’s Sona, Ms Arroyo would list 
down 64 national and communal irrigation 
systems that have been put back to work and 
187 kilometers of farm-to-market roads that 
were built for the NLAQ 

‘A packaging and cold storage plant for veg- 
etables is 75-percent complete in La Trinidad, 
Benguet. 

For the Metro Luzon Urban Beltway, Ms Arroyo 
would announce the completion of Container Ter- 
minal 1 of the Subic Bay Port Development and a 
passenger terminal at the Lucena Por. 

The P2L-billion, 93.77-km Subic-Clark-Tar- 
lac Expressway (SCTEx)—a component of the 
MLUB—would be mentioned although it has 
run into delays caused by right-of-way issues. 


lloilo International Airport 

For Central Philippines, Ms Arroyo would 
boast of the completion of the lloilo Interna- 
tional Airport in the towns of Cabatuan and 
Sta, Barbara, and the inauguration on May 9 
of the Jagna port in Bohol. 

For Mindanao, however, the administra- 
tion's search for projects to be proud of led to 
two projects that have yet to be either com- 
pleted or started. 

‘These are the Port of Cagayan de Oro that is 
being “upgraded and rehabilitated,” and an 
88-km road that would traverse Maguin- 
danao and Sultan Kudarat but has yet to start 
construction, 


Cyber Corridor 

Her fifth super region, the Cyber Corridor, 
is the most ambitious and, according to ac- 
counts of meetings she held about it, could be 
the closest to her heart. 

“Whar is the timetable for connecting the 
Internet at least in the Cyber Corridor?” Ms 
‘Arroyo asked at a Nov. 21, 2006, meeting of 
the Neda Cabinet Group, about three months 
after she mentioned Cyber Corridor as one of 
her super regions in her Sona. 

“Let us focus on our strategic objective ... 
Inother words, how many public high schools 
do we have and how many are connected es- 
pecially in the Cyber Corridor?” 

She already knows the limits of the corri- 
dor. 

“Told at the Cabinet meeting that new Inter- 
net technology was needed for the government 
to carry out projects for the Cyber Corridor, Ms 
Arroyo said: “We are not vying to be like Korea 
and Japan. At the very most, we want to be like, 
maybe, India (when it comes to IT).” 


Loans to SMEs, Airports 

A source involved in the preparation of this 
year’s Sona said the presentation would be 
heavy on infrastructure, but one of the key el- 
ements would be an announcement to make 
available at least P10 billion in loans from 
government banks for small and medium en- 
terprises. 

“We know there would be a negative reac- 
tion from private banks, but they don’t want 
to lend to the small enterprises,” said the 
source, 

There would be a string of airport projects 
inthe Sona, he said. 

‘This was prompted by dozens of requests 


PRESIDENT ARROYO 


from governors and mayors for the Arroyo ad- 
ministration to finance the construction of 
airports in areas with tourism potential, 

At one point, said the source, a mayor from 
a remote area approached Ms Arroyo request- 
ing funds to build an airport in his town, cit- 
ing its vast tourism potenti 

“But where are the tourists?” the source 
‘quoted Ms Arroyo as saying when the mayor's 
request was brought up. 

The request was turned down. “Show me 
the tourists first,” the source recalled Ms Ar- 
royo as saying, 


Food, hunger 

In her 2006 Sona, Ms Arroyo listed five 
strategies “for global competitiveness.” 

“Make food plentiful" was the frst. But in a 
survey conducted just a month after her 2006 
Sona, Social Weather Stations (SWS) said the 
number of families experiencing hunger at least 
once in three months returned to a record high 
of 16.9 percent in September 2006. 

This figure translates to about 2.9 million 
households, according to SWS. 

By regions, the number of people who said 
they experienced hunger fell in Metro Manila 
to 12.8 percent, but increased dramatically in 
Mindanao from 17.3 percent in June 2006 to 
21.3 percent in September the same year. 


‘Pan de sal’ 

‘This could be the reason, some officials 
close to Ms Arroyo said, the President was g0- 
ing to make special mention of the pan de sal 
inher speech today. 

In an attempt to drive home the point that 
fewer people are now going hungry as a result 
of lower food prices, Ms Arroyo is going to 
point out how prices of pan de sal have gone 
down, 

‘The second strategy she mentioned in her 
2006 Sona was to “reduce the cost of electrici- 
ty to make our factories globally competi- 
tive.” 


Power rates 

‘As of March, factories did enjoy lower pow- 
er rates than households, according to data 
from Manila Electric Co, the country's 
biggest electricity distributor, 

‘As of March 2007, residential users paid an 
average of P8.70 per kWh; commercial users, 
P7.70 per kWh; and industrial users, P6.71 
per kWh. 

During her inauguration of Container Ter- 
minal 1 at Subic, Ms Arroyo took note of the 
latest announcement by Meralco of a P1-per- 
KWh increase in electric bills. 

She acknowledged that "power rates are so 
high” in Luzon, with the exception of Subic 
and Clark free ports. 

“We feel sorry for those (factories) not op- 
erating inside free ports,” Ms Arroyo was 
quoted as saying then. 

Tn today’s Sona, Ms Arroyo would an- 
nounce that one of her legislative priorities 
was to amend the Electric Power Industry Re- 
form Act (Epira) to remove a provision that 
required the government to sell 70 percent of 
its power assets first before it was to step in to 
bring rates down. 

“We don't have to wait for the 70 percent,” 
she was quoted as saying also in Subic. 

‘The third in her 2006 Sone's five-point strate- 
gy was to modernize infrastructure “atleast cost 
to efficiently transport goods and services.” 

Bur i's one area where the government 
needs to spend hundreds of billions of pesos, 
money for the Medium-Term Development 
Plan that Ms Arroyo said in her 2006 Sona 
was already available, 

‘At least Seven road projects that are under 
construction in Luzon are costing the gover- 
ment P51 billion. 

Port repairs and construction are eating up 
7.91 billion of government funds, a briefing 
paper prepared for the President's Sona said. 

‘The paper said P86 billion would be poured 
into railways that would "connect North and 
South Luzon and close the LRT and MRT loop.” 


Charter change 

‘Another item in her five-point 2006 Sona 
strategy to make the Philippines globally 
competitive was to reduce red tape. 

“The most prohibitive red tape is our out- 
moded Constitution,” Ms Arroyo said, “We 
need constitutional change to bring our rules 
of investment into the new millennium.” 

‘Attempts by Ms Arroyo's House lieutenants 
to amend the Constitution the fastest way 
they see it—through a constituent assem- 
bly—has since rammed into a brick wall of 
protests and collapsed. With Inquirer Re- 
search 
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"THOUSANDS OF TYPHOON VICTIMS IN Al- 
bay will have food on their table—at least for 
the next three months. 

"The Department of Social Welfare arid Develop- 
ment has rolled out a food-for-work program with, 
‘a P42-million Japanese government grant extend- 
‘ed last week in response to an international cll for 
more assistance to the victims of Supertyphoon 
“Reming” that devastated the region last year. 

Under the program, a family member who 
participates in community development pro- 
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Typhoon victims won't starve 


Jects, such as construction work, will take 
home P200 worth of food packs daily. 

The project is expected to feed 18,840 families 
in Albay (the worst hit by “Reming,” which trig- 
gered a deadly avalanche of volcanic debris from 
Moimt Mayon), Camarines Sur, Camarines 
Norte, Catanduanes, Masbate and Sorsogon. 

The fund, from the Japanese Emergency 
Grant Aid, was turned over to,the DSWD by 
Japanese Ambassador Ryuichifo Yamazaki at 
the project's kickoff on Friday. Jocelyn R. Uy 
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Secure home and office anytime, anywhere. 
Panasonic IP surveillance camera utilizes the power of intemet to let you 
monitor places without physically being there. It lets you view crisp and 
Gear images via PC from a distance. You can also control the postion of 
the camera and zoom on details remotely. You can even record with or 
‘without PC, With these, you can be confident “being here and watching 
there”, cutting down on travel ime and expense and enjoying a huge boost 


in work efficiency. 
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v Do you want to learn about the latest trend 
in pre-school and primary education? 


Engaging Children’s 


speaker: Dr. Sylvia Chard 


Director of the Child Care Center, Univ. of | Ñ 
Alberta, Canada and leading expert on 


the Project Approach Zi 


SEPTEMBER 13-15, 2007 from 8:00 am — 6:00pm at the 
AMORSOLO BALLROOM, HOLIDAY INN GALLERIA- 
MANILA, ORTIGAS 


Limited to 120 participants only 
Dr. Chard will walk the participants through the different phases of the approach. They will experience 
projects for themselves as Dr. Chard demonstrates the ff: 


* Planning projects * Doing field work* Investigating people and places* Representing new 
learning’ Documenting * Assessing student learning 


5 REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD ATTEND THIS WORKSHOP 

“The project approach addresses recent findings in: brain research, emotional intelligence, multiple 
intelligences, the role of art and creativity in education, and the importance of the classroom as a social 
context for early learning. 

Any person who is children teaching must know various teaching approaches to be able to apply them in 
different learning styles. 

sLeam how to make your students become “thinkers” and not just passive listeners. Teach them to be 
curious and find answers for their queries. 

“Be one of the first to hear and learn how to apply this recent finding in child development research. 
*Dr. Chard is the author herself of the “Project Approach”. You will have the privilege to discuss, learn, 
‘exchange ideas, and get straight answers from Dr. Sylvia Chard. 


WORKSHOP FEE 

(inclusive of snacks and buffet lunch, workshop materials, training kit, and certificates) 

Regular Fee (Payment made after early bird period): Php 17,500.00 

+ Early Bird (Payment received on or before July 31, 2007): Php 15,000.00 
Group Rate (a group of 3): Php 16,000.00/person 
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A PUBLIC SERVICE 


By the Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC), 


and the Land Transportation Office (LTO). 


NOTICE TO THE MOTORING PUBLIC 


Starting on July 25, 2007, 


Compulsory Third Party Liability — Certificate of Coverage (CTPL-COC) 


issued by insurance providers will be verified through the Certificate of Coverage Verification Facility 
(COCVF) of the LTO IT System. Be advised that only CTPL-COC policies from insurance providers 
that are accredited by the Insurance Commission and connected to the LTO IT System will 


be accepted. 


By the Department of 


A PUBLIC SERVICE 
portation and Communications (DOTC) 


and the Land Transpgrtatlon Office (LTO) 


NOTICE TO THE MOTORING PUBLIC 


PROCEDURES FOR MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AO SECURING CERTFICATE OF COVER 
ORCOUPIASORY THRO PARTY LABALITY (CIPLCOC) 


a cewplance men L1O€morandum Creer Number RB -2007-354 


ALTO Dut Otene wif ONLY ACCEPT region 


ef tter Vac nth vad CTPLCOC 


eed rough the LTO REORUATIO TECHNOL OGY N) SYST. 


Bec aby 205 2007, ORLY Compulsory Third Pay Listy Create of Cover (CTPL-COC) 
rfid teous tho LTO T Syeten WAL BE ACCEPTED fer TO motor vehicle region 


Stp-bp tp procedur 


sreing wld CTPLCOC: 


7 Seure yeu CTPLCOC pay oy rom nga Ineerance companies or agents duir 
erect byte barons Comision (C) 


2, To naire hat your tourance promi Ie 


accredited by the lauras Commas 


And han an onin aod ates Gnnacon toe LTO sytam lock or bos sat 


LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE, AORE 
>a mir vtone COPRSPOROEE WN 


MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 22037-854 


Ni Regional and Assistant Regional Directors, Heads of 
Distric/Exiension Oies, Head ~ LTO IT Piojeci Management 
Commitee 


Online and eal-Time Registration and Authentication of Certificates 
‘of Cover for Compulsory Third Paty Liability Insurance 


16 Joly 2007 


In Fine with Department Order No. 2007-28 dated $ July 2007 of tho Deparment of 
“Tronportation and Communications, prescribing th rules and regulations of tho integration 
Of the issuance and payment of CTPL Insurance with the LTO IT Projet's System 
Databases, end pending implementation threo", during the transition period m 

therein, there is a need 10 implement an interim verification system, specifically the COCVF. 


In view thereof, all LTO officials and employees and other concerned parties are hereby 
directed to comply withthe following 


1 Effective 25 July 2007, only COCs for CTPL that are verificd and authenticated online 
‘and realtime under the COCVF System shall be accepted 


2. Suadcom shall, as the project proponent of the LTO IT Project, conduct orientation 
‘meetings and rainings on the COCVF to all concerned LTO officials and employees, 


“This Memorandum Circular shall remain effective umil: (a) the expiration of the ninety (90) 
days transition period stipulated in the DOTC Department Order No. 2007-28; or (0) the 
actual implementation of the Integrated CTPL Insurance Program, 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL PUPILS TARGETTED 
Novel program teaches kids to be heroes 


By Julie M. Aurelio and sacrifice that it entails.” 
‘Angelica Torregoza, a student 
HOW DOES ONE TEACH HERO- from Pembo Elementary School, 
ism and love of country to clever had a ready answer on how to re- 
kids? cycle a plastic water bottle: “I can 
Ies very hard ... heroism is use it to grow plants, as a pencil 
something that is not easily holder, or I can use it as a water 
taught,” said Wynn Wynn Ong, bottle again,” she said in Filipino. 
vice president of Hands On Mani- Ong hopes that by exposing 
fa (HOM), an alternative volun- high-achieving children to the 
teerservice. right role models—HOM's tutor- 
“Heroism can't be taught from volunteers are made up of profes- 
textbooks but surrounding chil- sionals and office workers in 
dren with the right role models Makati City—they would, at the 
might just do the trick," Ong said very least, learn to be good citizens 
Saturday at the launch of “Galing or, at best, become little heroes. 
Mo Kid,” an HOM program that As a pilot run, 30 incoming 
mentors high-achieving interme- Grade 4 students were selected 
diate grade school students from from Pembo Elementary School in 
public elementary schools. ‘Makati City and Nueve de Pebrero 
‘The program runs for 20 Satur- Elementary School and Plainview 
days with the help of volunteer Elementary School in Mandaluy- 
mentors. ong City. Ong said most of the 
HOM, according to its website, kids’ parents were minimum wage 
will track the progress of the stu: earners who could only afford to 
dents until they graduate from el- send them to publie schools 
ementary school and willhelp se- The children met their tutors 
cure scholarships for these stu- for the first time yesterday at the 
dents’ secondary education. Filipinas Heritage Library 
Participants will enjoy one-on- Makati. 
one mentoring sessions as well as 
four educational trips. They will Out of the box 
be able to learn beyond the basics Dondon Marquez, HOM pro- 
of English, Filipino, Mathematics gram manager, observed that the CELEBRITY SINGER’ 
and Science, receive instruction lack of facilities and opportunities 
on entrepreneurship and environ- in the public schools could stunt 
mental awareness, and under- the development of high-achiev- HOM developed the program crop, Ong hopes to createaripple Pebrero Elementary. “Kasi po, kapag hindi naala- 
stand the importance of heroism. ing kids. with the help of PAREF effect that would eventually ex- She admitted that sometimes, gaan ang kalikasan, baka po 
“This makes the Galing Mo Kid Southridge School in Alabang, tendtootherkidsintheirschools, the curriculum in some schools magkasakit tayo, Gusto ko maging 
Define hero program a godsend. It uses out- Muntinlupa City. to their families and to their wasnotenoughtohelpthesmart malinis ang Pilipinas para 
"A hero is not just someone of-the-box techniques that en- pe neighborhood. oneslearn moreanddomore. hangaan tayo ng ibang bansa at 
who stops bombs or saves the hance critical thinking and devel- Ripple effect “This is a good opportunity Ten-year-old Torregoza said ibang tao (Because if we don't 
day, thar kind of thing," Ong ex. op leadership skills among the Marquez hinted that there for them to be exposed to envi- she was optimistic and eager that take care of the environment, we 
plefned."Doinglitte tinge “like kids. For instance, environmental were plans to bring the students ronmental issues. They will be the weekly mentoring would might get sick. I want the Philip- 
Thinking of how to recycle awa. issues such as recycling, solid to the Inqumen, so they could see learning more outside the class- teach her about garbage manage- pines to have clean surroundings 
ter bottle—can be considered waste management and conser- howanewspaperis put out. room,” said Wilhemina ment and keeping her surround- sp we would be admired by other 
heroic, especially with the time vation will be discussed. Bautista, principal of N je ingsclean. countries),” she said. 
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‘Villongco asks questions of a participant in Hands On Manila's Ang Galing Mo Kid Project at the Filipinas Heritage 


Library in Makati. ROMY HORMLLADA 
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[= DIBYOU KNOW. |... 
THE RESEARCH Institute for Tropica! Medicine in 
labang, Muntinlupa Gy isthe principal research 
frm of the Department of Health on Infectious and 
tropical diseases. It also manufactures vaccines, 

provides vare to paints suffering trom troploal 

Hiseases and trains medical personne on the con- 
frol af these allment it has 8 38-bed hospital wih 
in intensive care unt wards and Isolation rooms. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


9 injured as fire hits 2 schools 


By Allison W. Lopez 


NINE PEOPLE, MOST OF THEM CHIL- 
dren, were injured when a fire hit two 
public schools yesterday afternoon in 
Sta, Cruz, Manila, 

‘One of the victims was three-year- 
old Mark Alfred Casinas, who was 
watching the fire when he was acci- 
dentally hit by a fire truck rushing to 
the Francisco Balagtas Elementary 
School and Teodora Alonzo High 
School which are situated next to 


each other on Alvarez Street. 

Casinas sustained a bump on his 
forehead. The others, who were also 
onlookers, suffered bruises and tuts 
when they were hit by falling debris 
from a building in front of the burning 
schools, 

"They were identified as Alvin Grego, 
7; John Allen Lozano, 9; Kevin Lavador, 
14; Arly Guevarra, 15; Rose Ann Reyes, 
10; Lawrence Brasia, 15; and Adrian Vi- 
tug, 14. They were treated at the Jose 
Reyes Memorial Medical Center. 


Jenny Dy, 24, a fire volunteer, was 
rushed to the Metropolitan Hospital af- 
ter she sustained injuries in the head 
and left arm, 

SFO2 Rodelio Nelvis, Manila fire mar- 
shal, said that most of the victims have 
already been declared out of danger, 

The fire began at 12:32 p.m. and 
reached the fifth alarm before it was 
put out at 2:45 p.m. Though still under 
investigation, Nelvis said the fire 
seemed to have started at the Francisco 
Balagtas Elementary School which sus- 


tained more damage because it was 
made of light materials, 

‘The Teodora Alonzo High School, on 
the other hand, was built of concrete. 

Nelvis added that they would ques- 
tion two of the elementary school's util- 
ity workers, Roger Banisid and Enrico 
Ferrer, who were reportedly on the 


MARIAN 
Lourdes and Fai 
with FR. CORSIE LEGASPI 
‘as pilgrimage chaplain 
on October 8 — 19, 2007 
For more details 


‘campus when the fire struck. 

Residents living near the schools said 
the smoke that came ftom the elemen- 
tary school smelled like “burnt electri- 
cal wire." 


Please cali 8090764 or 3090605 
(Erom 10:00 AM — 3:00 PM) 
or Cell Phone No.: 09174110154 
Look for Airyn 
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i ideas for life 


A FIREMAN helps his coworker train his hose 
on the flames licking two school buildings in 
Sta, Cruz, Manila. Nine people were injured 
ANU an as 
j 7 poisi 
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Binay: No games, i ay TN! 


surfing during 
school hours 


ByDJ Yap 


KIDS, BE WARNED: NO MORE GAMING, 
surfing, or chatting during school hours. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay reminded 
school and barangay officials in the city to 
strictly enforce an ordinance banning ele- 
mentary and high school students from enter- 
ing Internet shops and other “leisure estab- 
lishments” during school hours. 

He also reiterated his waring to all owners CER 


and operators of gaming and leisure estab- NP} gh 


piem bigner» a 


me 
lishments to comply with the ordinance, or =e GP 
else face stiff penalties, including fines, im- Eoy 
prisonment, and the revocation- of their busi- 
ness permits. 


For the sake of profit 

“Our school and barangay officials, even 
the parents of schoolchildren, need to re- 
main vigilant to ensure strict enforcement 
of these regulations that aim to deter un- 
scrupulous owners or operators from toler- 


, 6; IE 
ating truant students for the sake of profit,” K. hee : EAA 


Binay said. 


i 
Under the 2002 ordinance, as amended by 4 
the Makati City Child and Youth Welfare | 
Code, owners or operators of billiard halls, E 
video or computer arcade shops, movie hous- i 
es, and malls are prohibited from allowing 

students in school uniforms to enter the i 
premises. 

Buta provision in the ordinance allows stu- 
dents to enter computer shops, for “research 
and academic-related activities,” and malls or 
movie houses if accompanied by a parent or 
an adult guardian. 


“NR-A1006F 


Parents, teachers concerned 

‘The ordinance was passed to address 
concerns raised by parents and teachers 
on the rising incidence of “cutting classes, 
tardiness, and absenteeism" among stu- 
dents. 

In 2004, the ordinance was given more 
teeth with the enactment of the Makati Child 
and Youth Welfare Code, a section of which 
prohibits the operation of gaming shops and 
similar establishments within 100 meters of a 
school or church. 

Under the Code, violators shall face a fine 
of P2,000 or a jail term of not more than four 
months on the first offense, and a fine of 
P3,000 with a jail term of not more than six 
months on the second. 

Third-time offenders face a fine of P5,000 
with imprisonment of no more than one |?" 
year, confiscation of video machines, com- 
puters and other paraphernalia, and the au- 
tomatic revocation of their business permits 
or licenses. 


The NEW PANASONIC 10 cu.ft. FREEZER!” 


& ‘The New Panasonic Freezer offers a bigger 10 cu.ft. capacity witt 
* “taller and wider shelves that can store even large-size food items .Ț 
and a quick freezing capability that allows you to produce over 
100 ice bags a day. When you need maximum storage room for 
your frozen goods, nothing else fits but the Panasonic Freezer. 


Can freeze ovar 100 ce 


-Eficient cooling system 
bags por day 


taller, wider shelves. though AN Relibond 
evon a TURKEY FITS ` Evaporator Shelves 


| From the country's No.4 
‘manufactur of Ret 


Bigger capacity ond 


| www.panasonic.com.ph . 
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' Conversion of university into pamantasan pushed 


me REN, 


RUDE ROAD BEHAVIOR 
From Jun, 42, of Quezon 


“At F. Agoncillo Street corner Escoda and Apacible Streets, jeepney drivers waiting for 


passengers hog both corners, causing traffic problems and making it impossible for other vehicles to pass.” 


Pedestrian crossing problem 


solved; footbridge needed 
Thankyou to the officials who immediately acted 
on my complaint regarding the presence of FX 
taxis and jeepneys who walt for passengers out- 
side the transport terminal of SM Fairview annex, 
stopping pedestrians from crossing the street. 
Now, we are hoping that a footbridge can be built 
for both SM and Robinsons patrons so pedestri- 
ans will not find it difficult to cross the street es- 
pecially when it rains and the street is flooded. 
Thanks again! 

Jasmine Abella-Bautista, 37, Camarin, 

Caloocan City 


soon RCTON, 


the Tutuban area are back! People were able to 
use the pedestrian lanes again after the owners of 
these illegal stalls were evicted from these areas 
only a while back. Now, the vendors are back. 

Can't we get rid of these regular fixtures who con- 
tribute to the congestion and traffic problems 
‘once and for all? 


Citizen’s 


Romy K.,53, Binondo, Manila 
Looking for prey 


| would like to cali the attention of the authorities 
concerned about certain Metropolitan Manila De- 
velopment Authority personnel manning the 
Crossing-Edsa area. instead of easing the traffic 
woes of motorists, they are the ones causing traf- 


fic by tolerating bus drivers who stop to pick up 
passengers even if the traffic light flashes green. 
Butt these aides spot a taxi cab or private vehicle, they're al- 
ways on the prowl, hoping to make a profitable “catch.” 
Jonathan Amosco, 26, 
‘Mandaluyong City 


Santolan needs traffic aides 

isn't there a solution to the traffic flow problem in the Santolan 
(Quezon City) area going to Edsa? It takes one more than 30 
‘minutes to reach Edsa! We would also lke to call the attention 
of the authorities concerned regarding the colorum (illegal) 
taxis at the Shell station at the corner of Buendia Avenue and 
Edsa who charge each passenger PSO for short trips. These 
cab drivers do not allow other taxis to wait for passengers at 
this "terminal." 


Three-year wait 


‘The cement road on D. Tuazon Street between C3 and Del 
Monte Street has been in a bad state for almost three years 
now. We have been waiting for a repair crew to do something 
aboutit, but no luck Who can help? 
Janelyn Reyes, 20, D. Tuazon St., 
Quezon City. 


Carmen Salvador, 55, Quezon City 


Sidewalk vendors here to stay? 
The vendors hogging the sidewalks of Reina Regente Street to 


| ATTEND AND BE INSPIRED BY THE 2007 YOUNG MARKET MASTERS AWARDEES (YMMA)! 


2ND YOUNG MARKET MASTERS SUMMIT 
THEME: NEW MARKETING INITIATIVES 


Aug. 7 & 8, 2007 1:30pm to 6:00pm 
BALLROOM, MANDARIN ORIENTAL HOTEL, MAKATI 


Day 1 (Aug. 7, 2007 1:30pm-6pm) 

1 

LAUNCHING NEW PRODUCT CATEGORIES 
Aurora Mangubat-Suarez, Publisher, Summit Media 
& YMMA awardee for Business Development 


2 

LAUNCHING VALUE SERVICE FROM A 
NEWER PLAYER 

Monette Aldovino-De Joya, Advisory Account 
Manager, Innove Communications & 

YMMA awardee for Account Management 


3 

LAUNCHING NEW FLANKER PRODUCTS 
TO PROTECT TURF 

Carla Chavez, Senior Brand Manager, Alaska Milk 
& YMMA awardee for Brand Management 


4&5 

LAUNCHING SERVICE IN A NEW MARKET 
Candice Alabanza-lyog, Vice President for 
Marketing and Product, Cebu Pacific Air & 
YMMA awardee for Service Marketing 


Jane Basas, Senior Marketing Manager, Smart 
Communications & YMMA awardee for 
International Marketing 


6 
LAUNCHING MARKETING INITIATIVES: 
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 


Dondi Gomez, Managing Director: Skin, Deodorants & Homecare, Unilever & YMMA awardee for 
Marketing Management 
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ymma outstanding brand-building and innovation 
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Mansmith and Fielders, Inc. 
, Helping your marketing and sles teams soar! 
| #14 Ilang-ilang St, GF Waters Center, New Me 
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organized annually by Mansmith and Fielders, Inc 
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nize young marketers ld and below w e done 


For inquiries or registration, pls. visit our website at www.mansmith.net, ' 
text 0920-9223732, call Alice or Gail at 722-2318/727-7142 or 
email us at info@mansmith.net. 
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ezon City 1112 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


TWO COUNCILORS HAVE PROPOSED THE 
conversion of the Quezon City Polytechnic 
University into a higher educational institu- 
tion to be known as the “Pamantasan ng 
Lungsod Quezon.” 

Councilors Eden Medina and Winston 
Castelo of the city’s second district, propo- 
nents of the resolution, urged Mayor F 
ciano Belmonte Jr. to make their proposal one 
of his priority projects during his term. 

According to the two councilors, “it is the 
declared policy of the Quezon City govern- 
ment to provide quality education in all levels 
to the city’s poor but talented students and 
make it accessible to all.” 


More funding 
The conversion would mean additional 
government funding for the state university 
which would allow it to offer more courses. 
“Converting QCPU into a pamantasan has 
been a long-felt need in Quezon City; it would 


mean more funding for the institution,” they 
stressed. 

“The proposed pamantasan is intended to 
provide collegiate level courses for technolog- 
ical, professional and vocational fields; trai 
ing in science, engineering and industrial 
fields; and to promote research, advance 
studies and progressive leadership in its areas 
of specialization,” the councilors said. 


Specialization 

The pamantasan is also envisioned to 
introduce and offer courses which do not 
receive sufficient emphasis in existing in- 
stitutions of higher learning in the coun- 
try, they added. 

"The councilors pointed out that the pro- 
posed conversion would not only expand the 
QCPUSs services but also raise it to the level of 
a higher educational institution. 

‘The university was established in March 
1994 through a city ordinance. Then known 
as the Quezon City Polytechnic, it became a 
university in 2001. 


Task force created to implement 
antipoverty programs in QC 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


WITH THE RISING UNEMPLOYMENT IN 
Quezon City, a special task force has been cre- 
ated to take the lead in implementing the city 
government's program of giving residents 
more access to job opportunities and improv- 
ing their living conditions. 

‘Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. 
recently tapped nine local government of- 
fices, with the Anti-Poverty Integration Task 
Force (APITF) as the lead agency, to address 
poverty in the city. 

“These departments and offices will be 
speatheading programs aimed at generating 
income and employment to attend to the 
needs of the fast growing labor force,” Bel- 
monte said ina statement. 


More residents without jobs 

‘The APITF reported that the number of job- 
less residents in the city has risen to 250,000 
this year, compared to 209,097 in 2006. 

According to APITF head La Rainne 
Sarmiento, Belmonte came up with the idea 
of tapping the nine departments in the an- 
tipoverty program “to erase the perception 
among QC residents” that they are suffering 
from poverty because they are out of work. 

“Many city residents feel that they are poor 
because of their failure to land jobs that 
‘would uplift their families’ living conditions,” 
Sarmiento said 

‘She explained that the APITF's task, which 
is different from that of the eight other de- 
partments in the antipoverty program, is to 
create more job opportunities. 

Some of the programs the task force will 
undertake this year include hosting more job 
fairs for local and overseas job markets which 


15,000 applicants, coordinating with firms 
for on-the-job training or immediate employ- 
ment, conducting job matching and putting 
up a referral system for the unemployed. It 
will also support organizations such as senior 
citizens’ groups whose members want to 
work as community or office volunteers, and 
facilitate residents’ access to capital by pro- 
viding collateral-free and low-interest capital 
loans. 

Its other programs include the improve- 
ment of the quality of human resources by 
conducting community-based training on a 
variety 6f livelihood skills and short vocation- 
al courses and linking up with small-service 
firms for marketing trainees. It will also offer 
technical courses to small scale businessmen 
to improve their personality development and 
entrepreneurship values, and provide contin- 
uous educational support for house helpers 
and out-of-school youth through the Depart- 
ment of Education's Alternative Learning Sys- 
tem. 


Work for 40,000 people 

Sarmiento said the APITF already accom- 
plished some of its tasks by helping about 
40,000 residents to land jobs last year and 
earlier this year. It also helped an estimated 
25,000 small scale entrepreneurs in putting 
up their businesses. 

The other departments which are in- 
volved in the antipoverty program are the 
Business Associations Coordinating Office, 
City Planning and Development Office, 
Community Relations Office, City Health 
Department, Division of City Schools, Envi- 
ronmental Protection and Waste Manage- 
ment Department, Public Employment Ser- 
vices Office and the Office of Senior Citi- 
zens’ Affairs 


are expected to provide employment for 
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NABLUS, WEST BANK—SCORES OF 
West Bank Palestinian militants taken 
off Israel's wanted list as a gesture to 
President Mahmoud Abbas are hand- 
ing in weapons and signing pledges 
to cease violence against Israel, say- 
ing they want to give Abbas a chance 
to consolidate his rule here. 
Interviews and encounters with 
more than a dozen members of the 
gun-toting, notoriously unruly Al 
Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, associated 
with Abbas’ Fatah faction, indicate 
that at least in the West Bank they are 
taking an open-ended timeout. 
“Everything must come to an end,” 
said Mahdi Maraka, an Aqsa Brigades 
leader from Al Ein refugee camp here 
in Nablus, a traditional hotbed of Fa- 
tah militancy in the northern West 
Bank. “There are two tracks, the polit- 
ical and the military. Now is the time 


FAMILY members of kidnapped South Korean Christians 


for the political stage.” 

Nasr Kharaz, 31, an armed militant 
and spokesperson for the Brigades in 
the West Bank, said, “The military 
wing of Fatah has stopped armed re- 
sistance at this stage.” 

‘The Aqsa Brigades, which first ap- 
peared in 2000, was one of the driv- 
ing forces of the second Palestinian 
intifada. It was built by Fatah’s grass- 
roots leadership with the backing of 
Yasser Arafat, the former Palestinian 
leader, as a nationalist force to rival 
the Islamic militants of Hamas in the 
armed struggle against Israel. 

‘At the height of the intifada, the 
brigades—thought to number in the 
hundreds—earried out scores of 
shooting attacks on Israeli civilian ve- 
hicles and moved on to suicide bomb- 
ings inside Israel. 

But in the occupied West Bank in 


conference at a restaurant in Seongnam, south of Seoul, on July 22. 


Despite outcry, many 
Americans can’t live 
without China goods 


By Rob Lever 


WASHINGTON—EVEN AS PRO- 
tests grow about US imports from 
China, many Americans may find 
it hard to manage without the 
range of products that dominate 
or in some cases monopolize the 
marketplace. 

Safety concerns over Chinese- 
made goods prompted further 
comments in Congress over the 
past week and led President 
George W. Bush to establish a 
new panel to review the safety of 
imported goods. 

Yet economists and consumers 
say that Chinese-made products 
have become so ubiquitous it may 
be next to impossible to wean 
Americans off low-cost imports. 

Sara Bongiori, a journalist and 
author of A Year Without ‘Made in 
China,” which tells of a yearlong 
effort by her family in 2005 to 
avoid buying any Chinese-made 
products, said the experiment 
showed how intertwined the two 
big economies are. 

“We can live without Chinese 
imports, sort of,” she wrote, while 
adding: “Swearing off Chinese 
products forever seems impracti- 
cal, since it might mean we'd nev- 
er again buy a cell phone, a squirt 
gun, or one day maybe even a 
television. We don't want to give 
up those things for good.” 

Bongiorni said she discovered 
that toys, toasters and small elec- 
tronies come mainly from China, 
as well as many other consumer 
goods. 

During her yearlong experi- 
ment, she said, “I ended up 
spending almost $70 for tennis 
shoes for my son, compared to 
$10 or $15 for those from China.” 

China exported some $290 bil- 
lion worth of products to the 
United States in 2006, a signifi- 
cant chunk of the $9.2 trillion of 
US consumer spending. 

“Chinese goods may not make 
up everything we buy, but they 
sure are a major portion,” said 
Joel Naroff, an economist who 
operates a consulting firm Naroff 
Economic Advisors, in the fore- 
word to Bongiorn’s book. 

Naroff said that based on the da- 
ta, “we should be able to live very 
easily without having to buy Chi- 
nese products. But that just may 
not be the case, especially for low- 
er- or middle-income families.” 

Naroff added: “Many goods 
have components that are made 
in China but assembled “else- 
where, Most manufacturers 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


TheNVORLD 
Fatah militants lay down arms to bolster Abbas 


recent years, they have mostly con- 
fined themselves to engaging Israeli 
soldiers who have come looking for 
them on their turf. Associates of one 
of the Brigades’ chief architects, the 
Jailed but influential Marwan Bargh- 
outi, say even they support the 
amnesty. 

In Gaza, by contrast, a more ag- 
gressive spirit of armed resistance 
lives on. There, men affiliated with 
the Aqsa Brigades are still firing rock- 
ets at Israel, 

For both Israel and the Aqsa 
Brigades in the West Bank, the emerg- 
ing ceasefire is an experiment. 

“We didn’t want to be obstacles in 
the way of the national project,” said 
Ibrahim Sahli, a senior Aqsa com- 
mander for the northern West Bank 
better known by his nom de guerre, 
‘Abu Jabal, or father of the mountain. 


KANDAHAR, 


AFGHANISTAN—AF- 


sees’, then tae ee all 
‘Afghanistan cry during a news 
meures 


ghan and international troops on 
Sunday cordoned off the suspected 
hideouts of Taliban militants who 
have threatened to kill 23 South Ko- 
rean hostages, the defense ministry 
said. 

The move came as a South Korean 
crisis team arrived in Kabul, hours 
ahead of a 1430 GMT deadline set by 
the rebels to kill the captives from an 
evangelical Christian group unless 
the same number of jailed Islamist 
fighters are freed. 

"The Taliban also reaffirmed claims 
that it has killed two Germans and 
five Afghans kidnapped the day be- 
fore the Koreans, but Kabul and 
Berlin said one of the Germans was 
still alive and they were trying to save 
his life. 

The Taliban has also demanded 
that both Germany and South Korea 


couldn't care less where the com- 
ponent was initially produced. 
‘They only care that it is cheap and 
fits their needs.” 

China has been the object of a 
variety of boycotts, from human 
rights activists and those who ar- 
gue Americans are losing manu- 
facturing jobs. 

Criticism of China has risen in 
recent months amid growing con- 
cerns about safety. 

Reports of tainted pet foods, 
dangerous toys, fake drugs, tox- 
in-coated monkfish and cosmet- 
ics, drug-laced frozen eel, illicit 
pesticide-laden mushrooms and 
other products have led to recalls 
and bans and potentially more 
stringent import and food safety 
laws. 

Made-in-China toothpaste has 
also been blacklisted, fearing it 
may contain potentially deadly 
chemicals reportedly found in 
tubes sold in Australia and else- 
where. Some farm-raised seafood 
products have also been banned. 

In the wake of the scare, Utah- 
based vitamin maker Food for 
Health International started la- 
beling its products “China-free.” 

“We did this to improve the lev- 
elof confidence in the people tak- 
ing vitamin supplements,” said 
executive vice president Gary 
Kolman, who noted that China 
makes about 85 to 90 percent of 
the world’s supply of synthetic vi- 
tamin C and a high percentage of 
other vitamins. 

“The last thing we wanted to 
imply was that we are anti-Chi- 
na—absolutely not,” Kolman 
said. 

“We've had comments from 
people in China thanking us for 
taking a lead role” in drawing at- 
tention to safety issues. 

Yet Peter Morici, economist at 
the University of Maryland, said 
he does not seë the China export 
Juggernaut slowing despite the 
range of concerns in the US. 

“The trade deficit with China 
keeps rising,” he said. “If there is 
a consumer movement out there 
it has yet to come to any conse- 
quence.” 

Morici said the notion of a boy- 
cott having any major impact is 
“hard to fathom.” 

“The only way this would work 
is if it spread to Wal-Mart, which 
is China's biggest merchant,” he 
said. 

“IF people said they wouldn't 
go to Wal-Mart because of Chi- 
nese products that would change 
things.” AFP 
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or visit our website - 


PALESTINIAN 
children 
watch the 
funeral of 
two Hamas 
gunmen 
after they 
were killed 
inthe 
northern 
Gaza Strip 
by Israeli 
troops as 
they 
approached 
the border 
fence with 
Israel on July 
22, mus 


Az 


israeli finds out wife, 
not daughter, cheating 


JERUSALEM—AN ISRAELI MAN WHO HIRED 
a detective to find out whether his daughter 
was cheating on her husband was told by the 
investigator his wife was in fact the one being 
unfaithful, an Israeli daily reported on Sunday. 

The man had his daughter followed at the 
request of his son-in-law, who had been suspi- 
cious of his wife's behavior. The daughter was 
found innocent but the private investigator 
managed to snap photographs of the mother 
and another man caught in the act, the 
Maariv daily said. 

“I saved my daughter's marriage and at the 
same time, saved myself from a woman who 


had it all in life but chose another man,” the 
man, who has since sought to end the mar- 
riage, was quoted as telling his lawyer. Reuters 


Taliban claim killing German hostages, set deadline for 23 S. Koreans 


withdraw forces from Afghanistan, 
where about 3,000 German troops 
serve under Nato command and some 
200 Korean soldiers are deployed un- 
dera US-led contingent. 

‘Afghan soldiers, intelligence 
agents and international forces “have 
launched a joint operation to rescue 
the South Korean nationals,” the 
Afghan defense ministry said in a 
statement that gave no further de- 
tails. 

Ministry spokesperson Gen. Mo- 
hammad Zahir Azimi said troops 
have cordoned off several areas 
where the hostages might be held, 
and that they would move in after of- 
ficials met with the South Korean cri- 
sis team in the capital 

“There has not been any fighting or 
engagement yet, so far. We'll move in 
after hearing from the South Korean 
delegation. But the first phase of the 
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operation has been started,” Azimi 
said. 

The operation was taking place in 
the Qara Bagh district of insurgency- 
hit southern Ghazni province, it 
added. 

The Korean Christians were seized 
on Thursday while traveling on a bus 
along the highway linking southern 
Kandahar and Kabul, during an evan- 
gelical aid mission in the war-torn 
country, 

n spokesperson Yousuf Ah- 
madi on Sunday reiterated a claim 
that two German and five Afghan 
hostages were killed Saturday after 
Berlin and Kabul failed to meet tight 
deadlines for talks, 

“They have been killed,” Ahmadi 
told AFP from an undisclosed loca- 
tion. “If the government wants the 
bodies back, we will hand them over 
without conditions,"hesaid. AFP 
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Al-Qaida believed targeting Germany 


BERLIN—GERMAN AUTHORITIES BELIEVE AL- sherk ended to ere Gemey t the beginning of thorities have detained at least On Saturday, there were con- 
pi s P P nce due to the possibility that June, he saic seven German Islamists “who flicting reports of what happened 
Qaida is targeting Germany for possible attacks militans might carry out suicide ` “We have to assume that the could have been involved inplan- to ova German howages taken bY 
and that German Islamists have been traveling to aa ___ people ia returned = ~~ ee id. i the Taliban. i 
a a 5 aa ” P In April the bassy in istan are planning attacks,” je need to do everything pos- A spokesperson for Afghanistan's 
Pakistan for “terrorist training,” a top security Of- erlin announced it was boosting said. “This is a new, specific threat sible to find out who Sane E seta al 
ficial told a newspaper. security at its facilities in Ger- and is a cause for concern.” istan and was trained there,” the two after its demands for Ger- 
many in response to what it de- He said the Interior Ministry Hanning said. many to withdraw troops and for 
In a preview of an article ap- many and German installations scribed as an increased threat of was aware of 14 Islamists who Berlin has also said it believed Kabul to release all Taliban prison- 
pearing on Sunday, Deputy Inte- abroad, such as embassies,” Han- terrorism. went to Pakistan, some of whom there may be similar training ers were ignored. 
rior Minister August Hanning ning was quoted as telling Frank- Hanning, aformerhead ofGer- were still there. He added that camps in Afghanistan, where An Afghan official later said 
said: “The danger that there furter Allgemeine Sonn- many’s BND foreign intelligence Berlin believed that there were Germany has more than 3,000 one hostage wasstill alive but the 
aa ene angeteacks here is tagsveitung.“There isanew qual- agency, also said German ls- more Germans who had gone to troops stationed as part ofa Nato other had died of a heart attack, 
very real.” ity in the threat to Germany.” lamists were being trained in Pak- “terrorist training camps” in Pak- peacekeeping force. The Taliban The German Foreign Ministry 
“We have many indications ‘Last month German Interior istan. Three German Islamists istan. has threatened to step up attacks said it had received no indepen- 
that al-Qaida is targeting Ger- Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble said who trained there returned to In recent months Pakistani au- on German troops. dent confirmation. Reuters 


Turks vote in key polls face Bush has 5 polyps 
aimed at ending crisis Hii BERUR a removed from colon 


ANKARA—TURKS WENT TO ligioninal fields oflife. s FINA A t DOCTORSFOUNDANDREMOVED the colonoscopy necessitated the 
the polls on Sunday in early leg- The AKR which has its rootsin $ A ah i FE five small polyps from President transfer of power to Cheney. 
islative elections to end a crisis a now-defunct Islamist party, re- ZRNA f Bush's colon during a cancer screen- Bush's physician, Dr. Richard 
that pitted the Islamist-rooted jects charges that it is not com- IR SA ing Saturday that forced him to re- Tubb, oversaw the exam. 
government against the secular mitted to the country’s secular or- G BES f Jinquish his presidential powers to Tt was the second cancer 
establishment and called into der and argues that it has dis- PÑ het N ie ‘Vice President Dick Cheney for two screening of Bush's presidency. 
question the role of religion inthe owned its radical roots for a con- jas if Lane. hours and five minutes. During the first, in 2002, Bush al- 
Muslim-majority country. servative stance. WSU Naf ee: Scott M. Stanzel, a White so transferred his presidential 
| Prime Minister Recep Tayyip But critics accuse the party of Ẹ f SAER, House spokesperson, said the powersto Cheney. 
Erdogan is expected to win acon- having a hidden Islamist agenda 3, AS $ F polyps were not deemed worri- That year, doctors found no 
vincing victory and secure a sec- and aiming to install an Iranian- ; j- mV $ some on visual inspection by a polyps. But doctors did find and 
‘ond mandate in power despiteac- style regime in the mainly Mus- ‘ x >Y teamofdoctorsfromtheNational remove benign polyps from 
‘cusations that his Justice and De- lim country: Les, SR Naval Medical Center, who per- Bush's colon during exams in 
velopment Party (AKP) is seeking The opposition has tried to R: $ 3 formed the procedure in Camp 1998 and 1999, when he was the 
to undermine the separation of maintain that momentum during J te, David, Md. But in a statement re- governor of Texas. 
state and religio the election campaign and corner ; ed leased late Saturday morning, The polyps were of a type 
Polling stations opened at the goverment with accusations ` Stanzel said the polyps would be called adenomatous, which arise 
0400 GMT in 32 provinces in the of being too soft against sepa- Ay aN sent to the Naval Medical Center out of glandular tissue. In such 
east of the country and at 0500 ratist Kurdish rebels at the head & Rae for testing. cases, doctors recommend fol- 
GMT in the west. All voting will of mounting violence in the coun- CRE % r Stanzel said there would bea 48- low-up examinations every few 
end at 1400 GMT. trys southeast. p Š Na G to 72-hour wait for the results. He years to search for new polyps 
More than 42 million people To counter the opposition’s . N ji í. described the polyps as less thana and to check for smaller polyps 
will cast their votes to elect 550 charges, Erdogan, 53, has based > x! ? 3 centimeter in diameter each. that may have escaped notice in 
jawmakers to the country’s sin- his election campaign mostly on 3 ` 3 ‘The use of a sedative during earlier colonoscopies. NYT 
gle-chamber parliament. Four- his goverament’s impressive eco- T $ 
teen parties and some 700 inde- nomic achievements since coming ee TR J l 
Pendent candidates are in the t power nearly fve yearsago. > S $$ S ZA Early raves, fast sales 
running for a seat. The AKP rode o power alonein E Sly AR i IH s 
Erdogan was forced to bring November 2002, ending more: $ 
glections forward from November a decade of weak coalition govem- @y A>] A A Ta g ree fina arry Potter 
after a grave crisis triggered bythe ments, and under its rule, Turkey Mines Sacer 
‘AKP’s attempt to install Foreign has become a high-growth country SUPPORTERS of the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) wave Turkish NEW YORK—THE BOOKS ARE held in awe for living up to the 
‘Minister Abdullah Gul, a former with relatively low inflation and flags during a campaign meeting in Istanbul on July 21,ontheeve of out; the word is spreading. most intimidating standards. 
Islamist, to the presidency. record foreign investment. elections. ve “The last Potter is amazing. It “To create such an extraordi- 
* The move prompted a siffwam- It has also launched membership has definitely gone way beyond nary world, fill it with complicat- 
ing hom the Amy -which hastop. takswith the European Union. northern Iraq to strike at Kurdish position Republican People's Par- what I expected’ Deb ed characters and convergent 
ies Tour gowemmens sine Erdogan has promised to ex- rebels bases iftalks with Iraq and ty (CHP) was tipped to come in Kiehimeier, 16, of Cherry Hill, back stories is beyond the reach 
Peso hat ik Silstepintoprotect pand individual rights, inroducea the United States fail to resolve second place, while the right- New Jersey, said of "Harry Potter of most writers’ wrare the Los 
the secular order if need be. new and more civilian constitution the issue. ‘wing Nationalist Action Party was and the Deathly Hallows,” which Angeles Times’ Mary McNamara. 
ae eee Or eclarTurkstook to and implement determined poli- According to the latest polls, expected to rerum to parliament was released Saturday world-  “Tosustain that world and grow 
phe streets in mass demonstrations cies to tackle rampant unemploy- the AKP will gamer some 40 per. afteranabsence offiveyears. wide. (See related story on those characers over seen books 
Und the secular opposition blocked ment if he comesto power again. cent of the vote, well above its34 Several independent lawmak- Lifestyle, Page C1) filled with plot twists, folklore and 
fic pedemial Gecionsin parli-  Inremarkson Saturday, healso percent showing in the previous ers, mastly members of the pro- “Harry Potter fans are always even a. magical curriculum and 
menton fearsthata presidentfrom warmed that his country could election. Kurdish Democratic Society Party, trying to predict what will hap- then bring it all to an articulate, 
eP anid boos thereleofre, send troops into neighboring  Thestaunchlysecularmainop- arealso expected towinseats. AFP pen next, and J.K. Rowling al- emotionally wrenching conclu- 
3 ways gives them something dif- sion—that is a truly epic quest.” 
ferent,” Kiehlmeier said. On Saturday bookstores 
LEN Republic ot tno Phiippines On Day 1 of the AH. (After around the world welcomed ea- 
EAS = PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY fh CRYO CUA Tenors ch Hany) Ere, reviewers and read- ger readers, young and old, in 
SS- Greaney erence ‘ers mourned the end ofa historic glasses and capes, some shiver- 


SS rea yeaa a i caer series that proved young people ing, some sweaty, all joined by the 


‘wo. pea.gor Bh INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID | can still crave the written word thick hardback book with the 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID “The Doveo Cy Vint Dlticl DOWO). Brough he ide ond Ames Conmnee | lke the crispiest French fry- twas opening words: “The two men 

IFOR WARES SERIACES LOSS Tre Sy umes eoan tegsierea wan and classited by the Phippne | a day for the sleepless and the appeared out of nowhere, a few 
(07-013) Goniraciors Rcecinton Board (PCAS) Dapp retary and bundeigtie, | sleepy to enjoy and to recall one- yards apart in the narrow, moon- 

Seria Reclamation Authority (PRA), through its corporate budget Dai = use y = last, fresh taste of Potter. litlane.” 

e a an eas sey Sana aaant Tees aad ae eaer e west cme ates a Critics bowed before Rowlings The first six Potter books have 

Fifty Five Pesos and 40/100 (Php 4977,955.40), incisive of VAT, under Location ‘Malagamot Road, Panacan, Davao City achievement. She was compared sold more than 325 million 

the fact ax the Suppy lor Manpower Semces Bde recewed in excess Ealaion Mao Project Includes the Site Development | to the greats of children's and copies, and in some places de- 


of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bd opening 


“The PRA now invites Bids trom eligible Bidders for tne Supply for Manpower 
Services for twelve (12) monins. The deseripion of an eligible Bidder is 
contained in Secton Il and Annex “A” of Section Il he Bidding Documents 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
or-ceretonary pass/al cnieria as spece in the implementing Rules 
and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Repusic Act 9184 (R.A, 8184), otherwise 
known as tne “Government Procurement Relorm Act” Oniy Bids Irom 
Bicders who pass Ine ahgbilty check wil be opened. The bidder withthe 
Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shal advance to the post qualification siage in 
order 'o finally determine responsiveness of tne bid 1o technical and fnanca! 
Tequiremenis of he projec. The contract shal be awarded tothe Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) 


Interest Bidders may obtain further information fram the BAC Secretariat 
fd rapt me Sisang Docomerts Sarg July 24, 2007 fom 8:00 AM 19 
M 


A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased trom July 24 to 
August 1, 2007 by intrested Bidders irom Ihe BAC Secreiariai and upon 
Payment of a nonrefundable tee Inthe amouni of Five Thousand Pesos 
{Php 5,900.00). Tne method of payment wil be cash or check payable to 
PRA. ‘The Bidding Documents shall be received personally by 
prospective Bidder ar his authorized representative. 


‘The PRA wil hold a Pre-Bid Conferance open to all nterested parties on 
July 34, 2007 at 10:00 AM. at tke PRA Contarance Room, & Floor Legaspi 
‘Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati Ciy. 


Bids and eliibiy requirements must be delivered tothe PRA Office on or 
before August 14, 2007 at 1-15 P.M. (PRA 7 oor wal clock time). Al Bids 
‘must be accompanied by a Bid security in the fxm and amount indicated in 
{hw BOS. Late Bids shali no! be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on August 14, 2007 at 1:30 P.M. atthe PRA Conference 
Room. 8" Floor Legaspi Towers 200. Paseo de Roxas, Makati Ciy. Bids wit 
Be pened inh presence of ne Ser representatvas who choose 1o 
anere 


Prospective Bidders should have undertaken a similar undertaking in the last 
tives (3) years, and should have key personnel and services | equipment 
‘avaiable forthe manpower services contemplated herein. 


Pursuant to BIR Revenue Regulations 02-2005, all prospective bidders are 
mandated to fle their come and businass tax returns electronically using 
the Electronic Filing and Payment System [EF PS) 


The PRA assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indermily 
Bidders for any expenses incurred in tne preparation ofthe bid. + 


“The PRA reserves the right io acceptor reject any Bid. lo annul the biking 
process, and lo reject ali Bids at any ime prior io contract award, without 
{hereby incurring any tabiiy tothe affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(Sod) JAIME R. MILLAN 


Craimman 
(Poti 17 822.2007) ee 


{construction of Control House, Perimeter Fence, 
Kephalting, Splash Box, Drainage System, 
Pedestal, Pipe Support, Discharge Line and 
Construction of Erection Boom), Installation of 
Electrical Facilities, Motor Controis (Soft Start), 
Chlorination System (2-1 Hp Vertical Multistage 
Motor with In-line Centrifugal Pump), and 150 Hp 
Sabmersible Pump and Motor. 


Prospective bidders should possess a valid PCAS License applicable io the 
‘Contac have compleled a siriar coniac wih a value of atleast 80% ofthe ABC, 
2nd nave key personnal and equpmert (ised inthe Ekg Forms) avaliable for- 
{he prosecutonolthe contract The BAC wil use non-dacretonary pass/ai criteria 
inthe Ekpbity ChechiScresring as well asthe Preaminary Examination of Bids. 
‘The BAC B wil conduct postquatfcaton of the lowest calculated bid. 


‘Al particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Security. 
Pertormance Securlly, Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Posi- 
‘Gaattcaton and Award of Contrect shal be governed by the pertinent provisions 
GIRA S184 and ts implomenung Ruies and Rapuaton-A (IRR-A), 


“The schedule of BAC-B acties is as flows: 


fantasy authors—J.R.R. Tolkien, mand for “Deathly Hallows” is al- 
L. Frank Baum, Roald Dahl—and ready exceeding supply. AP 


Republic of the Phinppines 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
‘Garage Administrative Region 
Butuan City 


‘2nd INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

‘The Deparment of Educabon, Caraga Aarinisvalwe Regon (Regionai Olca) rough 

Trius and Awards Gommities (GAC) intos al prospective cooperalives duly 

feglsleres wh the CDA except cooperatives of afererily abled persons 10 apply 

{ot eugialty and i found ela, to be for 

NAME OF PROJECT =: Supply and Delivry of Elementary Tables and Chairs 
land Secondary Armenairs 

ABC & FUNDING Funding Source is the government ofthe Philippines CY 
$08 EAA ER Alcan fhe DepED Desire 

rolesi) 

CONTRACT DURATION : One Hundred Twenty (120) Calendar Days 

BELIVERY sites ‘Boor to door delwery lo various recipient schools (See 
Schedule of reqiroments ofthe Bidding Documents) 


tor DESCRIPTION ‘QUANTITY | _ABC (Ph 


[ BACB Activities. ‘Schedule 


Elamniay Tables (ALL WOODY 400 | P2407, 000.00, 


7 ay 23-31, 2007 


Elementary Chas (ALL WOOD] w 
‘Secondary Armenae (ALL WOODY a RR) 
‘The Schedule of BAC actives Is as flows 


E EEEE 


BAC eiivor DATE and THE VENUE, 


ily 24 — August T.2007 
Augst 13 — 24, 2007 
‘August 14—27. 2007 
‘August 28, 2007, 200 PM. 
Receipt and Opening of Bids TL September 11, 2007, 200 Ft 


‘The BAC-B wil issue to prospective bidders Eigibäity Forms thru the BAC-S 
Socretanai Oo al he DOWO Otice of he AGM for Operations, Bajada. Davao Ciy. 
{on fer sulmssion of@ LOL and upon inex payment ol a non-elundable amount 
1 Php 1,500.00 io the DCWD Cashier. Prospective bidders shali submit the 
Bigoun Requremenis io the BAC-B at ihe sax address. They may aiso obtain 
fh resus i ina Exgbity Check by he BAC atthe same address. 

“The BAC wil issue Bidding Documents ony io bidders declared by he BACB 1o 
De alipite for he bidang upon payment of a non-refundable amount of Php 
3,500.00 to he DCWD Cashuer. 


“Tho Davao Cily Water District assumes no responsibly whatsoever to compensate 
Gr indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred nthe preparation of tex bis. 


‘Approved by: 


(Sod) ENGR. EXEQUIEL B. HOMEZ 
‘cig. Charperson, Bids & Awards Comenitteo-B 


aiai of bading documeria| July 30, 2007 1o | DepED Caraga Regional 
ugusi 3, 2007" | Oiice, Rosales Avenue, 

Buwan Cuy 
Pesa Cansar Es a, 200 | DepED Caraga Rogora | 
mEoopm | Otce. Rosales Avenve, 


Desana Tor snien o RE | August 36. 2007 
at 2 Noon 
Butuan Cay 
Opening or Bias Taal, 2007 | DepED Caraga Reponal 
200 pm. | Office, Rosales Avenue, 
Butuan Cay 
The Bidding Documenis shall be avaiable of the BAC Secretarial Ofice, DepED 
Roponal Offee on tay 20, 2007 to August 3.2007 upon payment of non-reluncable 
Seon of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED PESOS (P2,s00,00) 1o tne Cashier 
Bidding shal be conducted In accordance with procedures under the implementing 
Rises and Regulations of RA. S184 olhrwica known as the Government Procurement 
Relorm Act nfrmaton fs aiso avaiable at tha Phi 
The Department of Educs Regional otce 
Dr aret any ic, end to annul the bang process end re 
to Senurect award minout thereby incurring any Hab 


($04) RAUL L. OROZCO 
chet Admnietratwve Other 
‘BAC Vice-Chairman 


MONDAY, JULY 23, 2007 
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Hot Warriors unmask Archers 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF THE EAST 
Warriors showed who’s the real 


team to fear this season. 

‘Exploding in the second half, the Warriors 
crushed the La Salle Archers, 96-76, to remain 
as the only unbeaten team in the UAAP men's 
basketball tournament yesterday at the jam- 
packed Cuneta Astrodome. 

Jorel Cañizares came off the bench to fire 15 
points as the Warriors took advantage of almost 
‘every offensive opportunity against the pre- 
tournament favorite Archers, who played their 
‘worst game of the season. 

“Everything that we wanted to happen, hap- 
pened,” said coach Dindo Pumaren after the 
‘Warriors cruised to their fourth straight victory. 
“One reason was our second unit. Every time I 
pull out my first five, the level of intensity ‘of the 
‘second group was still the same.” 

The Warriors added the Archers to their 
formidable list of victims that includes defend- 
ing champion University of Santo Tomas, dan- 
gerous National University and powerhouse 
Ateneo. 

La Salle absorbed its first loss to join rival Ate- 
neo in second place with 3-1 slates. 

Rookies Paul Lee and Mark Fampulme, 
James Martinez and Elmer Espiritu also got in- 
to the scoring mix as the Warriors turned a slim 


56-54 margin into a 21-point bubble, 84-63, in 
the fourth period. 

Earlier, the Far Eastem Tamaraws found their 
shooting touch in the closing minutes for a 54- 
49 victory over the winless Adamson Falcons. 

JR Cawaling and Marnel Baracael starred as 
the Tamaraws outscored the Falcons, 16-7, in 
the final four minutes. 

“We were okay in defense, but we couldn't 
execute our offense,” said FEU coach Glenn Ca- 
pacio. 

"Is a good thing Cawaling and Baracael 
were able to execute in the end. But in the 
whole game, we were struggling.” 

Cawaling, a 6-foot-3 rookie swingman, shot 
five points in a 7-0 FEU run as the Tamaraws 
‘wrested the lead at 45-42 after trailing at 38-42. 

A Baracael triple gave FEU a 52-44 advantage 
with 18.7 seconds left to seal the victory that i 
proved the Tamaraws’ record to 2-2 


Cut The Heat Inside Your Car! 


Jous ensa me Teas vm ren caren Oy 


‘The Tamaraws’ score in the final four minutes 
equaled their 16-point total output in the first 
period, their highest quarter production in the 
first three periods. 

Patrick Cabahug registered 20 points, but the 
league's leading scorer has yet to lead the Fal- 
cons toa single win in four games. 

The Warriors forced the Archers to 21 
tumovers, while limiting their own errors to 14. 

Led by Cafiizares, the Warriors got off to a 
strong start with the bench scoring 16 of UE's 26 
first-quarter points. 

La Salle opened the second quarter with sev- 
en straight points capped by back-to-back triples 
from JV Casio and Rico Maierhofer to move 
within 26-25 after trailing at 26-17. 

But the Warriors wiped out all the energy the 
Archers displayed in the first half with a Mar- 


PING 


GOLF CLUB FITTING 


For inquries please čal 842.9099 (Moñ-F ri) or vist a 
PING Authorized Fitting Center 


ha Vargas Ave == aoe 


tinez triple that sparked a UE scoring barrage 
fora 72-60 advantage at the end ofthe third pe- 


(GAMES THURSDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
2pm—NUvs UST (Srs) 
4 pan-—ta Sale 
vs Ateneo (Srs) 
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16 VALVE, COMMON RAIL DIRECT 
INJECTION [CRDi] WITH VARIABLE 
GEOMETRY TURBOCHARGER [VGT 
‘AND DIRECT OXIDATION CATALYS 


Jak AUTHORED DEALERS / SALES OUTS 


METRO MAMLA. GREENHILLS Yel 744-4258 = PASIG Cal. OP1E-90721 30 ESGUERRA Te 41-1253 PASAY To 852-1552 1o S8- QUIRINO AVENE Tel. 47272 + SHA ie 497- 
34+ UBS Il 76-085 e MANDALUTONG ek 531-4631 1036+ NEW ANLA Ie 722-0932 i 34 MARAT 
Tes (D464416-1242 «BULACAN Tel (04467-0273 PAMPANGA Te. (D45]96-1485 85 «PANGASINAN 

(039J829.2722 ACO (09914-4079 CEBU OTY Tel. 03925-1386 MANDAUE CNY lel (037/346-3815 


STYLISH HALOGEN PROJECTION TYPE MACPHERSON STRUT TYPE & 
HEADLAMPS FOR BETTER VISIBILITY 
OF THE ROAD 


SUSPENSION 


01 0574 


1494-95 QUEZON AE lel 749-4593 TAYTAY elas 
517-3988 AGN Tol (OA)A33-4963 + RANA Tl. (DE)O0 S737 LEGASPI Hei (52) 


AWARDED 
HIGHEST POSSIBLE RATING, 


a 


ALSO AVAILABLE IÑ 2.0L, 


SEATS SEVEN COMFORTABLY 


MUET LINK WITH COIL SPRING 


GASOLINE, CVVT ENGINE 


940) CUBAO ie. 421-1719 NOME 453-6862 -ANTIPOLO Tello 695-1457 -BINONDO Tel 256-2037 10 
‘1723 SUAE iei B20-1542 UPON BATANGAS Te (043)778-42 14 w L STA OSA eo (049)544-0387 ASHARIAS 

2 VSIA E MNBAAAD GAYAN DE ORO Te! (086)8S6-3557 “ILMO al 
BOHOL ia (038501 -0119 DUMAGUETE Tel (3SM 19-888 ORMOC Te (053)S6]-44A TACLOBAN Te (053)523-3413  PAGAZIAN T! (06721 4-7225ZAMBONIGA Tal. 
PERAL SANTOS OTY ieh (98930-2888 e SAN CARLOS Tes (034)729-45: 


= 
EURO.098 


LAY SA PALATANDAANG BAYAN 


Call for Entries! 


Painting and Photography Competition 


“This year's theme features landmarks such as 
‘and other historic places that have existed for 


hthousés. bridges, moni 


s. parks, town halls 


For more details, logon WWW.artpetron.com 
‘Submission deadline; July 26 - Bulk Plants & Aug.2 - Project Secretariat 
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PBA MVP: 
Valuable, 
valueless? 


ONLY A FEW VIC- 
tory balloons trick- 
led tired from the 
roof area, but PBA 
commissioner Noli 
Eala could not con- 
ceal his glee. 

He flashed a 
sweet holiday 
smile, a kid who 
woke up with his 
dream = Christmas 
package at bedside. 

Eala wasted no 
time to congratulate and thank everybody. 

He had every reason to feel incredibly 
great, a lot gladder than Alaska coach Tim 
Cone and team owner Wilfred Uytengsu 
combined, 


Bare EYE 


In the first place, how could a confer- 
ence bereft of the league's biggest su- 
perstars culminate into one of the most 
memorable tournaments in PBA histo- 
yy? 

Spectators who normally headed for 
the exits after the final buzzer stayed be- 
hind for the awards to savor some of 
basketball’s sweetest moments. 

For the Alaska Aces, mainly a group of 
discards woven painstakingly into a 
championship outfit, the decade-long 
wait to land another championship was 
worth the long wait. 

The 2007 Fiesta Conference felt as 
grand as their first PBA silverware. 

For coach Cone, everything again felt 
brand new 20 pounds later after his first 
PBA title victory. 

Enough of these words from the spon- 
sors. 

Repeat: It was more than Eala could ask 
for after the great sacrifices in forming the 
RP national team that will now gun for an 
Olympic berth. 

The final moments of the Fiesta Finals, 
in short, were beyond the commissioner's 
expectations. 

Of course, there were other serious intan- 
gibles and hidden plays that Eala, together 
with league managers, should start tackling. 

For one, was the MVP wophy big 
enough for Willie Miller, who was mainly 
responsible for pushing the best-of-seven 
title series to the limit? 

You see, the value of Miller in helping 
[<:Alaska win the Finals series with-his-bril-—~ 

liant plays could easily be measured 
through statistics. on 

Butit’s also worth asking how Alaska 
could've lost Game 5 of the champi- 
onship playoffs if Miller was not totally 
valueless and did not play an opposite 
role in that very crucial game. 

From 29 points in Game 4 down to a 
silly 6 points in Game 5, then back with 
36 points in the succeeding game, be- 
fore going full throttle in the title-clinch- 
ing match. 

‘indeed in Game 5, Miller appeared as 
though he had shown up with the wrong 
pair of shoes—both left side—or some- 
‘one coming off from an hernia operation. 

He was very willing to go the wrong 
way, in the direction of his guard. 

For therecord, coach Tim Cone would 
later make public his disdain, while 
knowledgeable fans clucked their 
tongues again. 

Well, you are free to call those inadequa- 
cies committed by Miller in Game 5 honest 
mistakes. 

But its also worth noting that it was not 
the first time this talented guard had fig- 
ured in that stinking on-game mess. 

Yes, why was he discarded by his first 
pro club? 

‘There ought to be an answer behind 
these mysteries. 

Did Miller play his best in the last PBA 
championship series? 

For the record, Miller was a real gem in 
Game 7 last Friday when he slashed the 
middle for a decisive twinner, then swiped 
the ball off the riveting Mac Cardona be- 
fore setting up Rosell Ellis for an easy bas- 
ket in the breathless homestretch. 

Willie Boy, our neighbor here in Man- 
daluyong, indeed deserved all the acco- 
lades and the bonus for those great hero- 
ies. 

But then, how could they thank Miller 
enough after he played hooky in Game 5 
to help produce one of the most memo- 
rable basketball theaters in the land? 

Do they call in the grizzled son of a ty- 
‘coon who's openly rumored to have a 
gangster grip on some buyable PBA 
stars? 

OK, Miller is only human. He can't be 
expected to play super 365 days a year. 

But when one reliable superstar also 
proves to be the Most Valueless Player in 
a crucial game, shouldn't he also be giv- 
ena distinct tag? 

Maybe a lifestyle check could go a 
Jong way in solving the growing mess. 

‘They ought to clear Miller of the dirty 
suspicions because the PBA, in the first 
place, is not run by the Comelec. 

I's Noli Eala, not Ben Abalos of Man- 
daluyong, who's in charge in the pro 
Teague. 


Lee, Zhou triumph 


Chinese shut out 


By Romina S. Austria 


A ONE-DAY BREAK DID WONDERS FOR 
Malaysia's Lee Chong Wei as he overcamea 
tired Chen Hong of China, 21-9, 21-15, to 
bag the men’s singles title and the $9,600 
top prize yesterday in the 2007 Bingo Bo- 
nanza Philippine Open badminton champi- 
onship at the PhilSports Arena. 

Hong Kong's Zhou Mi copped the women’s 
singles crown over China's Zhu Jingjing, 21- 
18, 21-12. Zhou won $8,280. 

Taiwan's Chien Yu-chin and Cheng Wen-hs- 
ing triumphed in the women’s doubles and 
Koo Kien Keat and Tan Boon Heong gave 
Malaysia a second title in the men’s doubles 
‘while completing an unexpected title shutout 
of China inall four final events. 

‘The Taiwanese, who reached the finals af- 


ter vanquishing defending champions Jo 
Novita and Greysia Poli of Indonesia in Satur- 
day's semifinal round, 21-17, 24-22, downed 
Pan Pan and Qing Tian, 22-20, 21-14. 

Koo and Tan, the top seeds and the world's 
No. 3 pair, rallied from 10-19 in the second set 
to complete a 20-8, 26-24 win over Guo Zhen- 
dong and Xie Zhongbo. 

‘Top-seed indonesians and world No. 2 
Lilyana Natsir and Nova Widianto earlier 
hammered the South Korean pair and fifth 
seeds Hwang Yu-mi and Han Sang-hoon, 21- 
17, 21-13, in the mixed doubles. 

‘The winning doubles pair each received 
$7,320 while the losers got $4,800. 

‘The world No. 3 Lee advanced to the finals 
without making a single shot as semifinal op- 
ponent Sony Dwi Kuncoro of Indonesia, with- 
drew because of back spasms. 

“Tt really helped that I won by default (on 
Saturday) because I managed to rest,” said 
the 24-year-old Lee, who won the Indonesian 


Open last May and the Malaysian Champi- 
onships in February. 

Lee said he would take a three-week rest 
before resuming practice for the World Cham- 
pionships in Kuala Lumpur late next month. 

A semifinal loser to world No. 1 Lin Dan of 
China in the China Masters last week, Lee said 
he is passing up the Thailand Southeast Asian 
Games in December. 

‘The top seed and world No. 2 Chen said Lee 
was too fast for him during the 39-minute 
match and it didn’t help that his quarterfinal 
and semifinal games were both exhausting, 

Lee was forced to three sets by Vietnamese 
Nguyen Tien Minh on Friday, 17-21, 21-19, 
21-15, and posted a close 21-19, 22-20 semi- 
final victory over Korean Park Sung-hwan. 

Chen, a two-time All-England and China 
Open winner, settled for $4,800. 

Zhou's victory was her fourth this year after 
earlier wins in the Miami Pan-Am Internation- 
al, New Zealand Open and Thailand Open. 
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RECORD-SMASHING RUN 
Vertek leaves woes, foes behind ¥ 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘TROUBLE ALWAYS SEEMS TO RUN 
after Eduardo “Vertek” Buenavista. 

Yer when the race was flagged off, 
the national record-holder not only left 
his worries behind—he stormed away 
from his rivals and buried the old 
course record. 

Buenavista, shrugging off his recent 
suspension from the Philippine team, 
pulled off a tantalizing victory yester- 
day in the 42-K Manila leg of the 31st 
National Milo Marathon. 

“I trained and prepared for this race 
even if had not received an allowance 
(due to the suspension),” Buenavista 
said in Pilipino after setting a new 
course standard of two hours, 18 min- 
utes and 53 seconds. 

Buenavista, who stands a shade un- 
der five feet, surged ahead early and fin- 


ished just nine seconds off his RP best of 
2:18:44, set in Oita, Japan, in 2004. 

Tk was a feat hard to ignore as the 
two-time Olympian from Sto. Niño, 
South Cotabato, showed that he re- 
‘mains as the country's best long-<is- 
tance runner 

“I felt different in the last 10K, it was 
too hotand I felt dizzy” Buenavista said 
at the end of a race that was fired off at 
dawn at the Rizal Park in Manila and 
finished under the sweltering sun in 
front of nearby Quirino Grandstand. 

“| was hoping to beat my personal 
record,” said Buenavista, hinting he 
could have smashed by at least three 
minutes Gresenciano Sabas Milo 
record of 2:21:33 set in 2005. 

Tt was much tighter, though, in the 
female race where Flordeliza Cachero- 
Carreon held off a chasing pack in the 
final stretch to rule in 2:56:04. 


‘The 28-year-old Buenavista, along 
with Sabal, were suspended by the 
Philippine Amateur Track and Field As- 
sociation in May for taking part in an 
unsanctioned race. 

“The scene was reminiscent of Bue- 
navista's win in the Manila leg of Milo 
Marathon, months after his infamous 
disqualification in the 5,000-meter race 
of the 2005 SEA Games in Manila. 

Buenavista, who was stripped of the 
SEAG gold medal due to a race viola- 
tion, breasted the tape nearly 12 min- 
utes ahead of runner-up Bemardo De- 
samito, who clocked 2:30:08. Mamerto 
Corpuz was third in 2:30:47. 

Buenavista started building on his 
lead heading into the halfway mark at 
the Bonifacio Global City in Taguig. 

He pocketed P30,000 plus a bonus 
of P10,000 for breaking Sabals mark of 
2:21:33 and P25,000 for becoming the 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


first runner to 
break the invisible time barrier of 
two hours and 20 minutes. 

Carreon started to pull away at 
the 25K mark from Christabel 
Mares, who came in second at 
2:57:56 despite a blistered left foot. 
Elen Tolentino finished third in 
3:25:17. 

“Christabel and I were together 
until the final tum in Bonifacio,” 
the Baguio-based Carreon said. 
“got ahead from there.” 

Other results: Men's 10K—1. Ben Aja 
ino (303), 2. Roberto Salgado (3:48), 3 
tirio Fain (3408) 

Women's 10K—1. Emma Magengo (3901). 
2 Ua Yambao (4220), 3. Russel Rolano 
(4325). 

Men's SK—4. Nisber! Duousin (14:17), 2 


Omistopher Uboc (14:9), 3. Paco Andaa BUENAVISTA strainsas he nears 


(1503), 


Women's 5k—1, Nhea Ann Barona (1628), the finish line of the National Milo 


2 Ponda Gonzales (18-13).3. Marcel Daz (1854). Marathon's NCRleg. RANUM 


Amonsot 


sustains 


‘blood clot’ 
after defeat 


MICHAEL KATSIDIS OF AUSTRALIA RETAINED 
his WBO interim lightweight title with a unani- 
‘mous decision over Filipino challenger Czar 
Amonsot yesterday in an allaction battle at the 
Mandalay Bay Events Center in Las Vegas. 

The Filipino was knocked down in the second 
and 10th rounds, although Katsidis finished with 
his swollen face a grotesque mask of blood. 

Judge Ruben Garcia scored it 116-110, Patricia 
Jarman saw it 114-112 and CJ Ross penned it 
115-111, all in favor of Katsidis. 

Both fighters were sent to the hospital after the 
fight, which is a routine procedure mandated by 
the Nevada State Athletic Commission. 

‘Yahoo Sports boxing writer Kevin Tole later 
broke the news that Amonsot suffered a bleeding 
in his brain that could threaten his ring career. 

Ringside physician Jeff Davidson, concemed 
about the head blows Amonsot took from Kat- 


MICHAEL Katsidis stands over Czar Amonsot 
after flooring the Filipino in the 2nd round. aer 


sidis, ordered a neurological examination. 

“The Nevada Athletic Commission said doc- 
tors discovered a small subdural hematoma,” 
said Iole. “It was not expected to be life chreaten- 
ing, but Amonsor’ career is probably over" 

‘Amonsor’s manager, Michael Aldeguer, who 
was with the boxer at the hospital, said there had 
been no confirmation about the “lite blood clot.” 
He said further tests will be conducted today. 

“I said I was going to introduce new blood to 
the sport and I guesé you saw a lot of new blood,” 
Katsidis, unbeaten in23 fights, said after the bout. 

“He is very powerful,” Amonsot told Dan 
Rafael of ESPN. “When he knocked me down 
twice, | was OK He is a dirty fighter, but he de- 
served the victory?” 

Katsidis proved to be the stronger fighter and 
landed the more meaningful shots, although 
‘Amonsot bloodied the champion starting in the 
second round, where he was knocked down after 
walking through a shot. 

‘Amonsot, who came into the fight as the WBO- 
‘Asia-Pacific lightweight champion, lost for the 
third time in 22 outings. 

Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


Pagadian stuns 
Pacman cagers 


GEN. SANTOS CITY—MAYOR SAMMY CO'S PAGA- 
an Explorers produced the second upset in the 
Spring Cooking Oil-NBC National Cup playoffs Friday 
right by crushing Manny Pacquiao's MP Pacman- 
GenSan cagers, 75-62, at tne Lagao Gym here. 

Erian Daja sparkled with 18 points and 12 re- 
bounds to ift the Explorers to a semifinal date with 
defending champion Ozamiz Cotta. 

Toyota-loilo, which shocked Montaña Pawnshop- 
Davao in the playoff opener recently, facos Tagaytay 
Spring in a quarterfinal match atthe Corpus Christi 
Gym in Cagayan de Oro City at 6 p.m. 

lolo, owned by businessman Robert Uy and sup- 
ported by Mayor Jerry Trenas, is expected to have its 
hands full against the Cooking Oil Masters of NBC 
president Nathaniel "Tac" Padila and EVP Mayor 
Bambol Tolentino. 

The scores: 

PAGADIAN 75— Daja 18, Orgulas 17, Vilaver 12, 
Asaytono 9, Huelar 6, Mamachay 5, Cortez 3, Saludsod 2, 
Sinco 2, Quilo 1, Arquero 0, Pamaran 0, Ayuk O, 

GENSAN 62Recustodio 13, Coronado 12, Farochll- 
len 9. Berami 7, Medalla 7, Menor 5, Deligero 4, Tadema 2, 
Denissen 2, Calo 1, Celiz0, Ramos O, Locsin 0. 

‘Quarterscores: 28-16, 40-28, 55-50, 75-62 
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Hamilton crashes, Raikkonen takes pole 
NUERBURG, GERMANY—FORMULA ONE CHAMPIONSHIP LEADER 
Lewis Hamilton escaped serious injury Saturday ater crashing at high speed 
in qualifying for the European Grand Prix, while Kimi Raikkonen took the 
pole positon for Ferrari. Femando Alonso, the two-time defending champi- 


‘on, was second in qualifying. Felipe Massa of Ferrari was third. 


AP 


Sergio leads by three 


Garcia on track for first major victory 


CARNOUSTIE,  SCOTLAND—THE 
cheers grew louder as Sergio Garcia 
crossed the bridge over Barry Burn to- 
ward the 18th green at Carnoustie, a 
reception so warm it gave him chills. 
He removed his cap in a steady rain 
and soaked up the adulation. 

Te was a scene fit for a coronation at 
the British Open, 

For Garcia, the odds have never been 
better. He has never played better or felt so 
confident. 

Garcia played close to perfection on Sat- 
urday for a 3-under 68 that gave him a 
threeshot lead over Steve Stricker, with no 
one else closer than six shots. And while 
this will be the third time he has played in 
the final group at a major, there are two 
drastic differences, 

He has the lead this time, and Tiger 
‘Woods won't beat his side. 

“It definitely doesn’t hurt,” Garcia said. 
“But it doesn't matter. At the end of the day, 
Tonly depend on myself." 

Garcia finished off his bogey-free round 
with a 5-iron that never left the flag and 
sent him chasing after it, screaming out in- 


structions with an intensity that showed he 
already knew the outcome. 

“Oh, be good,” he said. “BE GOOD!” 

It hopped onto the green and stopped 12 
feet left of the fiag, and the only disappoint- 
‘ment was having to settle for par. 

“Lwanted to make the putt on 18 just for 
them, and to hear the roar, that would have 
been just out of this world,” said Garcia, 
who was at 9-under 204 and holding the 
54-hole lead in a major for the first time. 

‘Stricker might have to match his record 
round to give Garcia a fight. He ran off 
three straight birdies at the start on Satur- 
day, and was equally impressive with four 
par saves at the end for a 64, the best score 
ever at Camoustie during a British Open. 

“It was just one of those rounds where 
everything kind of went right,” Stricker 
said. “It was quite a day. It was quite an ex- 
perience. It was a lot of fun, and it gives my- 
self a chance going into tomorrow” 

Whether anyone else has a chance de- 
pends on Garcia. 

‘The 27-year-old Spaniard has held a 54- 
hole lead nine times in his career, and be 
has converted only five of them. Two years 


ago at the Wachovia Championship, he 
squandered a sixshot lead in the final 
round and lost in a playoff. 

“He's got a lot of things to think about 
tonight,” Emie Els said. "Tve been in that 
position many times. I's not an easy sleep.” 

Els, a three-time major champion, over- 
came a triple bogey 8 on the easiest hole at 
Camoustie to shoot a 68, leaving him in the 
large group at 3-under 210 that in- 
cluded Chris DiMarco (66), Padraig 
Harrington (68) and KJ Choi (72). 

‘One guy Garcia won't have to think 
about is Woods. 

‘Trying to become the first player in more 
than 50 years to win the British Open three 
straight time, Woods beaned a 63-year-old 
woman in the head. 

It left her bandaged and bleeding, and 
Woods queasy at the sight of blood on the 
links. 

He wound up with a 69, leaving him 
eight shots behind at 1-under 212. 
Woods has never won a major from be- 
hind, and only once has he made up an 
eight-shot deficit on the final day of 
any tournament—the 1998 Johnnie 
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AGAME played close to perfection allows Sergio Garcia to look at the British Open 


field from above, 


Walker Classic in Thailand. 

“Tve got to be playing a litle better than 1 
have been, that’s for sure,” Woods said. 
“But at least I gave myself a chance going 
{nto tomorrow. Paul (Lawrie) came from 10 
back in '99. Certainly, you can do it around 
this golf course.” 

Yes, but Lawrie needed a triple bogey 


from Jean Van de Velde on the final hole in 
1999. The Frenchman was a newcomer to 
this arena back then. 

Garcia has been contending for majors 
since he was 19, and he looks as though 
he's about to finally break through. 

“ats going to be a hard day but hopefully 
one to remember” he said. 


Vino warns foes: 


out RP- 


ANGELES CITY—JAPAN PEPPERED EJ GUES- 
mundo with three hits in the sixth inning and 
went on to score a 3-1 victory over RP Team- 
‘Metro Manila yesterday at the start of the Pony 
Baseball 33rd Asia-Pacific Zone-Bronco Division 
‘Championships at the Maria Wright Baseball 
Field here. 

‘The Japanese pushed home three runs 
through Ojiro Murakami, Koichi Nakamura and 
hnurler Ryota Konno as the visitors won the open- 
et of the event for 11-12 years which drew top 
players from Chinese-Taipei, Hong Kong and the 
other local squad, Team RP Central Luzon. 

“The hosts actually broke the ice in the third as 


Miguel Salud scored on Anton Manzano'shit 

“The Filipinos, represented by players from the 
Metro Schools League of Tot Baseball, including 
Northfield, Southridge, De La Salle Zobel, Marist 
School and Ateneo, failed to sustain their fine 
Start in the event which stakes a berth in next 
month's Pony World Series in Califomia. 

‘The RPMetro Manila clouters plunge into a 
doubleheader at the resumption of action today 
as they take on the Taiwanese at 9 am. before 
cashing with RPCentral Luzon at 1 p.m. 

Earlier, Philippine Tot Baseball Foundation 
president Rodolfo “Boy” Tingzon Jr. declared the 
games open with Angeles City Mayor Francis 
Nepomuceno, Rep. Tarzan Lazatin, Clark Devel- 


4 opment Corp. president Levy Laus, Yoshio Oda, 
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Pony As-Pac Zone representative and delegates of 


Chinese-Taipei and Japan gracing the rites. 


GAMBLING REF 


ALLEYES ON HIM: David Beckham makes his 
much-awaited debutin the US, appearing as a 
substitute for 12 minutes in an exhibition 
between his team, the LA Galaxy, and English 
football squad Chelsea in Carson, California. ae 


FBI probe shocks stars 


NEW YORK—NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSO- 
ciation players were shocked by the revelation 
that a former senior referee was being investi- 
gated by federal authorities for gambling on 
games that he officiated. 

The story was broken by the New York Post 
on Friday and confirmed by the NBA. 

“ksa hard pill to swallow,” Los Angeles Lakers 
star Kobe Bryant said from Las Vegas, where 
‘Team USA was preparing for the upcoming FIBA 
Americas Olympic qualifying tournament. “But 
its just the reality of the matter. As basketball 


players, all we can do is go out and play hard and 
leave it all on the floor” 

Cleveland Cavaliers star LeBron James, also in 
Las Vegas, echoed Bryant's view. 

“1 think the NBA is going to take care of it,” 
James said. “Weill see what happens. The NBA is 
going over everything that might be going on 
‘with the allegations. As a player, well see what 
happens. We don't want to get involved in it” 

Denver forward Carmelo Anthony told the LA 
‘Times that the report had planted seeds of doubt 
in his mind about games he had playedin. AFP 


Don’t count me 
out from the race 


ALBI, FRANCE—ALEXANDRE VI- 
nokourov is back with a message 
for his Tour de France rive 

“The Tour starts today” he said 
after winning Saturday's time trial, 
barely a week after gashing both 
Jnees in a crash many thought had 
killed his chance and had him con- 
sidering retiring from the race. 

“It was important to me to show 
myself and to the other riders who 
had counted me out that it was too 
early for the general classification 
tobe decided,” he said. 

Vinokourov rode firmly back into 
contention in stage 13, making his 
fourth career stage win equally as 
flamboyant as his previous one on 
the final day of the 2005 Tour. That 
day, it was a sprint up the Champs- 
Elysees. Two years later, he battered 
his rivals over 54 kilometers (34 
miles), and as he rode to the win- 
ners podium Spanish rider Oscar 
Pereiro waited in the road to shake 
hishand. 

Vinokourov nodded coolly and 
tode on. The 33-year-old Kazakh 
rider was more demonstrative in 
front of the fans when he stepped 
onto the podium and tapped both 
his forefingers on his chest as if to 
say "Tm the man!” 

Nobody could argue. He finished 
more than a minute clear of every- 


body in one hous, six minutes and 
34 seconds. 

“I gave everything,” Vinokourov 
said, “It gives me twice as much 
motivation for the rest of the tour” 

Astana had three riders in the top 
four. Teammates Andreas Kloeden 
was third and Andrey Kashechkin 
fourth. 

“Tm not surprised by Vino's re- 
sult,” said Kloeden, the pre-race fa- 
vorite. “Everyone knows that he can 
beso good.” 

It was a day for surprises: First 
Vinokourovs win, and second 
Michael Rasmussen keeping the 
yellow jersey by finishing 11th. 

Not a noted time trialist, Ras- 
mussen showed impressive forti- 
tude a day after being hounded by 
media because hed previously 
failed to notify cycling authorities of 
his whereabouts and they could not 
find him for doping tests. 

“1 decided to put the last couple 
of days behind me,” Rasmussen 
said. “I only answer questions re- 
garding the race.” 

Despite the fuss, and the reserva- 
tions about his ability on time trials, 
Rasmussen coped well—even 
though the applause was more 
muted for him than for Vinokourov, 

“I think I did the time trial of my 
life," Rasmussen said. AP 


Thinking about hair restoration? 
Go where the doctors go...... 
| PIMEBAHAIR 


BEFORE heir transplant 6 mos. AFTER 2,600 grafts 
(about 6,000 hairs) 
We at Pineda Hair Clinics specialize in hair transplants. Dr. Pineda is a 
Beverly Hills trained hair transplant surgeon and has done over 4000 
patients himself: 
We specialize in Hair Problems: 
* We reconstruct eyebrows, 
sideburns, moustache 
+ We cover scars on hair 
bearing areas 
* We recreate natural looking 
hairlines 
+ We restore bald and thinning « 
areas 


We use the latest techniques: 
Follicular unit transplant 
Multilinear hairline grafts 
Up to 3000 plus grafts in 
1 session 
Trichophytic closure 
No bandage after surgery 
May shower after 8 hours 


Our results are: 
* Permanent * Maintenance free + Grows naturally using your own hair 
Call now to schedule your consultation with the doctor himself 


PINEDAHAIR CLINICS 


Makan Davao, 
Medical Towers Makati Galaxy Arcade, 
Room 612, Rutino street Mustre street, Davao City 


(02) 813.0691  www.pinedahaircom (082) 221 2682 
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Milo squash 3rd leg set at MSC 
THE THIRD LEG OF THE MILO/SRAP NATIONAL 
‘Squash Circuit wil ick off Monday next week at the 
Makati Sports Ciub with some 60 tional and up- 
‘coming players seeing action. Organized by the 
‘Squash Rackets Association of the Philippines and 
‘sponsored by Milo and the Philippine Sports Com- 
mission, the week-long event wal be categorized into 
two disions — and Il. Cash prizes willbe awarded 
to winners in each division. For inquiries, call touma- 
ment director Romy Dona at 632-5504, fax 636-2649 
or email rdonat@adb org, or visi the SRAP webste at 
wwwsrap.netph. 


56 fights in Makati derby today 
FIFTY-SIX QUALITY FIGHTS ARE ON THE ROSTER in 
the WTJ 3-Cock Derby starting at 6 p.m. today at the 
‘Makati Coliseum with B-Meg Derby Ace and Gran 
Matador as main backers. This wil be the first of 
three 3-cockers lined up at the venue. Like the other 
two derbies slated on July 30 and Aug. 6, the entry 
fee is P8,800 and guaranteed prize P300,000. Mean- 
while, the soreening ot stags for the Richard L Bates 
7-Stag Derby, slated Aug. 27 and 29, starts today, ac- 
cording to promoters Lito Orilaza, Rudy Salud and 
Wiliam Co of the WT. Sports and Amusement Corp. 


Early start for SJC ‘Rambulan’ 
DUE TO THE BIG NUMBER OF QUALIFIERS, THE 
“Ramnbulan’ 6-cock derby finals wil start at 10am. 
tomorrow at the San Juan Coliseum. Si days of 
competition produced 56 participants with two wins 
each and 14 others with 1.5 points apiece. Pit marag- 
er Renato Shio said a minimum of 140 fights will be 
held tomorrow. He aiso reminded participants to sub- 
mit entries no later than 9 p.m. today so that the 
‘matching of entries can begin. On Thursday, a special 
4-cock derby with P300,000 at stake will be hosted at 
the same venue by Cesar Sto. Domingo. 


Breezy Es Twenty Six 
win in TC 3rd leg 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CARMONA, CAVITE—FIRST PICK ES 
Twenty Six ran with unmatched pace in the 
final three quarters yesterday to rule the 
third leg of the 2007 Triple Crown series by 
five lengths over Golden Sutter. 

Handled brilliantly by veteran Dominador 
Borbe, the bay filly by Principality out of Play it 
by Ear won with plenty to spare, clocking 2 
minutes and 6.5 seconds (247, 23', 26, 25, 27) 
for 2,000 meters over a hard San Lazaro track 
here. 

Golden Sutter, under ace Jonathan Hernan- 
dez, tried to make a last ditch rally to no avail, 
checking in second, about two lengths dear of 
longshot Henry D’ Eight, for another runner- 
up finish in the series. 

Borbe swung Es Twenty Six behind speedball 


‘Afternoon Delight before making their move 
when the nine-horse field hit the backstretch. 

Tt was the seventh win in 15 outings for Es 
‘Twenty Six, who was second to the hard-luck 
Ibarra in the second leg. The P1.8-million prize 
was her biggest. 

‘After failing to finish in the money in the 
first leg, Es Twenty Six showed vast improve- 
ment in so short a time, that her second place 
finish behind Ibarra actually served as a warn: 
ing tothe rest of the field. 

Golden Sutter, the chestnut son of tested 
stallion Mr. Sutter out of Golden Double, won 
second place money of P675,000 for owner" 
Hermie Esguerra, while Henry D’ Eight, under 
‘Armando Lumagui, took home P375,000 for 
his connections. 

Ididitmyway, ridden by JB Bacaycay, was 
fourth for P150,000. 


Hot Warriors unmask Archers ‘orc 


The scores: 
Fist Game 
FEUS¢—Cawaling 10, Baracael 10, Ferrandez 8, Adolo 7. 

Barroca 8, Cervantes 5, Abaring 2, Ramos 2, Knuttel 2, Reyes 

2, Alsbo 0. Sanga 0, Cabagnot O. 

ADAMSON 49—Catahug 20, Hugnatan 8, Santos 4, Gon- 

Zaig 4, Canucay 4, Colina 3, Cañada 2, ANare 2, Yambot 2, 

Lazada 0, Margao 0, Gorospe 0. 


Quarters: 16-18, 27-24, 36-36,54-49 
Second Game 
UE 95—Cafizares 15, Fampulme 11, Gregorio 10, Lee 9, 
Martinez 9, Espiri 9, Arelano 9, Borboran 8, Thiele 7, Ling- 
ganay 6, Lagas 3, Erone O, Acuña O, Bandaying O, Reyes 0. 
LASALLE 76—Casio 17, Malerhoter 15, Tang 10, Mangahas 
8.Vtanueva 6, Cua 6, Walsham 5, Co 5, Malabes 4, Lee 0. 
Quarters: 26-17, 42-41, 72-60, 96-76 


MONDAY JULY 23,2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~~. Loe 


ae ' eel 


Business Notebook > Website: www.inquirernevbusiness 


12.1 ich dsc iy 
saringat 134g, with ¢ ie : 
songa yy Pa BAR Enjoy the Best First Class Service 

‘get P3600 off when you i = \ in the World 

purchase from ICSI À PHN 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo © Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma KOREAN AIR 
us your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: business@inguirer.com.ph Reservation Center, Mai: 893-4909 


Bull run seen to extend through 2008 


price-earnings ratio of the local: 


PPan Ser tacon PSEi forecast to hover near 5,000 mark "giese 


Legasto said he expected the] 


stock market to receive a boost: 
THE LOCAL STOCK MARKET BPI Asset Management vice give stocks on the PSEi an av- PSE-listed stocks continued to times for the US, 22 times for from the country’s strong eco- 
ill ii i ji president Adelbert Legasto erage upside of 20 percent lag that of neighboring bours- Indonesia and 40 times for nomic fundamentals, including! 
will likely continue iis bull TUN Predicted that the PSEiwould from the index level of es in terms of priceeaming China,” he said, quoting BPI's robust domestic output which; 
into next year with the Philip- hit anywhere between 4,500 3,738.28 as of last weeks multiples. own earings estimates forlo- BPI expects to grow by 6.4 per- 
pine Stock Exchange index andS5,000by2008 close. “The average price-earn- cal firms. cent this year. 
3 isn At the lower end of the cor Legasto said his optimism ings ratio for the Philippinesis Someconservativeanalysts, Equity raised by listed compar} 
(PSEi) continuing to post MEW panys forecast, this would was based on the fact hat only 16.2 times, versus 18 however, put the average ROMA 
all-time highs, officials of a ma- 


jor fund management firm said. 
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Cautious trading seen 


INVESTORS ARE LIKELY TO BE CAUTIOUS 
this week, tracking Wall Street's overnight 
plunge and watchful of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's State of the Nation Address today. 
“There may be near-term volatility as we 
wl likely be affected by concerns in the US 
and as liquidity 's partiy siphoned off by big- 
ticket initial pubiic offers. The market wil al- 
So be taking a cue from any policy pro- 
nouncements in GMA's Sona,” said Ricardo i 
Puig, head of research at Weaith Securities. Sm Come sone 
Other analysts sai Wall Street's Ran i 
overnight almay te puta damper onin- The First 
vestor sentiment. I Philippine 
“There may be a drop today as a knee- 7 a 
Jerk reaction to last nights fal on Wall gea International 
Street,” said Francisco Liboro, president at Pane cane: Motor Show 


POCI Securities. EIE saat 

al Sed pled back Friday, retreating ENS : 
‘rom record levels following disappointing Ce ier he echelon 
results from longtime corporate favorites 
Caterpillar Inc. and Google Inc. The Dow 
Jones industrials declined nearly 150 points. Se pee oper 

“At home, | expect investors to focus on — 
(first haif) earnings, which could put the Se. EkGemes see : mae rae ob Ba oe a a 
market on a sideways path,” Liboro added. Eigeseres 
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DOF borrowed P252.95B in H1 to plug deficit 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT BORROWED 
252.948 billion in the first half to plug the 
deficit and settle maturing obligations, ac- 
cording to the Department of Finance. 


‘The DOF said borrowings in the first half 
exceeded the target for the six-month period 
of P222 billion by 14 percent. 

Borrowings as of June were equivalent to 66 
percent of the P380.951 billion that the govem- 
ment planned to borrow to cover its revenue 


MONDAY, JULY 23,2007, 


strategy to pay more ofits debt. 

‘This is to take advantage of the strong peso, 
which helped trim its foreign-currency denomi- 
nated debts. 

Data from the DOF showed that of the total 
borrowings in the first half, P99.851 billion 
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Instant ID cards with Javelin — a surefire 
business opportunity because every school.. 
business..bank... government office... club.. 
social organization... in short, EVERYWHERE 
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shortfall this year. 

The additional 
debt in the first half, 
however, was 16.3- 
percent less than the 
P302.5 billion in- 
curred last year. 

Data showed that 
the borrowings for 
the first half exceed- 
ed the target due to 
the government's 


was sourced from foreign lenders, 

The higher share of P153.097 billion was 
composed of borrowings from the domestic 
capital market, mainly through the sale of 
Treasury bills and bonds. 

Finance Undersecretary Robert Tan said 
the government was committed to trim its 
budget deficit according to schedule. 

Under the program, the government 
should reduce its deficit to P63 billion this 
year from last year’s P64.8 billion and balance 


its budget by 2008. 
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THE NATIONAL 
Statistics Office is set 
to use data on intel- 
lectual property as 
one of the indicators 
of economic growth, 
according to chief of 
the Intellectual Prop- 
erty Office (IP Philip- 
pines) 

Adrian S. Cristobal 
Jr., IP Philippines di- 
Tector general, said 
in an interview the 
NSO's move was a re- 
sultof his agency's ef- 
forts to “mainstream” 
the treatment of IP as 
an indispensable fac- 
tor in business as 
well as academic cre- 
ative processes. 

“The NSO has re- 
quested data from IP 
Philippines,” Cristo- 
bal said. “The use of 
IP data to observe the 
growth of an econo- 
myis a relatively new 
trend in the world, 
even in the most ad- 
vanced countries.” 

Still, the lawyer 
said doing so was an 
important step, even 
for a developing 
country like the 
Philippines. 

“For a start, we can 
get an idea about the 
inflow investments 
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as well as increase in 
eine 


[pans production of goods 
Berar [amen by looking at the 
oP | Se Ae aD SESE growth of trademark 


registration, for ex- 
ample,” he said. 

By trademark, 
Cristobal was refe 
ring to a visual sign 
meant to distinguish 
goods (trademark) 
and services (service 
mark), and even en- 
terprises (trade 
name) and Internet 
sites (domain name) 
from one another. 

He added that the 
mathematics was dif- 
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Access Control & Timekeeping Devices [aM area 


MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED J} tion on between 
overall economic 
growth and increases 
in IP was under 
study. 

Cristobal said ap- 
plications for trade- 
marks owned by lo- 
cals now make up the 
majority of those filed, 
accounting for 57 per- 
cent of some 59,000 
lodged since 2003. 

“In. the past 
decades, trademarks 
applications from lo- 
cal businesses made 
up just 30 percent of 
the total registration,” 
he said. “The common 
wisdom then was that 
MM intellectual property 

and its protection was 
just for the big guys, 
which were mostly 
foreigners.” 

He said the change 
in the ratio showed 
that more Filipinos 
were going into busi- 
nesses and that en- 
trepreneurs were be- 
coming more aware 
of the importance of 
R 


eh DTA Some 


‘ee PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER waren =e nent 


HONDAY, JULY 23,2007 A BUSINESS ; 
Macroasia seen expanding operations in Clark ecozone 


AIRPORT SERVICES 
company Macroasia 
Corp. is planning to 
put up. a_ second 
hangar, kitchen and 
ground-handling fa- . ej . . 
ities in Clark, Pam- Introducing the 2007 Mitsubishi 
panga, in line with ni a 
the expansion plans 
of sister firm Philip- 
ine Airlines. 
Macroasia prest- 
dent Joseph Chua 
said the company 
and its partners, 
Lufthansa and PAL, 
had filed an applica- 
tion with the provin- 
cial government of 
Pampanga for its 
planned expansion. 
“This is to support 
the development of | 
Clark,” Chua said. 
Talks are under- 
way for the PALs plan 
to start operating in 
Clark in a bid to 
transform the Dios- at eae 
dado. Macapagal In- [ite 
ternational Airport 
(DMIA) into a pre- È, 
mier airport. 


foa 

PAL president i FA 
Jaime Bautista said laa Se zi 
the transfer of major Adventure Super Sport for your 
operations to the 30- 1 Abia eter 
hectare property for- OT nace 
merly occupied by ees em eee eer 
Federal Express | axes ck aton Polshed aluminum wheels 
would take place 
“within the term of 
President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo.” 

‘The construction 
cost was placed at 
$50 million. 

Bautista said the 
property would be 
expanded eventually 
to 50 hectares de- 
pending on the out- 
come of the negotia- 
tions. 

Bautista said PAL 
was in the final phase 
of negotiations for 
catering, ground 
handling and main- 
tenance services in 
the Clark terminal. 

Macroasia’s net in- 5 $ 
come in the first half 2 AROSE, 
rose by 66 percent to 
Piso millon. fom Agyenta Gis Sport for your famiy 
P95 million in the pie 


same period last year 
on the. Revenues 
grew to P531 million 
from P455 million in 
the same period. 
Elizabeth $. Lacson 


Negotiators ... 
From pageBI2 


Doha Round of WTO 
negotiations dead 
and to provide the 
necessary space tore- 
think the kind of mul- 
tilateral trade rules 
that aré needed to 
create employment k fis A Tos 
and achieve sustain- S So A Mend A Ë 
able development.” 2 i 
The six signatories 
from the Philippines 
include Alliance of 
Progressive Labor, 
Ibon Foundation, La- 
bor Education and 
Research Network, 
Pakisama, Philippine 
Rural Reconstruction 
voce i Adventure GLX for your business 
The groups de- eee mite ceminoton 
nounce the Doha talks} Soapoke 14- aluminum wheels 
eine ae | ai 


tion to peoples’ rights 


and needs. = 


| Sees 
“Doha was sup- 
posed to be the ‘de- d 
velopment’ round, 
but what has tran- 
spired (since it start- ——— DUER eaa 
ed in 2001) has been 


eodem ‘ayer wis u38 Port 
ite th 5 
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Saying that the cur- gi 
rent model of trade j 
could not deliver on 
the stated goal of the 
Doha Round of pro- A 


mating development “Sa ee renin z T Er The First 
and lifting millions of neue AEA Gaii e: l] Philippine $ 
people out of poverty, 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT COLLECTED CLOSE TO 
P9 billion in additional revenues from the im- 
plementation of its compromise programs 
with tax delinquents. 

BIR Deputy Commissioner Nelson Aspe 
told reporters that the One-time Administra- 
tive Abatement program yielded P5.92 billion 
in additional revenues, while the Improved 
Voluntary Assessment Program (Ivap) con- 
tributed P2.64 billion. 

The two programs, implemented last 
November, were part of the measures that the 
BIR believed could ease the tax collection 
shortfall it experienced since last year. 

Under the abatement program, embodied 
in Revenue Regulation No. 15-2006, interest- 
ed tax delinquents, including those who have 
pending cases with the Department of Justice, 
the Court of Appeals, the Court of Tax Appeals 
and the Supreme Court, may have their cases 
withdrawn if they agree with the terms of the 
compromise offer. 
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BIR nets P9B from tax deals 


Compromise with 
tax delinquents 


Only those who have pending cases with 
the Presidential Commission on Good Go 
ernment are not covered by the compromise 
offer. 

Applicants for the abatement program 
should have paid only the basic tax assessed, 
thus waiving all penalty fees, including inter- 
ests and surcharges, to avail themselves of the 
program's benefits. 

On the other hand, the Ivap gave delin- 
quent taxpayers the opportunity to be the last 
priority in the BIR's tax audit so long as they 
settle their tax obligations and pay the re- 
quired additional fees. 

Ivap applied to internal revenue taxes 
covering taxable years ending Dec. 31, 
2005, and fiscal year ending on any day 
not later than June 30, 2006, and all prior 


years. Taxes covered include one-time 
transactions such as estate tax, donor's 
tax, capital gains tax, final withholding 
tax, expanded withholding tax and docu- 
mentary stamp tax on the transfer, sale, 
exchange, or disposition of assets, among 
others. 

The two programs have ended recently, but 
Aspe said there were no plans to extend them 
despite the additional revenues collected 
from their implementation. 

He explained that it was no longer prudent 
to extend the two programs because of the tax 
amnesty bill that was signed into law last May. 
‘The law will take effect once its implementing 
rules and regulations come out as scheduled 
next month. 

Under the amnesty law, tax delinquents 
may apply for an amnesty for any type of tax- 
es that have fallen overdue as long as they pay 
an amnesty fee. Authorities said the amnesty 
fees were made cheap to attract tax delin- 
quents to come out in the open and settle 
their obligations with the BIR. 
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Revisiting the Asian 
financial crisis 


TEN YEARS AGO, EAST ASIA 
was hit by a financial storm that 
left behind much devastation and 
suffering in the regions 
economies, but also much learn- 
ing on the part of business, finan- 
cial sector players and economic 
managers both within and be- 
yond the region. 
Minor bruises 

Itis often said that the Philip- 
pines largely withstood the worst 
effects of the Asian financial cri- 
sis, and got off lightly compared 
to its neighbors. Dramatic de- 
lines in gross domestic product 
(GDP) were suffered by Indone- 
sia (13.2 percent), Thailand (- 
10.4 percent), and Malaysia (-7.5 
percent) in 1998. While these 
‘Asean neighbors of ours took a 
heavy beating, the Philippines 
only suffered minor bruises, with 
GDP growth dipping only slightly 
to -0.5 percent. Meanwhile, Sin- 
gapore and the new Asean mem- 
ber countries Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar and Vienam 
managed to maintain positive al- 
beit much reduced rates of 
growth 

‘That was a time when as Neda 
director-general nearing the end 
of my term, Iliked to say that our 
country was well-positioned to 
surge ahead of our erstwhile 
more dynamic neighbors, after 
having been the region’s laggard 
(the “sick man of Asia") for too 
long. Prior to the crisis, we had 
been describing ourselves as a 
“tiger cub” economy ready to join 
the league of our more mature 
tiger neighbors. And for a while 
in the immediate aftermath of cri- 
sis in 1998, it did look like this 
tiger cub was poised tn even seize 
the lead from its weary tiger 
neighbors. 


Better prepared 

Many of us used to explain the 
relatively light direct impact of 
the Asian financial crisis on our 
economy by saying we had al- 
ready had practice with our own 
home-grown financial crisis be- 
fore (i.e. in the early 1980s). The 
assassination of former Senator 
Benigno Aquino in 1983 had 
thrown the country into a domes- 
tic financial crisis that was 
marked by massive capital flight 
and weakened financial institu- 
tions. These had prompted the 
central bank then to undertake 
significant regulatory reforms de- 
signed to forestall similar finan- 
cial pressures in the future—and 
these paid off well for us by the 
time the region-wide crisis hit us 
in 1997-98. 

We also did not have the same 
vulnerabilities in the real proper- 
ty and banking sectors that had 
Jed to Thailand's spectacular 
slide. The crisis was catalyzed by 
the bursting of the real estate 
bubble in Thailand: There had 
been massive overbuilding of of- 
fice and residential condomini- 
ums in Thailand in the 1990s, fi- 
nanced heavily by bank loans. 
When the property developers 
could no longer sell or lease these 
condominiums, they began de- 
faulting on their bank loans one 
after another, leading in turn to 
the collapse of Thai banks, one af- 
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ter another, And the rest is histo- 
1y, soto speak. 


Segurista 

But Philippine real property de- 
velopment was a totally different 
animal. Unlike Thai and other Asian 
property developers who relied 
mainly on bank loans to construct 
their buildings, Filipino developers 
have always tended to finance their 
projects prominently by pre selling. 
Ie was not, and still is not uncom- 
mon for us to be offered condomini- 
um units for sale before the devel- 
opers have even broken ground, or 
at least very early in construction, 
years before the building is expect- 
ed to be ready for occupancy. Our 
property developers are more se- 
‘gurista (risk-averse) than their oth- 
er Asian counterparts, and are thus 
betterassured that they will not 
end up with largely unsold and un- 
occupied buildings once these are 
completed. 

‘At the same time, there have 
been strict limits on banks’ lending 
to the real property sector since we 
got out of our own home-grown 
1980s crisis. This had provided yet 
another safeguard against a possi- 
ble real estate bubble-induced fi- 
nancial crisis by the late 1990s. 


Laggard once more 

Ten years hence, we are, sadly, 
lagging behind once again. In re- 
cent years, we've returned to being 
among ‘the slowest-growing 
economies in our region. We 
would have been the slowest last 
year, in fact, if not for Thailand's re- 
cent political upheavals that have 
taken a toll on its recent economic 
performance. Our neighbors fell 
rather sharply in 1998, but got 
back on their feet rather quickly as 
well, recaptured the initiative, and 
mostly resumed their surging per- 
formance. Meanwhile, we have 
plodded on at a steady but slower 
pace, hampered by complacency, 
inferior infrastructure, political 
turmoil and bad governance. All 
these have been instrumental in 
bringing abour a particularly glar- 
ing decline in investment in our 
economy, especially domestic in- 
vestment. It is well known that our 
‘economy's growth has been driven 
primarily by OFW remittance-driv- 
en private consumption. In stark 
contrast, investments have contin- 
ued to grow in our neighboring 
economies. Most analysts see this 
problem with investment— have 
begun to call it an investment cri- 
sis—as our biggest challenge now 
and in the years ahead. 

‘Ten years hence, this erstwhile 
tiger cub has clearly missed the op- 
portunity we had then to seize the 
lead from our weary tiger neigh- 
bors—yet another in the seemingly 
unending line of missed opportuni- 
ties for our country in past decades. 
Itis high time that we tumed over a 
new leaf—but are we and our lead- 
ers up to the challenge? 

Comments welcome at 
chabito@ateneo.edu 


Bull run seen to extend ... 


From page BI 67.8 percent lower than the 
P9.09 billion a year ago. National 
Reinsurance Corp. of the Philip- 
pines completed a P2.82-billion 
sale of its primary shares, while 
Pacific Online Systems Corp. con- 
ducted its own sale of P104.78- 
million worth of primary shares 
last April. 

Proceeds from the follow-on 
offerings of four companies went 
up by 158.4 percent to P26.98 bil- 
lion in the first half from P10.44 
billion a year earlier. The follow- 
on offerings allowed Filinvest 
Land Inc., to raise P5.92 billion; 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corp., 
P5.67 billion; Union Bank, P5.04 
billion, and Alliance Global 
Group Inc, (AGI), P10.35 billion. 

Equity from stock rights offer- 
ings hit P15.4 billion from Jan- 
uary to June this year or roughly 
20 times bigger than the P751.96 
million recorded for the same pe- 
riod last year. The companies that 
conducted the rights offerings in- 
cluded Megaworld Corp. (P10.79 
billon) EEI Corp. (P540 million) 
AGI (P3.11 billion) and Geograce 
Resources Philippines Inc. 
(P489.88 million). 


nies mainly through follow-on of- 
ferings and stock rights issuances 
has surged by 78 percent to P45.4 
billion in the first half from P25.5 
billion a year ago. 

Documents from the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange (PSE) 
showed a slack in equity from ini- 
tial public offerings (IPOs) and 
private placements during the pe- 
riod. 

PSE president Francis Lim said 
that IPOs would pick up dramati- 
cally in the coming months with 
big names in the pipeline. The tal- 
ly does not yet include proposed 
offers by GMA Network Inc., Vista 
Land, Pepsi Cola Philippines, Ce- 
bu Pacific and eTelecare, which 
are either listing this week or 
sometime during the year. 

“As such, we in the PSE remain 
confident that total proceeds this 
year from various capital-raising 
sorties will hit a new all-time 
high, based on IPOs we have in 
the pipeline,” Lim added. 

Based on PSE figures, proceeds 
from two IPOs in the first half this 
year amounted to P2.92 billion or 


BUILDING A NEW PHILIPPINES Sy 
Securing Progress: 
Through Shelter 


DIRECT HOUSING PROVISION -- 130,000 families 
provided security of tenure in 2006 and the first half of 2007 


+ Asset Reform Program -- About 20,000 informal settler families 
in 2006 given secured tenure by declaring over 462 hectares of land 
as housing sites to be disposed to its occupants. In the first half of 
2007, some 10,748 of families living on proclaimed government 
lands received their Certificates of Lot Entitlement/Lot Award 
(CELAs). 


+ Railway Relocation -- Since clearing and relocation operations 
inthe Northrail segment began in 2002, some 22,674 families have 
moved to their new homes—completing the opening of the right of 
way for the 37-kilometer stretch of railway from Metro Manila to 
Bulacan, Of this number, 15,634 families were from Northrail. The 
remaining 2,858 units were for the Southrail families affected by the 
rehabilitation and modernization plan of the PNR commuter line 
from Caloocan to Calamba. A total of 12,349 Southrail families have 
been relocated to various resettlement sites since 2004. Other 
programs such as slum upgrading, development of sites and 
Services, construction of core housing and medium rise housing 
benefited 16,983 more families since 2008. 


+ Community Mortgage Program — Since 2006, a total of 19,748 
informal setters, slum dwellers and resident of blighted areas 
benefited from CMP by granting P1.03 billion in total loans to their 
community associations. These loans enabled them to purchase the 
privately-owned properties that they have been occupying. 


+ Formal Sector Housing ~ In 2006, the Pag-IBIG Fund released 
over P16 bilion in housing loans for the construction or purchase of 
32,939 units. For the first five months of 2007, its housing loans 
have already reached P6.9 bilion. To make housing even more 
affordable to low- and middle-income earners, the Pag-IBIG Fund 
further reduced its interest rates—now only 6% for loans up to 
P300,000 and 7% for loans above P300,000 up to P750,000. Along 
with the extension of loan terms up to a maximum of 30 years, this 
translates to lower monthly amortizations. Other government 
financial institutions also continue to grant housing loans to 
government and private sector employees. Since 2006, these 
institutions granted housing assistance to 534 borrowers. 


INDIRECT HOUSING PROVISION 


+ Housing Guaranty Provision -- For 2006 up to the first half of 
2607, the Home Guaranty Corporation provided retail and 
developmental guaranties on total loans of P5.7 billion for 14,812 
beneficiaries. 


+ Redefinition of HL packages ~ The Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council adjusted the price ceilings of 
housing loan packages. Low Cost Housing Level 1, previously set 
at P300,000 to P500,000, has been raised to P300,000 to P1.25 
million. Level 2 now ranges from over P1.25 up to P 3 million, and 
‘medium cost housing from P3 milion up to P4 milion. The 
adjustments allowed private developers to avail of higher loan 
amounts and guaranty covers to develop more housing projects, 
and enable them to comply with the 20% socialized housing 
requirement. 


+ Issuance of Licenses to Sell -- In 2006 and the first half of 2007, 
the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board issued licenses to sell 
to developers representing 187,293 new housing units. 


+ Housing Construction -- From January 2006 to June 2007, the 
housing sector is estimated to have generated a total of 691,895 
jobs in housing construction. 


Under President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s leadership, the 
government housing sector continued to gain significant 
ground in the war against homelessness. In 2006, it carried 
out various programs that resulted in concrete improvements 
in the lives of many Filipinos, especially the poor. To 
thousands of families, this meant the realization of the 
life-long dream of shelter security, a better life away from the 
slums, or a chance to afford their own home for the first time. 
With continuing reforms aimed at improving the delivery of 
housing benefits and enhancing the participation of the 
private sector, housing continues to secure the progress of 
Filipino families and the entire nation. 


PABAHAY TUNGO SA MAUNLAD NA BUHAY 


THE GOVERNMENT 
HOUSING PROGRAM 


Since 2001... 


+100 Proclamations and Executive Orders 
signed providing security of tenure to 
195,475 families 


© 77,964 families empowered to own 
property through the Community 
Mortgage Program 


. 30,940 families relocated from Northrail 
and 8,003 families from Southrail 


* 125,603 families given assistance through 
various other direct housing provision 
‘programs 


+ 323,303 housing units funded by Pag-IBIG 
Fund, SSS, DBP, LBP and GSIS 


* Access to affordable housing expanded 
with the reduction of interest rates, lower 
amortization and longer repayment period 


«Retail and developmental guaranty 
provided for 170,757 housing units 


+ 869,132 licenses to sell issued 
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By Elizabeth ing activities in the bid for the govem- ploration possibly Gatchalian said. 
Sanchez-Lacson Philippines. ment’s oil conces- for nickel, copper, Gatchalian also 
Wesley sions in Palawan and manganese, coal said that its 10- 
GATCHALIAN-LED Gatchalian, director Mindoro. and chromite. Both year-old Wellex 
oil exploration and and executive vice The bid was sub- partners are- cur- Petroleum ` was 
Shining. firm Wellex president of Wellex mitted to the Depart- rentlyinthe process studying plans of 
Petroleum Corp. said Petroleum, told the mentofEnergyabout of applying for ex- an initial public of- 
has signed a part- Ingumer that South- two months ago. The ploration permits in fering once its oil 
nership with a sub- em PEC Petrochemi- winner has yet tobe possible mine sites and mining projects 
sidiary of China cal, a subsidiary of named. such as Palawan are “up and run- 
Petroleum and Sinopec based in Gatchalian added and Samar. ning”. 
Chemical Corp. Guangdong nS that Wellex planned “The Wellex “Our Chinese 
(Sinopec), one of in China, has signed to form a joint ven- Group is positive partner is bullish Ea 
Chinas biggest oil a memorandum of ture firm with its this will help our Ein peso and the am e E. E 
Companies, to ven- understanding with Chinese partner to economy because Philippine stock Bas Asa Poner Resources Cor. os oar 
fureinto oil andmin- the Wellex Group to go into mining ex- Sinopec is a large market- and the Eo 8 
company. The min- economy,” he 
ing industry is added. 
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T0002 — 0497. pino-owned, non-bank remittance company, i spaces i 8° 
0.132215 Ís considering an initial public offering (IPO) 
toward the last quarter ofthis year. 
It has named investment house First Metro 
Investment Corp. as financial adviser, issue 
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Kroner 0.13417 0.185663 B37, 


Rupes 0.017383 0.024839 412 manager and underwriter for the IPO. 
Ringgit. 0.210881 0.291121 . 13.1266 The company did not provide details of the 
Now Peso oun 41983 planned IPO. 
Dolar 0572991. 0.781014 _ _36.6668. The company’s board has approved an 
Kroner —=__0.126387__ 017477 _74872. increase in the company’s capital to P500 
“Pakistan Rupes = "0.011968" "0.018686 "07465 million from P163 million to finance its 
South Africa Aand 0.105909 ~ 0.148199 65921. ongoing expansion. Proceeds of the IPO 
“Sweden Kroner 0.109078- 0.15068 _67897 wili be used to open new branches and ex- 
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Growing network 
Established in 
2001, iRemit now 
Premium Accounting boasts a growing 
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Advertorial >> 


With your broadband connection and a Wireless-N network you have the freedom to enjoy a lifestyle 
that was impossible until today. Wireless-N (improves the range of your wireless network up to 4 
times farther than before, covering your entire home or office. With speeds up to 12 times faster than 


: 
A older wireless technology, your network can handle today's most demanding tasks. Older wireless 
an ireless... e a 
aan Capacity was limited, used mostly for web surfing and an occasional internet phone call. 

ity 


Your broadband service now delivers much more than web surfing: You can make phone cals over 
at the Speed of N! the Ineemet play games online, listen to or dowmload music, and enjoy video lips or movies. 
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Introducing 


Your 
usiness 
Partners 


Your Small Business And 
Home Office Solution 


‘The SPA9000 opens up access to Voice over, 
IR including low-cost long distance service 
and telephone number portability. it is easy 
to set up in a matter of minutes. New 
telephones are also automatically detected 
and it boasts an integrated web server for 
features to be configured using a browser. 


In fact, the SPA9000 is the ideal host for 
Linksys business telephones. It supports a 
greater set of advanced features with them 
such as shared line appearances, hunt 
‘groups call transfer and others! 


Great Features: 


+ High-end features match those of 
large business voice servers 


+ Upgradeable to 16 SIP compat 
IP phones 


Powerful self-configuration 
capabilities 


Feature-rich IP Phones 


Fasie 
Port Cemer 


ihre Porton 
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When it comes to business or home office 
telephony, the SPA941 and SPA942 are in a 
league of thelr own. Both models offer 
great interoperability with equipment from 
Volce over IP infrastructure leaders and 
features such as easy station moves, 
presence and shared line appearances. 


The SPA942 comes with dual switched 
Ethernet ports and 802-3af PoE support. 
Both models are easily upgradable to four 
lines and each line can be configured to use 
a unique phone number. What's more, they 
are easy to install! 


Great Feature: 
‘Two active lines 
High-resolution graphical display 


Connect directly to an internet 
telephone service provider 


A Linksys Wireless-N network lets you experience this entire digital lifestyle from any room in the 
home, all at the same time without running new wires. Wireless-N uses today's most robust security 
methods like WPA encryption to keep your network and data protected. It works with all of your 
existing Wireless-B and -G products, protecting your previous invest ments. Installation is quick and 
effortless, and toll free technical support is there if you need it. 


Internet. Voice. Entertainment - All at Once. Anywhere. 


Surf the web, enjoy high definition video, listen to your digital music collection, and make internet 
phone calls - all at the same time. With whole-home coverage that virtually eliminates dead spots, 
Wireless-N (draft 802.1 1n) delivers the freedom to work and play everywhere, without the hassle 
of running new wires. 


LINKSYS’ 


A Division of Cisco Systems, Inc. 


The Linksys 
Connected 
Office is Open 
for Business! 


Linksys Connected Office is the best portfolio 
of industry-leading products and solutions to 
help your small business compete. Start or 
expand your network with affordable, reliable 
Business Series products. 


Hannaa aip 


Wireless-N offers greater speed and coverage than 
Wireless-G, while at the same time being backwards 
compatible with 802.1 1b and g devices 


SPI Firewall, and Intrusion Prevention secure the 
work from outside threats 


QuickVPN IPSec VPN tunnel support provides secure 
remote user connectivity 


Support for WMM provides improved QoS over 
wireless connections for better video and voice 
performance 


WRVS4400N weeieseN Gigabit 
‘Secu Router wath VPN 


To learn more about Linksys Connected Office, 
visit http://www.linksysconnectedoffice.com/ 


j 


Cisco Systems - Linksys (Asia) Pte Ltd (Co Reg No:2001060331) 


Email:asiasupport@linksys.com 


Authorized Distributors: 
Ingram Micro +632.633,8902 
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By Riza T. Olchondra 
E37UST MONTHS AFTER 
$ f the release of Blackberry’s 
8800, a sexier PDA phone 
i in the market, launched by 
Blackberry maker Research In 
Motion via Globe Telecom Inc. 
The BlackBerry Curve, also known as 
He 8300, is not particularly curva- 
us, but it combines best-of-breed 
gatures with a full QWERTY keyboard 
a sleek, lightweight body. 
= I is the smallest full- QWERTY Black- 
Berry, being 60 mm wide, 107 mm 
Shick, and 15.5 mm high. It is also the 
Uphtest at 111 grams. The outer edges 
iso have a soft-touch finish to give ita 
bbery texture, making it easier to 
grip- 
$ Looking for new features? Be fore- 
Warned that the BlackBerry Curve is not 
tnuch different from the 8800, but the 
latter is more the business phone, with 
mi camera. The 8800 is also larger and 
Heavier, measuring 66. mm by 14 mm 
by 114 mm, and weighing 134 grams. 
‘S For the work-life focus of the Curve, 
he upgraded 2-megapixel camera is 
rtainly helpful, as is the new spell- 
check feature for emails. 
‘s The Curve has a light-sensing technol- 
y that automatically adjusts the back- 
lighting of the screen as well as keyboard, 
Whether the user is indoors or outdoors. The 
sgreen themes and fonts may be customized. 
‘% Like all BlackBerry models, the Curve lacks 
# touch-screen, but the trackball navigator 
and control buttons are enough. There are 
talk, menu, escape, and end/power controls 
beneath the screen. On the right side rests a 
volume control and a launch bütton that, in 
default mode, activates the camera. On the 


Handling data 


Exist drums up 
local support 
for open source 


CONCERNED THAT THE HIGH INTEREST 
in open source (OS) software development 
in the Philippines is not translating into a 
surge in output, local company Exist Global 
Inc. has tied up with OS leaders Apache 
Software Foundation and Eclipse Founda- 
tion to bring Filipinos up to speed with Asia- 
wide efforts. 

The industry leaders will present OS 
trends and opportunities at the inaugural 
OS Summit Asia to be held at the Le Meridi- 
an hotel in Hong Kong’s leading edge Cyber- 
port IT development zone from Nov. 26 to 
30. 
™ Research from Evans Data Corp. 
(www.evansdata.com) said the number of 
developers using Open Source software in 
Asia has jumped by 40 percent over the past 
three years. The popularity of the Linux op- 
erating system has also boomed in recent 
years, providing the region's developing 
Countries with a free and robust alternative 
fo leading commercial operating systems. 

However, in sharp contrast, OS develop- 

‘ments from the Philippines and other Asian 
countries only increased by five percent. 
< "As Asia moves to become the largest con- 
Sumer of Open Source technologies, it is in- 
¢reasingly important that the region is able to 
experience the Open Source community pro- 
ess in action,” said Winston Damarillo, co- 
Gxecutive producer of the OS Summit. “We 
are excited to ... demonstrate this in the con- 
fext of the collaboration between Eclipse and 
Apache. Local communities and associations 
have been a tremendous help in supporting us 
and providing the best possible venue to 
aunch this initiative.” 
+ OS Summit Asia will offer unique educa- 
{ional opportunities with hands-on training, 
Gompetitively selected general sessions, and a 
Small number of invited speakers that address 
new technologies, development methods, 
business and marketing, and licensing issues 
in Open Source software. 

Damarillo said delegate registrations for 
the conference will open by the end of July. 

“We hope that, by showcasing the com- 
bined communities behind Eclipse and 
Apache, we will be able to cultivate a stronger 
presence for Open Source in the region,” said 
Justin Erenkrantz, president of The Apache 
Software Foundation. 

Mike Milinkovich, executive director of the 
Eclipse Foundation also said that the event “is 
not just about technology.” 

“It’s about the community and culture 
nd inevitability of Open Source—a move- 
pent that creates and maintains a wealth of 
innovation and ideas,” Milinkovich added. 
"Across Asia, interest in Open Source is 
building. The timing of this event is perfect 
fo harness and build on that interest.” 

: Risa T. Olchondra 
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ell rounded PDA phone comes with a ‘Curve’ 


left side is a mini-USB port, a programmable 
convenience button, a 3.5 mm headset jack 
that works with Walkman-style headphones. 
On top is a a mute button. 

For entertainment, a media player supports 
various formats. For caller ID purposes, you 


can assign a photo to a contact and one of 

45 polyphonic ring tones. The Curve al- 
so supports MP3 and MIDI ring tones. 

The camera lens, flash and self-por- 
trait mirror are on the back of the de- 
vice, along with the microSD slot. No 
video-recording here, but you do get a 
zoom and flash. 

As for voice features, the quad-band 
(GSM 850/900/1800/1900; EDGE) of- 
fers crisp sound quality, with less back- 
ground noise and an adjustable volume 
fornoisy environments. 

‘Aside from the usual organizational 
tools such as the calendar and alarm, 
there is a BlackBerry Maps application 
that can give text-based driving direc- 
tions. 

The BlackBerry Curve also reverted 
to the full QWERTY keyboard styles 
found on the 8700g and 8700c, which 
means more spaces between buttons for 
easy typing. 

One drawback for Curve users is that 
there is no Wi-Fi and 3G. There is GPRS 
or EDGE instead. And there is no GPS re- 
ceiver, unlike the 8800, although this 
does not make much of a difference in 
the Philippines because GPS is not yet 
available here anyway. 

Meanwhile, an integrated Bluetooth 
allows users to add other functions via a 
Bluetooth GPS unit, wireless headsets, 
orhands-free kits. 

Hardcore business users may be bet- 

ter off keeping their 8800 with its inte- 

grated GPS functionality and lack of a cam- 

era, which are banned in high-security work- 
places. 

For consumers and mobile professionals, 
the BlackBerry Curve is a beautifully designed 
‘and well rounded device that delivers great 
email functionality, a little multimedia fun 
and solid performance. 


in this digitized day and age 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


‘THE INTERNET OR THE WORLDWIDE WEB 
has been changing and influencing the way 
people value, view, store, use, and share infor- 
mation, particularly digital content or data. 

The Internet has spawned the current 
trend referred to as the digital replication of 
data, wherein digital content, such as a pho- 
tograph, video, or music is copied and trans- 
ferred to other digital media a thousand, even 
a million, times over. 

Jeremy Tan of Millennium Computer Tech 
Corp., distributor of Seagate hard drives in 
the country, says it's quite common to find a 
person carrying a digital data storage device, 
such as memory cards, USB flash drives and 
mobile hard disks. 

‘And this person, according to Tan, has the 
habit of relentlessly sharing the contents of 
his storage device to other people through the 
Internet. 

“When you take a photo with a digital cam: 
era, that photo is stored in the memory card, 
Tan says. “You transfer that photo to your 
computer and, when you go online, you email 
it to friends and family, or upload it to Flicks, 
Friendster or other photo websites. Friends 
and family download that photo and email it 
to other people. That photo, which used to be 
a single entity, has multiplied exponentially in 
a short span of time and it has been stored in 
other data storage (devices) as well.” 

This trend in content mobility and multipli- 
cation is reflected in a study conducted by 
Seagate in the United States, which sought to 
determine how people view and use digital 
information. 

Eighty-one percent surveyed say theyre 
more likely to download and store content now 
than a year ago. Forty-five percent of American 
households with children under 18 years old 
download music. While 57 percent of those sur- 


veyed agree that content and files are more 
worthy than the computers which store them. 

“Truly, content has become the center of 
the digital world,” says Tan. 

He adds that the current consumer craze 
on mobile phones, MP3s, digital cameras, lap- 
tops and notebooks, high-speed Internet, col- 
or printers, wireless solutions, and digital 
camcorders all have one thing in com- 
mon—digital content. 

“Consumers now have a greater need for 
mobile data storage solutions, data security, 
and access to digital content,” says Tan. 

Seagate, which is a name already associat- 
ed with content and storage solutions, has 
launched a family of mobile storage devices 
that addresses the need of consumers for digi- 
tal content sharing and data mobility. 

Seagate's FreeAgent data movers are large 
capacity portable storage devices that have in- 
tegrated content management software aiding 
users in duplicating and moving digital content 
with ease to multiple locations such as email, 
iPod, photo Websites, a flash drive or PC. 

PC and Mac compatible FreeAgent data 
‘movers come in three variations. 

FreeAgent Pro, which has a maximum 
space of 750 gigabytes, is for heavy digital 
content users. It has all the digital connection 
interfaces, such as dual FireWire 400, eSATA, 
and combo USB 2.0 ports. 

FreeAgent Desktop Drive is for the average 
digital content user. 

FreeAgent Go, which comes in a small 
black brushed aluminum case but can carry a 
capacity of 500 gigabytes, is ideal for students 
and business professionals. 

As the digital generation continually cre- 
ates and consumes increasing amounts of 
content, consumers are demanding user- 
friendly storage solutions that provide any- 
time, anywhere access to match their on-the- 
go lifestyles, Tan says. 
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How to market your 
small business online 


FOR YEARS, SMALL BUSI- 
nesses have relied on the magic 
of WOM (word of mouth) to at- 
tract customers. Yet, with 
young Filipinos lately turning 
into entrepreneurs, too many 
small companies are creating 
too much buzz that customers 
now find it hard to tell apart 
the best from the bluff. 

Consider these facts: small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) make up 99.4 percent 
of the Philippine business sec- 
tor, generating nearly 70 per- 
cent of the jobs available local- 
ly, and contributing more than 
30 percent of the country’s 
gross domestic product 

Now consider the clutter: 
most SMEs spread the word of- 
fline through advertisements, 
direct mail, flyers, calling 
cards, booth displays in ex- 
hibits and conventions, and 
merchandising, like Tshirts 
and bumper stickers. 


Level playing field 

“With the onslaught of new 
competition and a tougher op- 
erating environment, you can't 
expect to compete as a small 
business today without using 
an arsenal of marketing tools,” 
says Jonas R. delos Reyes, 
eCommerce manager of 
Yehey.com, one of the leading 
Filipino Internet portals. 

With Internet usage growing 
annually by an average of 42 
percent in the past five years, 
the World Wide Web now 
brims with promises for the lo- 
cal papaya soap dealer, the 
barako coffee supplier or the 
flower farmer who used to 
merely ply their trade down- 
town and rely on their satisfied 
customers to get the word out 
that their businesses exist. 

‘Of the SMEs that participated 
in a 2004 ACNielsen survey, 58 
percent said they were able to 
grow their business through 
their websites, while 49 percent 
said they were able to cut down 
costs with an online presence. 

“Customers want to see you 
online for simple reasons: to 
get pricing information, see 
samples of your work, request 
more information, buy some- 
thing from you, or just to see 
whether you have what they're 
looking for,” says delos Reyes. 

He adds websites can also lev- 
el the playing field, as even the 
smallest business could compete 
effectively with larger firms. 

Yehey!’s e-Commerce man- 
ager offers these tips for SMEs 
tobe noticed online: 

KISS. (keep it simple, 
sweetheart), even when you 
are online. 

Once potential customers 
‘open your website, you have on- 
ly 5 to 8 seconds to convince 
them to keep on clicking. They 
should, in that fleeting moment, 
know from your brief but com- 
pelling text and visuals what 
products or services you offer 
and ifit answers their needs, 


“You already have their foot in 
the door when they they get to 
see your site,” delos Reyes says. 
“That's not already a ‘yes,’ but a 
‘maybe.’ Get to the point. Keep it 
simple.” 


Get them hooked 

© After you K.LS.S., engage. 

Once you successfully get 
your potential customer into the 
door, show them the rest of the 
house and make them feel at 
home. Get them to interact with 
your website, feeding you more 
information. When people visit 
your website and email you, fol- 
low up immediately. Once they 
feel welcomed and at ease with 
your site, get them hooked so 
they will be frequent visitors. 

‘© Be constantly present. 

This relationship is not the ab- 
sence-makes-the heart-grow- 
fonder type. Your potential cus- 
tomers already found out you 
exist; now you must strive not to 
be relegated to the archives, nev- 
er to be opened again. Be highly 
visible, whether online (email 
marketing) or offline (in-store, 
merchandising or advertising). 

Your site should appear high 
on search engines’ results pages. 
Yehey! has an exclusive parmner- 
ship with Google so keywords 
and terms in your site could ap- 
pear higher up on Google Ad- 


words. This search engine mar- $ 


keting tool is part of the web de- 
sign and programming package 
Yehey! offers to customers. 

Don't leave them on the 
altar, waiting, 

So you got them engaged, 
hooked, and raring to establish 
a customer relationship with 
you online, Now it’s time to 
Pay. 


Altar of e-commerce 

Nothing is more frustrating 
than getting them to the altar 
of e-commerce and leaving 
them waiting for you to email 
them the pricing and shipping 
information. You should have 
an online store that makes it 
easy for your customers to 
place an order, send the pay- 
ment and get their goods. 

One solution is through 
Yehey!’s Kaban (http://ka- 
ban.com.ph), an online pay- 
ment gateway system that en- 
ables SMEs to accept customer 
payment through ATM, credit 
card or electronic cash modes 
such as Globe G-Cash. 

Using Kaban is easy: an online 
buyer simply clicks on the Kaban 
payment button on the website, 
and gets redirected to the KA- 
BAN website interfaced with a 
merchant template. After a se- 
‘cure form is completed, a pay- 
ment option is made and trans- 
action is processed in no time. 

Yehey! developed Kaban to 
meet the e-commerce needs of 
SMES in the country. Aside from 
being one of the top three most- 
viewed Filipino sites, Yehey! is 
also being positioned as an on- 
line marketing solutions firm. 


What, no signal? Coverage problem far from licked 


By Abigail L. Ho 


TT HAS PROBABLY HAPPENED TO THE 
country's 50 million mobile phone sub- 
scribers at least once in their lives. 

When the elevator door closes, 
when you enter a restroom in a mall, 
when you emerge in a room that is far 
from the main entrance of a build- 
ing—you lose your cellular phone sig- 
nal. 

Local operators Smart Communica- 
tions Inc., Globe Telecom Inc. and Sun 
Cellular have all been trying to ad- 
dress this problem over the years by 
installing pico cells—or small base 
stations—in strategic parts of build- 
ings. 

But the problem still persists. 

According to a recent report from re- 
search firm Analysys, operators need to 
Further step up their efforts to improve 
indoor coverage, particularly with the 
impending rollout of services, such as 
mobile TV. 

“Increasing usage of mobile voice 
and data services indoors suggests that 


indoor services are set to become a key 
area of competition for the wireless in- 
dustry” said report co-author Mark 
Heath. 

“Despite poor in-building coverage, 
the number of mobile users that make 
cellular calls at home is increasing,” 
Heath added. “Early trials have shown 
that homes and offices are the two most 
popular locations for using mobile TV 
services.” 

JF operators wanted to not only boost 
the usage of voice services, but also en- 
courage the use of services such as mo- 
bile TV when they are rolled out, report 
co-author Alastair Brydon said cellular 
phone firms should start investing more 
heavily in the provision of indoor cellu- 
lar coverage. 

‘The use of the cellular phone beyond 
voice and text messaging to more data 
applications would spur the need for 
better indoor coverage, he said. 

“Fixed broadband and cellular tech- 
nologies will fulfill complementary 
roles within homes and offices,” Brydon 
explained. “This will drive mobile oper- 


ators to diversify their operations to in- 
clude fixed as well as mobile services. 
Furthermore, mobile operators will be 
forced to invest heavily in the provision 
of indoor cellular coverage. 

This would be one of the best ways 


for operators to achieve average rev- 
enue per user (Arpu) growth because 
this would boost the use of mobile voice 
telephony and non-voice services, such 
as mobile TV and fixed broadband, he 
added. 
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Petronas pursues prospect 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MALAYSIAN FIRM PETRONAS CARI- 
gali Overseas Sdn Bhd will be drilling 
an exploration well off Mindoro next 
month. 

Former Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla said Petronas’ drilling rig was 
on its way to the country and should 
be ready to drill by August. 

Petronas holds an 80-percent stake 
in Service Contract 47, followed by 
PNOC-Exploration Corp. with 19.4 
percent, PetroEnergy Resources Corp. 
with 0.4 percent and Basic Petroleum 
Inc, at 0.2 percent. 

‘The SC 47 consortium had said an 


exploration well would be drilled 
within the Kamia Prospect, formerly 
Cherry Prospect, off Mindoro. 

The proposed well, or Kamia 1, would 
be drilled toa depth of 1,500 meters. 

‘The prospect is estimated to have 
158 million barrels of oil 

‘The cost of the drilling would be 
shouldered entirely by Petronas. 

SC 47 covers an almost 1.5-million 
hectare area in offshore Mindoro, 
which contains the Tablas and Cherry, 
now Kamia, prospects. 

‘The drilling project is worth at 
least $23 million. 

‘Apart from Petronas, Lotilla said 
Australia's Nido Petroleum Ltd. would 


also start drilling production wells at 
the Galoc Field covered by SC 14C. 

“The rig should be here by next 
month, so drilling should start soon,” 
he said, 

Galoc Production ‘Co. (GPC), 
which operates SC 14C, is scheduled 
to drill two production wells between 
August and October. This will entail 
an investment of $86.4 million. 

GPC owns 58.29 percent of SC 14. 
Nido is the second biggest sharehold- 
er with a 22.28-percent stake, 

Nido deputy managing director 
Joanne Williams earlier said Nido had 
‘earmarked $20 million this year for the 
development of the Galoc oil field. 
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BenQ brings a 
Bigger ‘n brighter offer 


BenQ MP611 


2400 ANSI Lumes 
SVGA (800x600 pixels) 


Php 39,888.00 


Features 
-Power OnOff Tone 
~ Security Password 
-Pand Key Lock 

My Screen (Optional) 
Teq Hotkey forPAQ -HDTV Compatible 
T267 kg,15.91bs. -20001 contrast ratio 
~ 200W, 3000/4000 amp hours 
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-Built-in Speaker 
Quide Cooling 
-AutoO 


BenQ MP721 

2500 ANSI Lumens 
XGA (1024x768 pixels) 
‘Optional Wireless Module 


Php 54,888.00 


FREE Projection Screen (177.8 cmx 177.8 cri Tripod 
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Geronimo “Ronnie” Zamora Velasco 


(October 26, 1927 - July 16, 2007) 


wwa cha? dh gov ph 


(Sod) ENGR. MIGUEL T. GERSON 
‘BAC Chairman 


We are in need of: 


ARCHITECTURE 
BLDG. DESIGNER 


- with experience 
- Male & Female 
Please call at 687-4443 
IYUNGSUN ARCHITECTS & ENG. CO., LTD 
(one of the TOP 10 Companies in Korea) 


WANTED 


2 Expert Aluminum Installer 
+ 2210 28 years old 
5 Hardworking males willing to be trained 


in Installing Glass and Aluminum 
$ * 2010 28 years old & 5'3" to 5'7" in Height 


REQUIREMENTS: 


10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716 1984377 


A man of vision and action, Mr. Geronimo Velasco 
steered the Philippines towards energy 
independence as the former Chairman and 
President of the Philippine National Oil Company 
(PNOC) and the country’s first Energy Minister. 
During his tenure, Mr. Velasco was the driving force 
behind major milestones in the energy sector, 
including the creation of PNOC and its oil refining 
and marketing subsidiary, Petrophil - 
later to become Petron Corporation. 


09213497170 


1 Bio-data, xerox of Birth Certificate, police 
clearance and 2 pes. 2x2 picture. 
Interested applicants may apply at: 


NEW STAR GLASS ALUMINUM 
No. 39 A Bonifacio St., Bagulo City 


INSTANTLY 


Evon jobmarkstonias.comn 


On. 
SSBC 


i 
| 
i 
| 
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SULTAN KUDARAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Tacurong Cily, Sultan Kudarat 
Tels: 064-200-3185/4050; 064-477-0326; Fax: 064-200-3156 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The Sultan Kudarat Electric Cooperative, Inc. (SUKELCO) invites Sealed Bids from Eligible Bidders 


for the project Massive Relocation of Kwh meters and system upgrading at Buluan, Maguindanao- 
tunded under General Fund; 


4. Supply and delivery of CL-2, Kwh Meter G.E 1-55S, 2 wires, Single Phase, 220 volts, Clock 
‘ype. 

2. Supply and delivery of CL-100, Kwh meter G.E., 1-555, 2 wires Single Phase, 240 volts, 
Clock type. 


3. Supply and delivery of Tools, Metering and Construction materiais. 


Interested Eligible bidders may obtain further information and inspect Bidding Documents at the 
office of the ISD Manager/BAC Chairman Guia R. Victorio. 

Bidding Documents may be purchased, starting July 27, 2007 by an interested Eligible Bidder 
upon submission of written application to the BAC Chairman and upon payment of a non-refundable 
{ee amounting to Two Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (P 2,500.00) 

‘Sealed envelope containing the technical and financial proposals in separate envelopes duly 
‘marked as such wil be received by the BAC at the Board Room on or before 10:00 a.m., August 08, 
2007 at which time and place the technical proposals will be opened and evaluated. The financial 


‘proposals of bidders found eligible to bid wil then be opened and read in the presence of Bidders [f 


Tepresentalives who choose to attend, otherwise, they wil be retumed unopened to ineligible bidders. 

A pre-bid conference will be held on July 27, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at the Board Room. 

‘All bids submitted must be accompanied by a bid security, in cash or cashier's check, in the 
‘amount equivalent to 2-1/2% of the amount of bid. This bid security shall be valid for at least 150 
‘days starting from the date of bid opening. 

‘The Sultan Kudarat Electric Cooperative, Inc. hereby reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
without disclosing any reason, to waive any minor defects or infirmities therein and to accept such 
bid as may be considered most advantageous to the cooperative. 

Noted by: 

(Sod.) DEMETRIO O. JEREZ, PEE 


General Manager 
Ironis 2123 3071 


(Sod) GUIA R. VICTORIO 
BAC Chairman 


eae Std 


Pé6imo* 


"Py BG ows Lan 


mnia wa to University Boir 
531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 


wwrw.guevent.com * hi 


[0920)950-4626*(0915)317-5553*(0920)911-0002 
(0920)9: (0915)317-5553*(0920)9 | 


Security Bank 

Philippine Reclamation Authority 
Davao City Water Dist 
Department of Education Caraga 


ns 
DCA Power Sector 
Assers a LIABILITIES 


ieee Manaceuent Conronarion 
INVITATION TO EXPRESS INTEREST, PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 


The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation (‘PSALM Privatization, Bids and Awards 
Commies (te “Commies in accordance wih Section 21 of RA S186, tne “Electric Power Industry Reform Act 
(1 2001" (he EPIRA"), es interested partes to participate in, pre-qualy and bid forthe: 
Privatization By Way of Concession Of The Faciities and Assets of the National Transmission Corporation 
(the “Transco Privatization’). The Transco Privatization is through open competitive bidding. 
Interested partes are required to submit an Expression of Interest EOT) to PSALM which shall state the ful 
name address, telephone and ax numberof each interested pariy, name ol the principal contact and signed by 
‘an auhorzed representative of each imerested party. Al EOIs must be received by PSALM al he PSALM Otic, 
‘Th Poor Banmer Buldng 6756 Ayala Avenue, Makati City, not later than 5:00 p.m. on 24 August, 2007 (the 
‘Submasion Deadine }. Only iteresteg paris that submit an EO! by the EOI Submission Deadline shali be 
alowed to prtcate turner in he Transco Prvatzston. A party may express interest in behalf ot another party. 
Provided tra wil state fat tis acting behalf another pary. The Identty ofthe actual party must be isciosed 
Po iator han the subs 


Asa prerequisite to the 
or ie Tr 


Jon of he Pro.qualdicaton Proposal 


ff due chigence, and (v) submission 


Conte 

PSALM, and pay a non-retundabie fee in the amour 

“Paricpaton Fee). The Partcipation Fee shal eer be in cash, manager's check or cashier's check, Al bank 
Charges d any shali be or the account ofthe interested party. The Bidding Package shall be issued during ofice 
fours (6:00 am. to 5:00 p.m) irom 01 August 2007 unti te Pre-quallication Proposal Submission Deadline 
(dicated below). 


Interested parties and consortia should note thet EPIRA provides tat the Concessionaire ‘shal be financially 
tnd tochniealy capable, with proven domestic and/or international experience and exporiise as a leading 
Transmission system operator and thal such experience must be witha transmission system of comparable 
the Pippner. The Gealed pro-qstfoaton chara are covaned in the deg 

onterence, and submit a 


Stancby lanier ot credit logether wih 
Procedures. The Did bond of he winning bidder shall be 


‘documents, Atwo-onvelope bidding system wil be 
an alslatoments and 


Procedures. The Terms ofthe conce 
In accordance wih the Bidang Procedures, 


Expressions of interest, Confidentiality Agreements and Undertakings shal be addressed and submited to: The 
‘Charman, Prvaizaton, Bids and Awards Commitee, PSALM Corporation, 7th Floor Bankmmer Building. 6756 
Ayala Avenue, Makati Cay, Phiippines. Inquiries and ciariications shal be addressed 1o Mr. Frollan A. Tampinco- 
at tie PSALM Office or at ielertax (682) 892-6029 or e-mall address tatampinco@psaim-gov.ph. 

‘The Commitee reserves the righ to acceptor reject any interested party, consortia or bidder or proposals or bids 
theteltom. or any part therec!, and/or 10 waive any detects contained therein and accept the oler most 
avantago ‘Government ofthe Republ ot 1e Phiippines in accordance wih the Bidding Procedures. 
‘The Commitee reserves ine rignt o modiy, supplement, change, suspend or terminate the privatization process 
at any time, including the Blading Procedures, schedule and the venue provided therein, tor any reason 
‘hralzcever and wihout gwing prior notce. interested paries andlor bidders wil be nied subsequently ot such 

‘supplements, or changes. 


(Sod) RAPHAEL PERPETUO M. LOTILLA 
naman 


PSALM Privatization, Bids and Awards Commies 
(P Di-da 23,24 25,200) 


For your Classified and Obituary Ads please call: 


637-2008 


~~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ 
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The Board of Directors, Officers and Employees 


of 


AIR LIQUIDE PHILIPPINES, INC. 


announce with deep sorrow the demise 
of its Board Member 


r. Geronimo Zamora Velasco 


He peacefully joined our Creator on 16th of July 2007. 


We offer our deepest sympathies and heartfelt prayers to his family and loved 
ones; wife Erlinda Faustino; children Urbano & Ramona Favis; 
Ma. Paz Amparo & Oliverio Laperal, Jr; Geronimo, Jr. & Felicia 
Trinidad; Ma. Luisa Velasco; and Miguel & Lailani Mendoza; 
grandchildren Victoria, Marina & Gisella Velasco; Emma, Gerardo © 
Rafael Laperal; Martine, Carolina & Juanpaulo Velasco; Nicole Velasco 
and Dominique & Jeremy Velasco. 


OR/ANDO S. ADOVISO, US NAVY 
“(June 41924 - June 14, 2007) 


Peacefully joined the Lord 
in heaven at the age of 70 i iyi 
in Makati, Metro Manila. $ EG On the 40" day of his death, 
Holy Masses for the eternal repose of his soul 
Will be offered on July 23, 2007 at the following: 
He is survived by his loving family: Cris & Ana, EERE St Joseph Parish 
Ima & Wisey together with his grandchildren Sampaloc, Manila 6:30PM Tondo, Manila 6:30PM 
Carlo, Te , Isabella, Jessie and Jack. 
D TOY: eta Vee so ‘Chapel of Young Saints & Martyrs Carmel of St. Therese 
HTA Compound Gilmore, Quezon City 6:30AM 
perpen doiyrelcaa —— a 
| : andaba, Pampanga 
Necrological Services will be held on July 22 & 23, 2007 reenen oy oe es 
yur je Remedies 
at 6:30 p.m. at Chapel 1. Intramuros, Manita 6:30AM CIA Bese, Pampanga 5:00PM 


Immaculate Conception Parish Chapel of the Parish Visitors 
Tayuman, Manila 6:00AM of Mary Immaculate 
Monroe, New York 


Cremation will be held tomorrow. Tuesday, July 24, 2007 
after the 8:00 a.m. necrological services at 
The Mortuary & Crematory of The Heritage Park, Z| | sto. nino church ais 
r Ci lic Churchs 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Tondo, Mania 6:00PM Sayward Calflora 7 


Kapilya ng Kambal na Krus July 21 St. Joachim Catholic Church 
Tondo, Manila 8:00PM Hesperian Bivd. California 


"To those who wholeheartedly gave blood for Tatay 
‘To those who visited., 
Pata Sees To those who uttered prayers for his recovery... 

ae EA To those who paid last respects.. 
F FLORO VILLAFLOR ODULIO 4 To brother Priests who offered Holy masses.:; 


And to those who were with us until his last day... 


passed away in the grace of our Lord 
on July 21, 2007 at the age of 81. 

x poe eae = Our gratitude. 

His bereaved wife GLORIA; children ARLENE & BONG, eae ET 

BODJET & MINDY, SONNY & MICHELLE, OLIVER & Tunay nga...hindi nagpapabaya ang Diyos. 

JILL; other relatives & friends request the readers tojoin them 

in praying for his eternal happiness in heaven. "Here isa trustworthy saying: 
His body lies in state at the Sanctuarium, #739 G. Araneta 


Avenue, Quezon City. Š If we died with him, We will also live with Him.” 


Cremation will follow after the Holy Masson a -2 Tim 2: 
ly 27, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at Sanctuarium Crematory. 2Tim 201 


Ne 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, JULY 23, 2007 


Aboitiz Power eyes more power distribution deals with ecozones 


By Abigail L. Ho 


IN A BID TO FURTHER EXPAND 
its power distribution business, 
listed firm Aboitiz Power Corp. is 
eyeing the acquisition of private 
distribution utilities and more 
power distribution deals with the 
country's economic zones. 
According to the company, it 


in Cebu. 


in special e 


already has agreements to ac- 
quire 100 percent of Mactan En- 
erzone Corp. and 60 percent of 
Balamban Enerzone Corp., both 


Aboitiz Power is also consider- 
ing entering into agreements to 
manage the distribution systems 


as the Mactan Economic Zone I 


sconomic zones, such 


and the Bataan Economic Zone. 
The company’s power distribu- 
tion portfolio includes Visayas 
Electric Co. Inc. (Veco)—the sec- 
ond largest distribution utility in 
the country, Davao Light and 
Power Co. Inc. (DLPC), Cotabato 
Light and Power Co. Inc. (CLPC), 
Subic Enerzone Corp. and San 
Fernando Electric Light and Pow- 


er Co. Inc. (SFELAPCO). 

As of March, Veco had 92.3 kilo- 
meters of 69-kilovolt (kV) trans- 
mission lines and 13 substations for 
stepping down high-voltage power 
to medium voltages. It also has 
3,694 km of distribution line and 
16,355 distribution transformers. 

DLPC has 169.38 km of 69-kV 
and 138-KV _ subtransmission 


BIR expects full payment 
of banks’ DST liabilities 


No compromise settlement seen 


Stint in local 
gov't prepared 
Atienza for new 
post, miners say 


‘THE CHAMBER OF MINES OF THE PHILIP- 
pines welcomes the appointment of former 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza to the top post at 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources. 

Chamber president Benjamin Philip G. Ro- 
mualdez said Atienza’s experience as a local 
government official had prepared him for the 
position. The DENR, he said, has a lot of deal- 
ings with local government units in several of 
its decentralized but critical functions. 

“It would be easier for the new secretary to deal 
with issues and concerns concerning environmen- 
tal protection and natural resources development 
atthe local levels since he was once one of them 
and the level of confidence with local officials has 
Jong been established," says Romualdez. 

With the sphere of the new mandate given to 
the incoming DENR secretary enlarged, covering 
the entire Philippines, the industry hopes to work 
in parmership with him and the government to 
move the country forward, he said. 

“We always respect the prerogative of the 
President in choosing the members of her Cab- 
inet because we believe she is focused in see- 
ing that her economic and environment pro- 
grams and policies are fully implemented.” 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE SAID 
it would not accept the compromise offer of 
the banking industry for its unsettled docu- 
mentary stamp tax (DST) liabilities since the 
1990s, which the tax agency estimated to 
have already amounted to billions of pesos. 

Revenue Deputy Commissioner Nelson 
Apse told reporters the accumulated DST lia- 
bilities of the banking sector was a result of 
the creation of special savings deposit ac- 
counts that the banks offered to clients who 
wanted higher yields on their deposits. 

Under the National Internal Revenue Code, 
special savings accounts, including time de- 
posits, are subject to documentary stamp tax 
while ordinary savings accounts are not. 

‘Aspe said almost all banks in the country cre- 
ated special saving deposit accounts to give 
their clients higher retums and the comfort of 
being able to withdraw their money as needed. 

Not a single bank has remitted DST on spe- 
cial savings deposit accounts, Aspe said. 

Members of the Bankers Association of the 
Philippines (BAP), however, maintained that 
these were not covered by the DST, which is 
imposed on financial instruments. Currently, 
a DST of P1 is slapped per P200 worth of doc- 
umented financial transaction. 

Upon receipt of their tax assessment no- 
tices, several banks had filed court cases seek- 
ing a ruling on the DST issue. 

‘Aspe said some of the cases had already 
been decided upon by the Supreme Court, 
which ruled that special savings deposits ac- 


counts are subject to the DST. 

Prior to the first decision of the Supreme 
Court, Aspe said, some banks were offering a 
compromise settlement with the BIR. They of- 
fered to pay 17 percent of the basic tax as- 
sessed, but not the interests and surcharges. 

When the Supreme Court issued a decision 
favoring the BIR over one bank, Aspe added, 
the banks whose cases were still pending in 
courts had increased their offer to 40 percent 
of the basic tax assessed. 

“But why should we accept their offer when we 
havea good chance of winning all the cases in the 
Supreme Court? If they will increase their offer to 
100 percent of the basic tax assessed, then maybe 
‘we will have a talking point,” Aspe said. 

‘Aspe said Revenue Officer in Charge Lilian 
Hefti had said the tax agency should not care- 
lessly enter into compromise settlement of- 
fers, especially in cases when there was a high 
probability for the BIR to win. 

‘The BIR is hard-pressed to shore up rev- 
enue collection following its poor perfor- 
mance in the first half. Collection in the first 
semester hit only P334.7 billion, short by 
P38.6 billion from the P373.3-billion goal for 
the period. 

For the entire year, the BIR is tasked to col- 
lect P765 billion in taxes. 

Hefti has lined up programs to catch up 
with its collection target. These include the 
tightening of audit on the remittance of with- 
holding taxes by the country’s top 10,000 cor- 
porations and running after people and cor- 
porations that have unsettled liabilities with 
the BIR. 


lines, 20 substations, 11,712 dis- 
tribution transformers and 1,481 
km of distribution lines. 

CLPC’s network includes 11 
km of 69-kV_ subtransmission 
lines, three substations, 217.82 
km of distribution lines and 1,342 
distribution transformers. 

Aboitiz Power operates through 
Subic Enerzone 6.13 km of sub- 


transmission lines, four substations, 
186.96 km of distribution lines and 
1,342 distribution transformers. 
‘The distribution utility serves the 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone. 

As of end-March, SFELAPCO 
had 24.97 km of 69-KV subtrans- 
mission lines, five substations, 
320.56 km of distribution lines and 
3,261 distribution transformers. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


NO DEAL IS BETTER THAN A 
bad deal, an expert in internation- 
al trade law reiterated as negotia- 
tors in the World Trade Organiza- 
tion uy to hammer out a new 
round of liberalization under the 
Doha Development Agenda. 

Jeremy I. Gatdula, a lawyer 
and lecturer at the Ateneo de 
Manila University, said the 
Graft deal on Non-Agricultural 
Market Access or Nama had 
the makings of a bad deal. 

Nama is one of the most con- 
tentious issues in the WTO's Do- 
ha round of talks. It covers fur- 
ther trade liberalization on 
products not covered by the 
Agreement on Agriculture such 
as manufactured goods, fuels 
and mining output, fish and fish 
products, and forestry products. 

The bone of contention in 
the Nama talks are certain 
numbers—coefficients—that 
would determine how the so- 
named Swiss formula would be 
applied in the Doha round of 
trade liberalization. 

Fair trade advocates decried 
proposals that push packages 
that set a high coeffi- 
cient—meaning greater tariff 
cuts—for developing countries 
and assign a lower number for 
developed economies. 


Negotiators urged ` 
to declare 
Doha talks a failure 


Proposals have been put for- 
ward, calling for a “middle 
ground,” which fair trade ad- 
vocates also rejected. 

“Developed countries know 
(that the Nama draft is a bad 
deal) and yet they came up 
with it in the hope of pressur- 
ing poor countries into buying 
it,” Gatdula said 

The government should all 
the more stick to its negotiating 
positions, adding that trade ne- 
gotiators could afford to wait 
until 2009 or 2010 to get the 
deal that serves the interests of 
the Filipino people, he said. 

“We can't afford another 
Uruguay Round-type of agree- 
ment.” 

He was referring to the pre- 
vious round of trade liberaliza- 
tion, which fair trade advo- 
cates said was advantageous 
only to developed countries. 

At the same time, six local civ- 
il society groups joined 90 allied 
organizations from 35 countries 
across the globe to ask their gov- 
emments to “acknowledge the 
failure of the Doha Round.” 

In identical letters sent to 
trade ministers, including Sec- 
retary Peter B. Favila, the 
groups said: 

“We believe the time has 
come to officially declare the 

NEGOTIATORS/B3 


porting worthy causes? 

“Times of your life, dance of your 
life" happens on August 19 (Sun- 
day), 6:30 p.m. at the Manila Polo 
Club. 

Attendees are expected to make 
a “1970s fashion statement” as 
they dance to retro music, 

‘The event is the second in a se- 
ries of fundraising projects of the 
Pay-ltForward Campaign of the 
University of the Philippines College 
of Mass Communication (UP CMC} 

Launched in January 2006, the 
campaign aims to raise funds to 
modernize and upgrade the UP 
CMC's facilities and further im- i 
prove its communication and me- 
dia studies programs. 

Organized by the UP CMC 
Foundation, Inc, this dinner-dance 
party redefines charity dances as it 
fuses dancing and singing into one 

ical evening. Organizers hope 
that the party will move people to 


efforts. 


Coca-Cola believes in chasing after your dream. 
The worldwide beverage leader believes in today's 
generation's abilities and capabilities to make things 
happen for themselves. 

Everything is within your reach. Everything is possi- 
ble. And everything is achievable. One just has to 
have the guts to make that first move and make things 
happen for oneself. 

‘The present generation of teens has to accomplish 
great deal ina couple of years. They must establish a 
better grasp of who they are, and they must begin to 
make a difficult separation from their parents on the 
road toward greater personal independence. 

For teens to overcome obstacles, one must find out 
how they do things and why they do them. In a Teen 
Trends study conducted in 2006 by the Harrison 
Group, they surveyed teens aged 13-18 on their 
thoughts and habits, and at the same time to predict 
the trends for the coming years. 

The study estimates that despite their age, teens 
have great purchasing power, thanks to money com- 
ing in from part-time jobs and parents. Teenagers 
spend annually on clothes, eating out, cars, movies 
and cell phones, according to the report. 

‘They're also spending money on technology which 
includes mobile phones, digital cameras and portable 
music players. 


groove on the dance floor as they 
Support the UP CMC's fundraising 


Business establishments are 
welcome to be co-presentors or 
sponsors ofthis activity. 


going retr 
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Show your dazzling moves on 
August 19! Have a blast as you 
help UP CMC! 

For ticket and sponsorship in- 
quities, please call or text (0906) 
232-8428. 


Chasing after your dreams: 
Yes! in the face of No! 


‘As one might expect, music is high on the average 
teen's to-do list. Their love of music is second only to 
their love of friends and even ahead of their love of 
family, according to the study. 

‘An estimated 68 percent of teens have created pro- 
files on social networks like MySpace.com, Xanga or 
Facebook. More than a quarter of the population 
keeps in touch with friends online on a daily basis, ei- 
ther through instant messaging, e-mail, message 
boards or chat rooms. 

Given that this is the way many teenagers are, Co- 
ca-Cola joins them in their joumey. Coke encourages 
them to go after what they want because that's what 
Coke stands for- all about Yes, and never standing 
‘down and accepting no. 

Be itan audition, a team try-out, a new sport, etc. all 
these experiences challenge the teenager and mold 
himas a person. 

Rejection, disappointment and insecurities are 
overshadowed by a different kind of confidence. Its 
about grabbing the opportunities and taking chances- 
for that one big break that will change your life forever. 

Coca-Cola's latest campaign provides uplifting re- 
freshment and signals the start of something great. It's 
always yes in the face of every no which encourages 
today's teens to take their first step in reaching their 
goals, whatever they may be. 


SM unit expands condo 
village project in Parahaque 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


SM DEVELOPMENT CORP (SMDC), THE 
residential development unit of tycoon Henry 
Sy, has launched a new cluster of buildings in 
its 4.8-hectare Chateau Elysee condominium 
village in Bicutan, Paranaque. 

The new cluster, called “Ritz,” will make 
available $00 more residential units. The 
fourth of the proposed six condominium clus- 
ters will consist of four medium-rise or seven- 
level buildings each offering 125 units, said 
Gilbert Ang, assistant vice president and pro- 
ject director of Chateau Elysee. 

The entire Chateau Elysee project will cost 
P2 to P2.5 billion to develop, Ang estimated. 
For the Ritz development, alone, the company 
will be spending about P300 million. 

‘The company expects to generate P6 to P7 
billion from the sale of Chateau Elysse units. 

“The rising market uptake of Chateau Elysee is 
largely due to its affordable payment terms and 
the high quality of the project. We plan to finish 


the remaining two clusters by 2009 or one clus- 
terevery year to meet the demand," Ang said. 

Chateau Elysee recently delivered some 
units ofits third cluster, called “Eiffel,” to buy- 
ers. To date, more than 85 percent of its in- 
ventory has been sold since selling began for 
its first two clusters. 

‘The Ritz will offer a mix of one- and two- 
bedroom units with gross floor area of 20 to 
46 square meters each, which will be sold for 
P900,000 to P3 million, 

Chateau Elysee offers 60 percent of its total 
land area for open spaces and amenities such as 
a clubhouse, a 25-m lap pool, jogging trail, a 
gym and a social hall. It is five minutes away 
from SM City Bicutan and 15 minutes away 
from the Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport. 

‘SMDC , which is developing the fourtower 
‘Mezza Residences in Sta. Mesa Manila, will also 
start developing two more residential condomini- 
um projects this year. These are Berkeley Resi- 
dences on Katipunan Avenue and Grass Resi- 
dences near SM North Edsa both in Quezon City. 


PAL eyes 5th Chinese destination 


By Riza. Olchondra 


PHILIPPINE AIRLINES WILL SOON START FLY- 
ing to its fifth destination in China: Chongqing. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista told reporters 
the flag carrier had signed a memorandum of 
understanding with visiting Chongquing 
Mayor Wang Hongju, who was in Manila last 
week, for up to three times weekly flights. 

PAL will be the first Philippine carrier to fly 
directly to this industrial city in China. 

“if we could set up an office, and arrange 
all other matters, maybe (we can start flying) 
later this year,” he said. 

PAL currently flies to four Chinese cities, name- 
1y Beijing, Shanghai, Xiamen and Guangzhou. 

Also, PAL is considering flying to Califor- 
nia, San Diego and Seattle in the United 
States. It is also trying to secure more flights 
to Vancouver, Canada. 

Bautista said that to support its program to 
reach more destinations, PAL is taking deliv- 
ery of more airplanes. 

‘Upon completion ofits refleting program, PAL 
will have the youngest fleet in Asia, said Bautista. 

Last year, PAL ordered a new fleet of Airbus 
A320 aircraft for regional and domestic 
flights and Boeing 777-300 extended-range 
planes our long-haul flights. 


The airline also secured a commercial loan 
from European financiers Calyon Credit Agri- 
cole CIB and Germany's KfW-IBEX Bank to 
fund its purchase of two new Airbus planes, 
which will be delivered this year. 

PALis upgrading both its wide-body aircraft 
fleet and single-aisle fleet. In 2005, PAL un- 
veiled the first of up to 20 brand new Airbus 
A320 family jets that the airline was acquiring 
over the next six years. Three of those aircraft 
have already been delivered and are in service. 

‘The new aircraft will complement the Boeing 
747-400, PAL flagship aircraft, on the trans-Pa- 
cific routes. PAs widebody fleet currently com- 
prises 17 aircraft: Five B747-400s, four Airbus 
‘A340-300s and eight Airbus A330-300s. 

‘The flag carrier flies to 24 destinations in 
13 countries and territories, including three 
points on the US mainland—Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Las Vegas—plus Honolulu and 
Guam in the Pacific. 

If these plans go smoothly, PAL may be able 
to exit rehabilitation next year, one year 
ahead of the 2009 deadline. 

Bautista said the airline's income has risen 
steadily over the past eight years. Last March 
31, PAL reported a net income of $140.3 mil- 
lion for its financial year, the largest profit in 
its 66-year history. 
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ESPITE RALLIED 
efforts from collaborating 
government agencies and 

business groups, the Philippines 

slid yet again in international 

benchmarks based on competi- 

tiveness and ease of doing 

business. 

In the World Competitiveness Year- 

book 2007—which the Switzerland- 

‘based Institute for Management Devel- 

opment released last May—the Philip- 

pines was ranked 45th among 55 countries, 
three notches down from 2006 rankings. 

Jeremy I. Gatdula, a lawyer specializing in 
international trade law, believes the reason 
for the lower ranking was because the coun- 
try continued to be the playing ground of oli- 
garchs. 

“The roots of our problems can be found in 
the names published in the front pages of re- 
cent days, names which have continuously 
appeared in our history books of people said 
tobe ‘leading’ our country,” Gatdula said. 

Gatdula, who also teaches at the Ateneo de 
Manila University, said the country could fare “4 
well in a globalized economy through “real, @ i 
smart and sustained trade liberalization, = A i TRtbeca | 
along with better education”, rather than en; fails J v `Yh 
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asantan asondat: 


“Since we switched to Sun, we’ve saved over 80% on our phone bills.” 


Dr, Anthony “Tony” Cristobal, President, Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion 


“Sun is practically an honorary Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion member.” on texts because it's so affordable. There's less risk of miscommunication,” says 

Dr. Cristobal, president of the Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion, one of the fastest 
Comprised of 24 words and four simple questions, the Four Way Test is growing clubs in the country. 
the Rotary Club's ideal of service in their personal, business and community ife. 


Itis their criterion applied to everything thought, said or done. “Even the other Rotary Clubs are now starting to use Sun because they see the 


benefits its service provides,” adds Dr. Cristobal. 
‘Sun was subject to the same test, and passed with flying colors. One could say 


“that it ives up to the Rotarian ideals of service quite well. 


‘That's why most Rotary Club of Makati Poblacion members now use Sun for 
their communication needs. Members can easily be reminded of weekly club 
meetings and other special events. "There's no need to rush calls or Gut back 


fraasi $ 


‘Every year, Sun plows in P11 billion to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. 


With the philosophy of “Service Through 
Fellowship’, the Rotary Clubis proudtohave f7 
Sun as a pariner in providing service to the 
Filipino. Service, above all, is a common 
ideal for both the Rotary Club and Sun. i 
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GOINGS-ON 
Integreon ranked leading global outsourcing provider 


INTEGREON MANAGED SOLUTIONS INC., A 
global leader in corporate, legal and financial 
‘complex business process outsourcing, was 
named the world's leading provider of research 
‘and analytics outsourcing for the second year 
running and the world’s leading provider of le- 
{gal document outsourcing in the fourth annual 
Black Book of Outsourcing, the Brown-Wilson 
Group's prestigious annual survey of out- 
sourcing vendors and advisors. 

The company also ranked number two 
‘worldwide in the rapidly emerging full legal 
process outsourcing (LPO) category. 

Integreon was also ranked among the top 
50 global outsourcing providers, which places 
the company in the top two percent of all 3,000 
plus vendors surveyed. 


Results published in the survey were com- 
piled using information received from more 
than 22,000 global outsourcing users, deci- 
sion-makers, analysts, employees and cus- 
tomers. 

The Black Book of Outsourcing (Wiley Pub- 
lishers) is an international business book and 
‘outsourcing resource manual written by co- 
authors Doug Brown and Scott Wilson of the 
Brown-Wilson Group. 

Integreon’s customers include six of the 1 
largest global investment banks, two of the 
three largest global law firms, many Fortune 
400 and FTSE 100 corporations and several 
top-tier private equity firms and hedge funds. 
‘Ayala Corp.'s BPO holding company, Livelt Solu- 
tions Inc. is the majority investor in Integreon 


during more years under the rule of 
the oligarchs. 

‘To stress his point, he pointed to an 
article published in the July 23 issue of 
Newsweek magazine—familiarly ti- 
tled “Ties That Bind"—which discuss- 
es how crony capitalism was stunting 
economic growth in Southeast Asia. 

“The recently concluded elections 
was pathetic in that a bunch of people 
known more for their loquacity than 
for their ability have been elected to 
high office, helped in no small part by 
their surnames,” the lawyer said. 

is time the citizenry stop defer- 
ring to people who get by on their fa- 
thers’ or grandfathers’ works of, as is 
most likely, their facility for corrup- 
tion,” he added. 


day 
Elite boon, bane to RP growth 


“In this day and age, we deserve a 
meritocracy and not some second- 
class aristocracy,” Gatdula said. 
sderico M. Macaranas, 
executive director of the AIM (Asian 
Institute of Management) Policy Cen- 
ter, disagreed, saying there were dif- 
ferent groups among the oligarchy. 
“Some of them are content in in- 
their share of the pie while oth- 
ers want to enlarge this pie.” Macaranas 
said. “It is this kind of oligarchy—along 
with their resources and endow- 
ments—that we want to have more of” 
In a joint briefing with Cesar B. 
Bautista, who is cochair of the Na- 
tional Competitiveness Council rep- 
resenting the private sector, 
Macaranas talked about the need to 
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push further efforts to improve the 
country's standing as a favored loca- 
tion for investments. 

“The factors underlying the Philip- 
pines’ performance are such that they 
have to be addressed and sustained 
over the long haul,” Macaranas said. 

“Gt will take several years of un- 
stinting work and dogged determina- 
tion before we are able to vault into 
the top league,” he added. 

The AIM Policy Center has been 
pushing for initiatives to enhance the 
country’s competitiveness, including 
the reduction of transaction costs, 
progressing key infrastructure pro- 
jects, improving the regulatory 
framework and addressing gaps be- 
tween education and skills. 


ence. 


Four outstanding writers. Four exceptional articles. Four priceless awards 


Philippine Daily Inquirer. Winner of four Jaime V. Ongpin Awards for Excellence in Journalism. 


“The First 
Philippine 


Internation 
© Motor show 


Toran risane Seances asese 


TOOTA DEALER METWOAK. TOYOTA ALABANG, 57-477 TOYOTA BACOLOD EY, 34-1 19 TOYOTA BAGIO OT. 70 
yar is TOYOTA BALINTANAR MORIN 7775/17/59 20-70 
9 TOONA AGRI DE RO. M 


[oaaae ba 
Torona cuan, 


vevtoylacomh 


5275 a 
2) 78a) TT 1 EBP) 
It to TOYOTA DAGUPAN Ys) 1-08 19 1 Os 322 7167 A773 TOVOABASNARAAS CATE ou 05) 8250/2041 sat 2) 3 
(Geant oe 2 suo TOYOTA RAHLO C 

ror os, me. St 1a 20 TOYOTA PASONG TAMO, MC: 


T AE OPO CI GNE E DORAS 


gas maman en man 


32251 gra eab 78 TOYOTA ALIN, E3601 1o06 363-1817 10 


FANGAS OY DE. 223 T38 2 es TOVORA BIN AOE 17720 TOYOTA CABAMATOAN ET 


STOTOTA CERU MANOR (9321 349 9879 TOYOTA COMMONNEALN 982.10 1027 


2 saes ta TOYOTA DAIA I. 


Tae 22O E119 3 TOYOTA MALAN, en YOVTA WMA BAT CORA. E32 3403 m 19 To ELENA ST TOTOTA MARINA SERRE STATION G3- 39 GÈ 


#1 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE 712-001 TOYOTA SAN FEANEIOQ (OCS) SS1-1188 TOYOTA BAAN, BC 717-3707 1o 08 TOYOTA SIAW-ORTIGAS 671-3854 W 64 / 671-260 


TOYOTA 


moving forward > 


MONDAY, JULY 23, 2007 


Responding to emergent global challenges 


‘THE TITLE OF TODAY'S MAPPING COLUMN 
is the theme of the 6th Management Associa- 
tion of the Philippines International CEO 
Conference which will be held at the Makati 
Shangri-La on October 2 to 3, 2007. 

‘The Conference organizers have come to 
realize that the issues that are foremost in the 
minds of today’s business leaders are two- 
fold: One, changing expectations among cor- 
porate stakeholders that reflect a heightened 
concern for environmental and social issues, 
and two, increased complexity of doing busi- 
ness as a result of globalization and greater 
inter-connectivity in the world economy. 

Expressing concern for climate change 
and widespread poverty has become de 
rigueur in most of the corporate world. 

‘By and large, however, corporate response 
to these pressing issues of the day have taken 
the form of pretentious vision statements 
about being good corporate citizens and so- 
cially responsible businesses, as well as the 
usual photo op sessions and press releases in- 
tended to convey active involvement in com- 
munity affairs. 

Asa rule, what CEOs say behind the lectern 
at Rotary club speeches are a far cry from 
what actually happens on the ground. 

While corporate philanthropy and gift-giv- 
ing are legitimate ways by which business or- 
ganizations can enhance their public image, 
the greater challenge to business leaders the 
world over is how to factor such corporate 
generosity into their long-run strategies for 
maximizing shareholder value. 

Making profits, after all, remains to be the 
ultimate concern of any business organiza- 
tion 

By shifting its strategic focus to alternative 
sources of energy, Shell isn’t just being envi- 
ronmentfriendly, it is merely pursuing a 
strategy for its long-term sustainability by 
betting on a scenario of increased depen- 
dence on nonfossil fuels in the future. 

By adopting fuel-efficient technologies, 
firms are not as much as showing their con- 
cern for the survival of our increasingly car- 
bon-choked planet as they are just being cost 
effective 


Communities 


government. 

‘The tourism program not only helped pre- 
serve the intricate craft of weaving tinalak 
fabric and beading but also allowed the T'boli 
‘weavers to earn as much as 20 to 40 percent 
more from the sale of their products to foreign 
and local tourists. 

The number of tourists has increased from 
69,792 in 2004 to as many as 249,396 last 
year, which led resort owners to triple their 
profits and local tour guides to earn an addi- 
tional P300 to P500 a trip. 

‘Tourists come to this lake, running through 
South Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat, dubbed 
the Summer Capital of Southern Mindanao, to 
visit the T'boli tribe in their colorful traditional 
attire, tour the lake, view the seven waterfalls 
and natural springs, and hopefully catch a 
glimpse of the elusive Philippine eagle. 

Calimag said that, under the ecotourism 
program, locals were trained to be tour 
guides, and the Tbolis were taught to pro- 
duce a wider variety of goods to suit the 
tourists taste 

But more importantly, their environmental 
awareness was heightened because they real 
ize that they must preserve the natural beauty 
of Lake Sebu, one of the most important wa- 
tershed areas in the country, if they want to 
keep attracting moneyed tourists 

This means no more timber poaching, dyna- 
mite fishing and uncontrolled operation of fish 
pens—all in the name of preserving the envi- 
ronment and their new source of livelihood. 

Calimag added that the T'bolis take more 
pride in their culture and appreciate better 
the beauty of their habitat. 
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Selling cancer cures at lower prices to ow- 
end customers is not just being generous, it is 
‘a revenue-generating strategy. Putting it in 
another way, being a socially responsible cor- 
poration IS good strategy. 

‘Today's world of business has three defin- 
ing characteristics: High intensity inter-con- 
nectivity, information-based production tech- 
nologies and value creation on a global scale. 

In this emergent business environment, 
competitive strategies as we knew them are 
fast giving way to strategies of collaboration 
and information sharing. 

Progressive managers everywhere are be- 
ginning to realize that creating economic val- 
ue is no longer possible by depending exclu- 
sively on one’s “core competencies.” 

Realizing that they cannot do so on their 
own, arch-rivals Google and Microsoft have 
recently teamed up with other outfits in de- 
veloping Web-based software. 

Novartis, GE and P&G have begun disman- 
tling their huge R&D organizations and de- 
pending more and more on skills and knowl- 
edge that are outsourced from all over the 
globe. 

Doing business under Web 2.0 rules re- 
quires a totally different approach to manage- 
ment from those that we have long been ac- 
customed to. 

Understandably, this is something that 
most managers feel uncomfortable with. 

‘The forthcoming MAP CEO conference will 
provide ample opportunity forthe speakers and 
participants to bring together their disparare 
but complementary experiences and insights in 
dealing with these and the many other issues 
that confront today’s corporate leaders. 

It will go a long way in lessening the level 
of unease and anxiety in dealing with today's 
emergent global challenges. 

(The article reflects the personal opinion of 
the author and does not reflect the oficial stand 
of the Management Association of the Philip- 
pines. The author is an active academic and a 
knowledge management consultant. He is the 
author of the book “STRATEGY deMYTHicized: 
Why Today’s Business Models Fail to Deliver.” 
Feedback at mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 
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El Nido, Palawan 

El Nido in northern Palawan does not lack 
for visitors—many of them among the richest 
here in the Philippines and abroad—because 
of its marine resources, 

Tt is the nesting area of three species of en- 
dangered sea turtles; the feeding ground of 
whales, dolphins and dugong; and home to 
an estimated 803 species of fish and more 
than 100 species of coral 

‘The rapid 4.6-percent growth of the popu- 
lation, however, is putting pressure on the is 
Jand’s resources and threatening the tourism 
industry which sustains the economy ofthe is- 
land 

This is where the El Nido Foundation comes 
in through its community-based resource man- 
agement program that gets the community in- 
volved in preserving the environment while 
earning from the tourism industry. 

‘The foundation, for instance, has trained 
some women in the community to produce na- 
tive bags and slippers, which are then sold to 
the high-end Ten Knots and El Nido resorts. 

‘The others, on the other hand, also get 
training in food and beverage, housekeeping 
and kitchen services and massage therapy to 
prepare them for possible employment at the 
resorts and the local tourism office. 

El Nido executive director Irma Rose C. 
Marcelo said that, by getting the community 
to take part and agree on the area manage- 
ment program, it will be easier for them to 
protect the environment because they know 
that itis in their best interest to take care of it. 

‘Tourists will only come with their money as 
long as the marine resources are protected. 
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ELNIDO in Palawan isa 
sight to behold. 


By Tina Arceo-Dumiao 


HE MAJESTIC IFU- 

gao rice terraces, 

the marine trea- 

sures of El Nido in 

Palawan, and the forests 

and wetlands of Lake Se- 

bu and South Cotabato 

% have long been on the 

% beaten and battered 

tourist track. 

But it was only recently that 

E Sait the people living in these areas 

past have started to truly benefit 

from the dollars and pesos 

brought in by tourism, not just 

MORE visitors are going to Lake Sebutobeonewith the tour operators and owners of 
nature and the T'boli people. hotels and restaurants. 


Mag-apply ng Personat Loan 
Magpa-approve ñg Auto Loan. 
Mag-claim ng Home Loan. 
Mag-enroll sa Remote Banking. 
Mag-transfer ng funds. 
Mag-update ng passbook. 
Mag-encash ng check. 
Mag-withdraw over the counter. 


INTER-BRANCH 
TRANSACTIONS, 


P\WEDENG-PWEDE 
SA PSBank! 


PSBank is now 162 branches strong 
with 12 new branches for you. 


Araneta Center - New Frontier e Gil Puyat - Edison * Harrison Plaza 
e Marikina - Riverbanks » Isabela - Cauayan * Parafiaque - La Huerta + 
Quezon City - Matalino © San Andres ~ Adriatico Tarlac - Capas 
*.Tuguegarao + Vigan * Ormoc 5 č N 


Ps pears Ve ote < AS 
Member o he PIC. Maxima Dept Inidrande f fach UepostorP250,0002 


This is primarily due to the im- 
plementation of community- 
based ecotourism programs, 
which seek to give tourists a good 
time while preserving the envi- 
ronment and giving the commu- 
nities their due. 


Ifugao Rice Terraces 

Ifugao Gov. Teodoro B. 
Baguilat Jr. said in a presentation 
during the recently concluded 
CSR Expo 2007 of the League of 
Corporate Foundations that, 
through the efforts of the Save 
the Rice Terraces’ Movement, 
tours are now being organized 
around the rice 
cycle—from 
planting to har- 
vesting—of the 
world-famous 
terraces. 

Through 
these specialized 
tours that take 


but Baguilat, who also sits as hon- 
orary chair of Sitmo, said that the 
tours have given the communities 
a reason to take better care of the 
terraces, and perhaps even con- 
vince the younger generation to 
stay and continue the long farm- 
ing tradition. 

Baguilat explained that, with 
money coming in through 
tourism, the Ifugaos will be 
able to address their pressing 
problem of putting food on the 
table. 

“We realize that we can not 
talk about preserving culture and 
the terraces with Ifugaos if they 

are hungry” 
Baguilat said. 
But with 
more _ tourists 
expressing their 
interest to go to 
the rice terraces, 
nor just to take 
pictures but to 


place in the dif- ELNIDOhasanestimated803 actually take 
ferent munici speciesoffishandmorethan part in the 
palities of ifu. 100 species of corals. preservation of 


gao, visitors get 
the chance to go 
to the terraces, 
roll up their 
sleeves and 
plant rice, fix the 
terrace ` walls, 
witness the ritu- 
als to drive away 
pests and finally 
take part in the 
harvest thanksgiving festival. 

At the same time, they will see 
how Ifugaos—famous for their 
ancient traditions and woodcarv- 
ing skills—live and manage to 
keep their culture alive despite 
the steady march of moderniza- 
tion. 

The proceeds from a typical 
three-day, two-night tour, which 
costs about P4,500 per person, 
are distributed among tour 
guides, jeepney operators, hos- 
tels, host communities and to Sit- 
mo, which uses the money to pur- 
sue programs to save the rice ter- 
races. 

The rice terraces are slowly de- 
teriorating because many of the 
young Ifugaos have abandoned 
their plots in search for better 
jobs in the lowlands or abroad. 

It has just been a year since the 
Sitmo tours got off the ground, 


ipe MR 7 
t TOURISTS join the rice 
Í harvest in Mayoyao, Ifugao. 
5 aeo n 


the national 
treasure, 
Baguilat ex- 
pressed hope 
that the terraces 
would be 
around for fu- 
ture generations 
of Ifugaos and 
Filipinos to en- 
joy. 


Lake Sebu, South Cotabato 

A similar economic transfor- 
mation is taking place among the 
T'boli in South Cotabato. 

Priscilla N. Galimag, national 
project coordinator of the Nation- 
al Ecotourism Program, said dur- 
ing the CSR Expo 2007 that, be- 
cause of a well thought out eco- 
tourism program in the Lake Se- 
bu Protected Landscape, the 
T'boli community is now produc- 
ing more of their native tinalak 
fabric and traditional beaded or- 
naments as tourists come march- 
ing in. 

‘The program was crafted joint- 
ly by the national and local gov- 
ernment units, leaders of the 
community and nongovernment 
organizations, with some funding 
provided by the New Zealand 

‘COMMUNITIES! B2-3 
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CCA, Manila Alumnus -2003 
RUI Executive Chef, The Medical City (Pasig City) 


Chef Paolo Sia 
CCA, Manila Alumnus - 200: 
Enter the intriguing world of culinary arts. Sneak into our 


Corporate het, Unilever Philippines (reod saluton | 
Mindanao folk get : = 
A ee kitchens and have a walk-through along the corridors re aed ce 
first taste of electricity ae E 


newable Energy (Amore) program, ever said that chefs can't break outside the kitchen walls? 
Ji T’S EASY TO TAKE with the help of the Department of 


f By Abigail L. Ho Jance for Mindanao Off-Grid Re- Medical industry and fast moving consumer goods. Who 


aE Energy and TeaM Ene >, Pioneer. Professional, Leader. This is CCA, Manila. 
Re saute things ee Conquering the Global Foodscape. 
that have been 
meha ola Been hatin moma Men pplication and enrollment are on going forthe opening of 
iee Pa as classes in August 2007: 

The DOE and Amore program 
administrator Winrock Intemation- 
al recently signed a memorandum 

‘© ofagreement for the energization of 
Manila resi- atleast 100 more barangays inthe For schedules of entrance exams and other details, please 
dents, elec- coming months. call 4226-4840 and look for Ms. Agnes Manalaysay or 
ici The energization efforts willbe Ms. Jonarry Cruz. 
oe n Bae been funded by a $1-milion grant from 
part of daily life. For peo- TeaM Energy formerly Mirant 
‘;.% ple in most parts of Min- Philippines Corp. through Mirant 
TEAM Energy danao though, some Philippines Foundation Inc, and a 
has set aside don't even live long P30million contribution from the 
$1 million to i DOE through the Barangay Elecuifi- 
enough to experience the g 
provide : cation Project and Remote Access 
electricity to benefits aE l goie Electrification Subsidy Program. 
100 barangays. Times cette Se AWONDER/B3-2 


Culinary Arts & Technology Management (1 to 2 years) 
Baking-Pastry Arts & Technology Management (1 to 2 years) 


Comfort inside is coupled with convenience outside the home as well. Located at the Fort Bonifacio Global City and within the vicinity of major healthcare, 


‘commercial, residential, institutional, and service establishments, like Market Market!, PriceSmart, the upcoming St. Luke's Medical Center, The Fort Strip, 
Manila Golf and Country Club and so much more. 


Enjoy the Best of Both Worlds, in and out, here at The Fort Residences. 
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28-storey Residential Condominium 
1, 2 and 3-BR Loft/Flat Units Available 


ROBINSONS LAND 636-0888 * 0922-8380888 
CORPORATION 


anaro i www.robinsonsproperties,com.ph 
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A wonder no more 


it is expected to help the DOE 
achieve its targets of 100-pereent barangay electr 
ation by next year and 90-percent household elec- 
trifcation by 2017. 
‘According to data from the DOE, the county's 
Jectrifcation program has reached 
the 95.26-percent level of barangay energization as 
he first quarter 
‘This means that 39,955 of the 41,945 barangays 
all over the country now have access to electricity: 


From page B3-1 


‘The remaining 1,990 barangays that are stil 
without electricity should be energized by next year, 
vthin which the government aims to complete its 
rural electrification program. 

Of this number, 1,106 should be given access to 
electricity within 2007. 


Solar power 
Most of the country’s barangay electrifica- 
tion efforts were undertaken through the 


‘THE POWER of the sun will be harnessed to bring power to Mindanao. 


If you think about it 


Pack an entire family’s luggage 


and throw in a golf set 


Enese 


It's as spacious as 
sleek as a sedan. 


MORE 
families 
arefeeling 

ithe benefits 

|. ofelectricit 


Amore program, a collaborative effort not only 
among the DOE, Winrock and TeaM Energy 
but also with the United States Agency for In- 
ternational Development and the Autonomous 
Region of Muslim Mindanao. 

“The program uses standalone renewable energy 
systems such as solar and micro-hydro systems to 
provide electricity to conflict-stricken villages in 
Mindanao. 

‘Amore program chief of party Theresa Cruz 

apellan is particularly proud of energization ef- 

ts using solar photovoltaic (PV) panels supplied 
by Shell Solar Philippines Corp. 

This partnership with Shell Solar, she says, not 

helps advance overall rural elect 


arangays to effectively manage their 

sumption and even install and main- 
tain their own solar PV systems with minimal as 
tance from Shell and Amore. 

Shell Solar general manager Ramin Nadim 
that after installation of the solar PV systems, 
company doesn't just leave the beneficie 
holds to fend for themselves. 

‘Two weeks after installation, h 
technicians will visit the households again to help 


ays 
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This is it. 


The Chevrolet Optra Wagon. 


Also available: Optra Sedan 1.6 SS 


Enjoy the luxury of a sedan and the versatility of an SUV with the Chevrolet Optra Wagon. It has oie DOHC, E-Tec II 
4 cylinder engine that delivers increased performance, The Optra Wagon's 60:40 split folding rear backseat allows 


ERI 


address whatever problems 
they may have encountered. 
‘The next maintenance visits 
come four months, sit 
months and 12 months aft 
installation. 


EEN 
fim am HEED 


Consumption management 
‘Users ofthe solar PV systems are also taught how 
to manage their electricity consumption to 
vill last for years. 
O-watt Shell solar PV 
supply 160 watts of power a day. To prolong the sys- 
life, Nadimi says users should be can 
ful not to totally drain the battery. 

This is no easy task, considering how excited 
beneficiary-households are about finally having a 
cess ro electricity, 

“Upon first installation, whe 

witched on, people usually don't talk or do an 
thing else but stare at the light. IPs the same 
ence everywhere,” Cruz-Capellan says. 

Nadimi says that when the initial excitement dies 
down, training on consumption management be- 
gins and is actually put to the 

“The users are taught that their unit, if they have 


the light is 


riving with the total 
ction system feature: 
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Travel in complete 
comfort and style. 


more than enough room, even for your furniture. It's sleek, sophisticated and most of all, saves you money. 
The Chevrolet Optra Wagon is the lowest-priced wagon you can buy, for only P863,000 (manual transmission). 


| PANEN 


Chevrolet Dealers: Makati - 894-1976, 867-8183 to 87 * Quezon Avenue - 374-1250 to 59 * Shaw -535-4944, 535-4930, 533-1263 * Posig- 672.1612 to 14, 672-1486 
+ Alabang: 771-1206 t0 09 » North EDSA - 374-9992 to 97, 374.9963 + Manila -564:0129-* Cebu - (032) 234:0426 to 29 + Pampanga : (045) 963-3333, (0.45) 860-2000 


+ Davao (082) 3007277, (082) 236-3811 + Dagupan -{075) 529-7777, (075) 523-1835, (075) 515-5577 « Iloilo- (033) 329-2888, (033) 329-2222.+ Bacolod - (034) 708.2489 
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the SO-watt model, 
power a day. A stanci 
lights that they can 1 
other appliances to tif 

vhich consume: 


number of hoursa d! 
to give up their light 


system to last,” head! 


Training fortechy 

Apart from ‘c 
Cruz-Capellan rel 
are also chosen to 
cians” who can hi 
nance problems an 
on how other inte 


an’just provide 160 watts of 
rd it comes with four 7-watt 
se, but they can also hook up 
je system such as a 14-inch TV 
around 30 watts of power an 


appliances at the same time, 
jit to watch TV for a certain 
ty, for example, they will have 
for several hours. They really 
consumption if they want the 


themselves of solar PV systems. 

“For each barangay, our budget is only good for 
30 households. For those still with no electricity, 
there has to be someone to tell them how they can 
access the system. For those who already have the 
system installed, there has to be someone they can 
run to when they encounter any problems,” she 
says. 

“The task of choosing the most qualified individu- 
al to become village technician is first given to the 
barangay residents who recommend 10 candi- 
dates. 


fies that some individuals 
e trained as "village techni- 
lp address simple mainte- 
|d even provide information 


ested households can avail 


THE DOE aims 
toprovide 
electricity to all 
barangays by 
next year. 


People from Shell Solar and the Amore program 
then train them, teaching them the basics of electric- 
ity and of installing and repairing solar PV systems. 

The best, usually “the most persistent and the 
most able to communicate with the people.” is then 
designated village technician, Nadimi says. 

Some 160 technicians have been trained so far, 
and Cruz-Capellan says around 300 additional tec 
nicans will be tained starting next month to 
September 2008. 

more has done a lot of good for Mindanao. We 
don't only help provide electricity to places that 
have never had it, but we also give people another 
source of livelihood through the technician wain 
ings,” Nadimi says. 

“What we want to see is (beneficiary-barangays) 
no longer requiring external help because they al- 
ready have their own revenue streams. This should 
make the (rural electrification) program sustain 
able," headds. 
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EVEN BETTER! 
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Optra Sedan 1.6 LS Manual 
Optra Sedan 1.6 LS Automatic 
Optra Sedan 1.6 SS Manual 
Optra Sedan 1.6 SS Automatic 
Optra Wagon 1.6 SS Manual 
Optra Wagon 1.6 SS Automatic 


CHEVROLET OPTRA FEATURES 


+ Total Noise Reduction System 
5-in dash CD player 
4-wheel disc brakes 
All power features/ameni 
Driver side airbag 
60:40 split folding rear backrest 
Anti-lock brake system 


ra Sedan 1.6 LS Menual 


P 80,000 
P 84,000 
P 87,000 
P 91,000 


40.64 cm (16”) alloy wheels (S$ variants only) 

205 R16 tires (SS variants only) 

Wrap around body kit (SS variants only) 

Available in manval and automatic variants 

Rear spoiler (for Chevrolet Optra Sedan 1.6 SS only). 

Roof spoiler (for Chevrolet Optra Wagon 1.6 SS only) 
Tonneau car & cargo net (for Chevrolet Optra: Wagon only] 
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Philippines awaits growth 
of the solar energy industry 


SOLAR ENERGY IS FAST BE- 
‘coming a popular name in the 
energy industry. But how vi- 
able isit? 

The potential ofsolar energy 
is enormous, appealing al- 
ready to huge untapped mar- 
kets, but until today, the seem- 
ing imbalance between sup- 
port and solar’s limitless re- 
source remains unsolved. 


Low cost 

The slow pace is attributed to 
cost. Miguel Trinidad of Sun- 
Power Corp., manufacturer of 
high efficiency solar celis, ad- 
mits solar technology today still 
costs more than conventional 
sources of power: 

If solar-powered consump- 
tion is pegged at P11.50 a kilo- 
watt-hour,  grid-connected 
power will only cost about 
P5.52a kWh. 

But the prospects are up- 
beat. 

Cepalco, an independent 
power producer based in Ca- 
gayan de Oro City, taps solar 
power to light homes and run 
factories in its service area. 
Toyota Philippines outfitted its 
entire parking lot in Sta. Rosa, 
Laguna with solar systems. 

The same thing has hap- 
pened in Corregidor when the 

ernal Flame monument 
shifted from diesel to solar 
power to light itat night 

Byall indications, solar as an 
energy is taking off 

While the challenge to re- 
duce production cost of solar 
module is a top consideration, 
increasing the conversion effi- 
ciency of solar cells is also a 
growing concern. 

Making solar at par with 
grid power through these 
facets is what SunPower is try- 
ing todo. 

The current production ca- 
pacity of SunPower is estimat- 
ed at 375 megawatts, 


Amore program 

SunPower is using its exper- 
tise to guide a number of so- 
cially-responsible  undertak- 

One of these; Trinidad point: 
ed out;-was-to provide sola 
lighting to remote villages 
served by the Alliance of Min- 
danao Off-gtid for Renewable 
Energy (Amore) in Muslim 
Mindanao. 

The link with Amore, a rural 
electrification program of the 
US Agency for International 
Development, Department of 
Energy, and Winrock Interna- 
tional, has led Sunpower to 
provide electricity to rural 
school buildings. 


While international news 


agency SolarBuzz says that de- 
velopment of solar cell manu- 
facturing plants is costly, re- 
quiring a ballpark of $1 million 
investment a megawatt, the 
worth is promising. 

Since 2002, prices of silicon 
ingots had doubled, causing a 
domino effect on the cost of so- 
Jar panels. 

The dramatic rise in interna- 
tional prices from $2.70 a watt 
in 2004 to $4 last year is alarm- 
ing. 

Buthow dosilicon ingots be- 
come solar panels? 

Silicon ingots _are_ thinly 
sliced to about 180 to 350 mi- 
crometers before these are 
converted into wafers. 

The wafers are chemically- 
treated to become semi-con- 
ductors. 

There are also antirefiec- 
tion coatings applied on the 
front surface to provide tex- 
ture, thereby increasing the 
amount of light absorbed by 
the solar cell 

The metal contacts that 
serve as internal wiring are 
screen-printed and heat-treat- 
ed into the surface of the cell. 
The cells are interconnected 
and assembled into modules as 
solar panels after which they 
are laminated with tempered 
glass and polymer encapsula- 
tion. 


Urban areas 

In the United States and 
Germany, solar systems are in- 
stalled in urban areas ideally 
roof-mounted with an inverter 
connected to household appli- 
ances. 

‘The system is then linked to 
the grid through a standard 
utility meter so homes can get 
credit from the excess power 
generated by the system dur- 
ing the day. 

In the Philippines, solar 
home systems are seen in areas 
where grid connection is not 
possible. 

A common installation in 
‘Amore areas, for example, are 
50-watt peak household sys- # 
tems- estimated at P35,000% 
each. $ 
„These -can light up a fewa 
bulbs and run small appliances 
like a 14-inch television, or a 
karaoke system, 

While solar industry players 
in the country have stressed 
‘ways to lower their production 
costs, they still await the im- 
plementation of the bill on re- 
newable energy. 

With the law firmly in place, 
not only will the use of cleaner 
energy be a consideration, but 
also a viable electricity option 
in the future. 


Seeing the world ... 


From page B3-4 
sponsibility for the Ayala group at 
the group-wide scale as well as at 
the level of individual companies 
and business units. 

‘The Ayala Social Initiatives come 
from more than 20 years of accu- 
mulated leaming from practice on 
the ground as well as from bench- 
marking ourselves against global 
standards. 

The Ayala Social Initiatives will 
become our group's forum for help- 
ing other companies learn from 
these outcome measurements. 

We teach each other and leam 
from one another 

Our companies and our execu- 
tives freely share their respective 
strengths and expertise as part of 
our corporate culture of mutual re- 
spect and openness to the ideas of 
others. 


Big lessons 

Even as we learned these two 
core lessons—integration of 
business and CSR as well as a 
strategic focus on the primary 
areas of desired impact—we al- 
so recognized that there are oth- 
er rays of light that complete the 
spectrum of our corporate social 
vision. 

For all of us, the overwhelming 
scale of our country’s social prob- 
lems continues to be of primary im- 
portance. 

Tn the face of such daunting 
challenges, 1 can only reiterate 
what Bill Gates said in his speech at 
the commencement exercises at 
Harvard this year: “Don't let com- 
plexity stop you. Be activists. Take 
on the big inequities. It will be one 
of the great experiences of your 
lives. 

‘The Ayala Social Initiatives seek 


to be equal to this call of taking on 
the “big inequities” by internalizing 
two additional big lessons. 

The first big lesson is the vital 
need for collaboration, cooperation 
and alliance with a wide variety of 
other organizations, corporations 
and individuals. 

The other big lesson incorporat- 
ed in the Ayala Social Initiatives is 
the crucial role and importance of 
continued dialogue with govem- 
ment on the policies and programs 
important to our CSR concerns. 

‘No matter how large or how ef- 
fective we in the corporate sector 
can become in our chosen fields of 
social development, we cannot and 
should not seek to substitute for 
government, nor should we allow 
or encourage government to de- 
fault on its duties to the communi- 
ties and nation. 


Seeing the world we seek 

Pursuing the Ayala Social Initia- 
tives is not easy. Nothing truly’ 
worthwhile is ever easy. 

Integrating CSR into the fabric of 
sustainable business is even more 
exacting and demanding than cre- 
ating profitable businesses. 

‘And just as we constantly review 
and revisit our business models to 
ensure that they are equal to the 
challenges and opportunities of the 
changing market, so too must we 
continue to review and revisit our 
corporate social vision to make sure 
it grapples with the harsh realities 
of today while reaching out to a su- 
perior reality tomorrow. (This is a 
condensed version of the speech de- 
livered by Jaime Augusto Zobel de 
Ayala during the recently concluded 
Corporate Social Responsibility Expo 
2007 of the League of the Corporate 
Foundations). 
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By Jaime Augusto Zobel to reexamine its contribution tona- of relocation programs. 
de Ayala tion building, ‘This marked an important step 
‘Our father, who was then CEO, in the Ayala Foundation’s new di- 

WE CAN STATE, QUITE CATE- wanted Femando and I to lead in rection of seeking win-win solu- 
gorically that we are living in very that corporate reexamination tions to community issues faced by 
femanding times. Ourplanetis un- through the Ayala Foundation, our companies. It became a 
der stress. Our country confronts which at the time, operated sepa- template for many other 
serious challenges. Our communi- rately and independently from the similar engagements. 
ties are in search of eal solutions to companies within our group. ‘And the approach 
age-old problems. At the time, we felt that we had became a key insight 

ope to integrate the Ayala Foundation’s into Ayala corporate 
Social initiatives ‘work more systematically with the social vision; the idea 

The “Ayala Social Initiatives” isa businesses of the Ayala group's op- of deep integration of 
concrete step we have taken to re- erating units. corporate social re- 
spond to these demanding times. The staff of the Foundation sat sponsibility into Ayala's 

"The “Ayala Social Initiatives” re- down with the CEOs of various core businesses. 
fects our group's emerging vision companies to determine common It was a first step in inte- 
of our engagement and contribu- grounds and interests. Many great grating CSR into our strategic 
tion tothe social development chal- ideas emerged. model rather than keeping it adja- 
lenges of ourcurrentenvironment. One I remember well was when cent to strategy: 

‘A vision does not come to usin Ayala Land parmered with the n 
Ayala like some bolt of lightning Foundation to develop an Integrat- Raising the bar 
out ofthe blue. ed Community Development Plan However, we recognized that 

Rather, it develops sporadically for the benefit of informal settlers many fundamental social problems country needed valu group's competitiveness in our 
as our usually preoccupied minds in Ayala properties or in properties around us were some distance ership with a sense of service. emerging market environment. 
ao aa Pre esefal but hard: we planned to purchase or develop. away from Ayala's core businesses. And the Ayala Young Leaders So we moved our CSR programs 
Caned lessons, over many years. The plan sought to reflect our de- Allowing these problems to go Program was our way of fostering into the mainstream of our busi- 

“The Ayala group's commitment sire that affecred families form new unresolved could spawn adverse such leadership in the coming gen- ness operations. 
tosocial development is tied to our relocated communities where they consequences to our many commu- erations. CEOs of our group discuss CSR 
history as an institution. could create better lives for them- nities which in tum, would con- A at the highest levels of manage- 

For us, the philanthropic in- selves. Meeting such a desire de- strain the future growth and stabili- Beyond Ayala Foundation ment and every month, when our 
stings of our family have always manded new ways of doing busi- ty of any business, includingours. „We [also] realized that beyond corporate executives update each 
been dosely associated with the ness. It involved rigorous social We realized that we must have the excelent work of the Founda- other on developments in banking 
Corporate values of our businesses, preparation with a holistic reloca- our own analysis of fundamental tion, our group's corporate social and! finance, real estate, telecom 
Chih stil refer regularly to "com. fon package that included new social problems and our own pro- responsibility can gain more pow- munications, utilities, and the other 
Minneat to national development” homes, sks training and microfi- active corporate response to these erful impetus when our corpora- business concems of the Ayala 
and “concem for others.” nance, as well as training of com- problems. tions undertake their own CSR pro- group, the Foundation likewise re- 

Ge tteve aid inthe pas thereis munity leaders to form support We zeroed in, early on, on the grams with focused impactontheir ports on achievements and chal 
increasingly a growing social con- groups like homeowners’ associa- quality of educational formation as specifie communities. Jenges in corporate social responsi- 
tract between businessand society ons, cooperatives, youth groups, a fundamental problem aswellasa We made CSR a strategic man- bility. 

Tubal! however talkmuch more and mothers cies. Affected fami- fundamental solution to creating a agement, feature of the Ayala It was during these monthly 
personally about the evolution of lies moved into functioning com- brighter Philippine future. group. meetings, as well as at the Board of 
Par euet corporate social vision munities where they had a chance The Ayala Foundation thus bul’ Werecognized CSRasimportant Trustees ‘meetings of the Ayala 
Som the tine iy brother, Feman- at finding a job or growing abusi- a portfolio of flagships programs to strengthening our reputation Foundation that we realized the 
do, and I became actively involved ness. dedicated to educational forma- and brand equity; as critical to at- need for a framework to guide the 
soon after the 1986 Edsa people _ This plan eventually became a tion. tracting, motivating and retaining strategic selection of our invest- 
‘power revolution. best practice replicated by other Atthe apex of our education for- the best employees; as crucialto ac. ments in social development. 

"The democratic restoration after companies handling informal set- mation portfolio is the Ayala Young ig global investments and We formed a CSR Committee now form the triangle of our inten- 
Edsa created an impetus and an op- ters in their properties and studied Leaders Program. technology parmerships; and alto- with representatives from all our sive practice of corporate social re- 
portunity for a company like Ayala by government agencies in charge We decided that, above all, our getheras an important pillar of our companies. ‘SEEING/B3-3 
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We did an inventory of our CSR” 
programs, including the resources- 
deployed to these programs. 

‘And we identified ways to maxi- 
mize the impact of the considerable 
resources we were devoting to 
these programs. 

Overa yeat of analysis and delib- 
erations preceded the formulation 
of our ‘Ayala Social Initiatives.” 

‘The result was a specific, overar- 
ching focus of our,major CSR pro- 
grams in three areas of social devel- 
‘opment, namely: Education; En- 
trepreneurship; and the Environ- 
mient, 

This is more than just a mere re- 
grouping of our CSR activities into 
thematic areas. 

These three areas are the CSR 
equivalent of the business sectors in 
which our group invests. 

‘These three — education, the en- 
vironment and entrepreneurship ~ 


For a limited time only, 
enjoy special rates on a MetroCar Loan! 
With MetroCar Great Rates Sale, 
get quick loan processing and approval for purchase of brand new cars*. 
For more information, visit your nearest Metrobank Branch within Metro Manila. 
Offer good from June 29 to Sept 30, 2007 only. 
Per DTENCR Permit No. 2608, Series of 2007. See flyers for details, 
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All hail 


By Ruel S. De Vera 


HE END HAS FINALLY COME FOR 

Harry Potter. "Tm going to keep going 

until I succeed—or I die. Don’t think I 
don't know how this might end. I've known 
for years,” Harry says in “Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows” (Arthur A. Levine Books, 
New York, 2007, 759 pages), echoing some- 
thing that J.K. Rowling knew of her favorite 
character as well. 

After 10 years, a movie 
franchise, millions of copies 
sold and an energized genera- 
tion of readers young and old, 

Rowling’s worid-changing se- 
ties about a young wizard 
growing up at the Hogwarts 
‘School of Witchcraft and Wiz- 
ardry reaches its conclusion as 
the most anticipated novel in history. 

How anticipated? An entire cottage indus- 
try has arisen, powered entirely by the antici- 
pation for this final volume, with millions of 
readers marching into bookstores on July 21 
as if in the thrall of an Imperius curse. 

‘The sixth book, 2005's “Harry Potter and the 
‘Half-Blood Prince,” had ended somberly with the 
death of Hogwarts Headmaster Albus Dumble- 
dore and Harry pondering the bleak future. But 
in this final chapter, Rowling implements sweep- 
ing changes in the world of Hogwarts as the res- 
urrected Lord Voldemort’s Death Eaters move 
against the Order of the Phoenix's forces. 

H) How sweeping? Entire platoons of characters, 
both beloved and benighted, are mowed down, 
the casualties coming so suddenly and furiously, 


The Boy Who Lived will not go quietly 


By Eldric Paul A. Peredo 
Contributor 


WHOEVER SAID TWO MAJOR CHARACTERS 
‘would die in the final installment of J.K. Rowl- 
ing’s “Harry Potter" series told a great lie. Ei- 
ther that or the many charac- 
ters that surround the travels 
and travails of the boy wizard 
have so grown on us that the 
line between major and minor 
characters has blurred, if not 
completely disappeared over 
time. 

Thus, the magic of Hany 
Potter, which stormed out of 
the pages of the first book like a shining Pa- 
tronus out to drive away a dark cloud in our 
reading habits. The magic so powerful that it 
has infected young and adult alike, now man- 
ifests itself most potently as “Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows” is upon us. 


Chase 

“Hallows” is from beginning to end a thrill- 
some chase between Harry and his nemesis, 
the evil Lord Voldemort. The first chapter is at 
once ominous, very much like the two books 
before it. 

Voldemort, fully restored to his carnate self 
with the help of Harry’s blood, is in congress 
with his Death Eaters at Malfoy Manor, dis- 
cussing a new plot to kill the boy wizard. Hog- 
warts teacher Severus Snape, remembered as 
Phoenix leader Albus Dumbledore's killer, 
provides the information on Harry’s transfer 
into safer quarters by members of the Order. 

Meanwhile, Phoenix members are at No. 4, 
Privet Drive, putting a decoy plan in order. 
Constrained by the Magic Ministry's regula- 
tion of all magical travel, they resort to the 
least magical choice: brooms. 

With a Phoenix member on Voldemorts 
side, however, the transfer is almost thwart- 
ed, with Harry again facing Voldemort for the 
third time since their encounter at the grave- 
yard during the Triwizard Tournament. Har- 
Ty's wand, twin of Voldemorts, protects him 
from the latter’s power, but the costs to the 


Order of the Phoenix this early are dear. 
The chase begins. 


The 7th 
book closes 
the series, 
but will 
readers 
ever tire of 


Hallows and horcruxes 

More than engaging Harry in a chase, how- 
ever, Voldemort is seeking a new way to van- 
quish his humiliation. We are alerted to this as 
early as in the meeting at Mal- 
foy Manor, where the Dark 
Lord stows away his own yew- 
and-phoenix feather wand to 
avoid the connection with 
Harry's own. Heretofore desa- 
parecido, Ollivander the 
wandmaker, resurfaces (albeit 
in a terrible manner), is You- 
Know-Who's forced advisor. 

Harry, Hermione Granger and Ron Weasley 
are busy attempting to find and destroy the 


mesova 


Lutong-bahay Pinoy Specialties you can enjoy anywhere! 


it will disconcert even the hardiest readers. 

“Harry had spent the moming completely 
emptying his school trunk for the first time since 
he had packed it six years ago,” Rowling writes. 
But when Harry plunges his hand into his trunk, 
he pulls it back to discover it is bleeding. 

As the Death Eaters mount a takeover of 
the Ministry of Magic, Harry finds himself 
both a fugitive and a combatant, trying to 

elude Voldemort even as he 
tries to find the horcruxes 
(vessels containing fragments 
of the Dark Lord's soul). 
“I shall attend to the boy in 
person,” Voldemort declares. 
“That Potter lives is due more to 
my errors than to his triumphs.” 
‘As with the earlier novels, 
there is a magical puzzle at the 
heart of “Hallows,” that of the 
three mystical artifacts called, well, the 
Deathly Hallows. 

But this rather pedestrian conundrum isn't 
particularly gripping, as there is so much go- 
ing on that readers will instead concentrate 
on the character work Rowling engages in. Af- 
ter all, readers will frantically keep guessing 
‘who will join Dumbledore and Sirius Black in 
the afterlife, eager to find out whether The 
Boy Who Lived lives or not. 


Finale feeling 
“Hallows” clearly has the feel of a series fi- 
nale, as virtually everybody who had figured 
Awe 
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The most anticipated 
conclusion in thé history of 
fiction, J.K. Rowling’s ‘Harry 
Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows’ is a satisfying, 
reader-friendly celebration 
ofall things Harry Potter 
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NATIONAL Artist for Literature Bienvenido Lumbera leads the 


‘ceremonial ri 


jon-cutting of the new PowerBooks TriNoma. 


Assisting him are Pol Medina of “Pugad Baboy,” chicclit writer Tara 
FT Sering, National Book Store’s Socorro Ramos, TV personality 


Tintin Bersola and PowerBooks GM Gabby Licauco 
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LIFESTYLE 
zë New book haven north of Manila 


By Dexter R. Matilla 
Contributor 


AN ECLECTIC GROUP OF 
writers recently took time to 
grace the opening of PowerBooks 
at the Ayala TriNoma Mall. 

Sharing their views on the pre- 
sent state of Filipino literature 
and culture were National Artist 
for Literature Bienvenido Lum- 
bera; “Pugad Baboy” creator Pol 
Medina Jr; chic-lit author Tara 
FT Sering; television personality 
Tintin Bersola; and National 
Book Store matriarch Socorro 
“Nanay Coring” Ramos. 

The authors eagerly answered 


questions from the audience and 
inspired young aspiring writers 
with their answers. 

PowerBooks TriNoma, the first 
in the QC area, houses the most 
extensive collection of Philippine 
titles north of Manila because it 

lieves in the promotion of 
homegrown talents and their 
works, PowerBooks officials said. 

Located on the third level of 
Trinoma, the outlet is Power- 
Books’ ninth since the specialty 
bookstore was established in 
1996. 

Having their own niches and 
displays in the new PowerBooks 
branch are major Filipiniana pub- 


lishers such as Anvil, University 
of the Philippines Press and Uni- 
versity of Sto, Tomas Publishing 
House. 

Aside from Filipiniana works, 
PowerBooks also features a bevy 
of foreign literature ranging from 
fiction to lifestyle, history, busi- 
ness, children’s literature and 
other trade books. 

General manager Gabby Licau- 
co said PowerBooks would have 
done its job if they could get chil- 
dren to look forward to reading, 
having fun and even learning a 
little. 

Also present during the open- 
ing was Vitaliano Nafiagas of 
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Cartwheel Foundation (cart- 
wheelfoundation.org), a nonreli- 
gious, nonstock, nonprofit orga- 
nization dedicated to bringing 
education to indigenous children 
and help to remote communities, 

Until Aug. 7, Powerbooks will 
donate P3 from every purchase to 
Cartwheel. 

With monthly events and spe- 
cial activities such as poetry read- 
ings, book launches and signings, 
author visits, lectures and book 
club discussions at the stores, 
PowerBooks promotes the habit 
of reading not just as a solitary 
pursuit but also as an interactive 
activity. 


somewhat prominently in the 
previous books shows up and 
most of the settings are revisited. 
Rowling puts the characters 
through the paces, crashing a 
wedding with a chilling wam- 
ing: “The Ministry has fallen.. 
They are coming.” 

Coming into the seventh 
book, Rowling had quite a task 
ahead as she must now answer 
all the questions she had buried 
in the previous six books, per- 
haps too many questions. 

Readers will need a pen sieve 
to remember all the clues hidden 
and threads left hanging, as 
most of the mysteries were em- 
bedded in the superior first three 
books. But Rowling can still in 
trigue, as Harry must decipher 
everything from the vexing clues 
carved on gravestones to the sur- 
prising secrets in the memories 
ofa man Harry despises. 

While some of the answers 
may seem a bit far out, Rowling 
makes sure every mystery is laid 
to rest, even if readers have to 
take her word for it. 

Perhaps the most engaging part 
of “Hallows” is Rowling's charac- 
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Rivera of Speed 
magazine and 
Dexter Matilla 
of Inquirer 
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remaining four horeruxes, those 
objects that the Dark Lord im- 
bued with parts of his soul to ap- 
parently ensure immortality, 
even as Harry knows through his 
scar that to Voldemort, his free- 
dom—or life—is only a matter of 
distance between hunter and 
hunted. 

The deadly magical treasure 
quest takes readers back to fa- 
miliar places such as Grimmauld 
Place, Ministry of Magic, 
Gringotts Bank and finally, Hog- 
warts. Along the way, they leam 
of the Deathly Hallows, magical 
items that help their possessor 
conquer death, and that Volde- 
mortis perhaps after them, too. 

Unknowing of the exact sort 
of magie the items contain, and 
still clueless as to how to destroy, 
much less find, all horcruxes, the 
three set on a side quest to find 
the hallows before Voldemort 
does and thereby rendering the 
horcuxes moot and academic. 

Beyond the grave, Dumble- 
dore assist the three through his 


All hail Harry Potter 


ter work, particularly with Harry 
Continuing a progression she be- 
gan with the last book, Harry is in 
every scene in “Hallows,” save 
one. 

Harry completes the painful 
joumey to adulthood here, 
Struggling with necessary sacri- 
fice even as he reflects on all that 
he's been through. He must also 
deal with the aggressive influ- 
ence of his link to Voldemort, 
which tortures him and yet also 
enables him to keep track of 
what the Dark Lord is up to. This 
is Harry at his most vulnerable 
and at his most impressive, a 
maturation that is reflected in 
the series’ distinctive covers by 
illustrator Mary GrandPré. 

Rowling also takes the time to 
bring Harry's friendship with 
Ron Weasley and Hermione 
Granger into full focus, once 
again returning the three friends 
into constant orbit. 

“You don't have to do every- 
thing alone, Harry,” Hermione 
says aptly. Rowling even man- 
ages to give remarkable mo- 
ments to characters such as 
Neville Longbottom and Luna 


own legend as the greatest wiz- 
ard ever, a story readers are not 
familiar with, a story that helps 
weave the seven books into one 
integrated whole. 

Meanwhile, Death Eaters are 
once again ruling the wizarding 
world either through Confundus 
charms at the Ministry, or, in the 
case of Hogwarts, direct control in 
the persons of Snape as the new 
headmaster, and two lieutenants. 
‘These scenarios have wizards and 
witches convinced that Harry, 
who they consider to be the one 
bright hope against the resurgent 
dark power, is a scared boy on the 
run from sure demise. 

The ragtag Dumbledore's 
Army, led in the meantime by 
Harry's friend Luna Lovegood, 
ex-girlfriend Ginny Weasley and 
auror scion Neville Longbottom, 
are just able to keep the student 
rebellion alive until Harry's un- 
foreseen return to Hogwarts lat- 
er in the story, where he faces the 
final battle, and his, by then, un- 
deniable self-sacrifice. 
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Lovegood, among others. 


Robust, moving 

Even as 1999's “Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azkaban,” 
with its sleek dramatic who- 
dunit, remains Rowling's mas- 
terpiece, “Hallows” boasts of her 
most robust narrative yet, mov- 
ing readers through the chapters 
as if with Floo Powder, except a 
dragging, late chapter that is lit- 
erally one static conversation. 

There are broomstick chases, 
deadly duels, a magical heist, 
tear-jerking | funerals, batty 
births and the novel's major set 
piece, an incredible last stand. 

There are elves, dementors, 
centaurs, giants, veelas and gob- 
lins, oh my. The sheer amount of 
resolution and family secrets is 
staggering, but the book's de- 
nouement, even though exceed- 
ingly busy, is obviously wel 
planned and plotted very much 
inadvance. 

“Hallows” is, indeed, darker 
still, creepy in some parts, very 
much a grownup read, but never 
mean-spirited or arbitrary. 

With this final volume, Rowi- 


By Jordan de Leon 
Contributor 


POWERBOOKS SPECIALTY 
store hosted an exclusive press 
party on the eve of the world- 
wide release of the much-await- 
ed “Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows,” the seventh and final 
installment of author JK Row!- 
ing’s phenomenal series, on July 


The Boy Who Lived will not go quietly 


Asingle weave 

“Deathly Hallows” involves 
old characters as well as gives 
flesh to names we have only read 
about through the course of the 
series. 

Crucial to the story is new in- 
formation on Grindenwald, the 
dark wizard Dumbledore ‘bat- 
tled, thereby earning his fame, 
and Bathilda Bagshot, author of 
Hermione’s favorite book, “A 
History of Magic.” Even Dumble- 
dore’s own family history comes 
to light, revealing a shameful 
flaw in the revered former Head- 
master's track record. 

Aside from the characters, 
Potter canonists will readily see 
the links between the books, that 
Harry’s seven-part saga is actual- 
ly a single weave, and not a col- 
lection of independent children’s 
stories, say, by Beedle the Bard. 

Readers already know going in- 
to the seventh book that two hor- 
cruxes have been destroyed: Tom 
Riddle's diary in the “Chamber of 
Secrets,” and Marvolo Gaunt’s 


ing does some of her best writing 
yet, keeping the prose consis- 
tently reader-friendly and acces- 
sible, with none of the gimmicky 
divergences that weighed down 
“Prince.” 

More confident now, Rowling 
brings her epic to a close with an 
obvious affection for her read- 
ers, summoning scenes that will 
give readers goosebumps for all 
Sorts of reasons. There is no Pro- 
tego charm strong enough to 
shield Rowling's ending from all 
the foreseeable criticism—in- 
deed, one can easily imagine 
readers recoiling as if struck by 
the Expelliarmus spell—but this 
ending, and Harry's ultimate 
fate, is the one that fits Rowling 
the best. 

If readers wanted something 
else, then they were not the au- 
dience Rowling wanted to 
please, with the author even in- 
cluding a winsome Epilogue that 
truly brings the series full circle. 

At journey's end, J.K. Rowling 
leaves readers with the gift of a 
whimsical world of magic and 
imagination that rivals Middle- 
Earth, Oz and Namia. “Harry 


All ‘Deathly Hallows 


20, at Greenbelt. 

Members of the press instant- 
ly became Hogwarts wizards 
and witches as they were divid- 
ed into the four houses in the se- 
ries (Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, 
Slytherin and Ravenclaw) be- 
fore being treated to a Hog- 
warts-style meal. 

Representatives from each 
house tested each other's knowl- 
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ring at Dumbledore's hands. Sus- 
picions on the third (the locket) 
and its thief, R.A.B, as well as the 
very last horcrux, are easy enough 
inferences for fans. 

Rowling successfully overcame 
the quandary she put herself in af- 
ter resurrecting Voldemort in 
“Goblet.” What now? readers 
asked, as perhaps even Rowling 
did, and it would take two years 
before “The Order of the Phoenix” 
would come out. “Phoenix” re- 
mains the thickest of the set, but 
together with “The Halfblood 
Prince,” it gave readers more in- 
sight on how Harrys power be- 
came what Voldemort least un- 
derstood, and thus, most feared. 


End? 

What now? readers ask again, 
as “Deathly Hallows” finally 
brings the series to a fitting cli- 
max, and and inevitable end. 

But The Boy Who Lived, we 
may dare say, will not go quietly. 

Undeniably, the wizard tale 
Rowling has concocted in a span 


Potter and the Deathly Hallows” 
bears the strengths and weak- 
nesses of the entire series in con- 
centrated form, like a potion 
produced pure. 

Itis a satisfying, lovingly craft- 
ed final gift from Rowling to her 
readers and a fitting sendoff to 
Harry Potter, the boy wizard 


aasia ieie i 
edge. and- expertise. on “Harry 
Potter” Books‘l+6 through differ = 
ent challenges and contests in- 
side the Hogwarts Great Hall. 

Highlighting the magical event 
was Filipino street magician Eric 
Mana, who awed the crowd with 
his mind-boggling tricks and take 
on the subjects of witchcraft and 
wizardry, Divination. 

The night wouldn't be com- 


of 10 years is on the whole fan- 
tastic, even playfully digressive, 
in most places. But the “Harry 
Potter” series arguably has be- 
come more than the single-book, 
children’s bedtime story that 
Rowling originally intended. 

Many a Potter pundit tumed 
prophet while waiting for the last 
book, which started rolling off 
store shelves unto the eager hands 
of fans only last Saturday. 

After the gaping hole of ques- 
tions left by “The Half-blood 
Prince,” many went back to the 
first five books for explanation. 
And to those who studied the 
canon closely, Hallows now 
turns out to be a confirmation of 
their theories about who is good 
and evil, who lives and dies— 
discussions had in bedrooms and 
bars, classrooms and coffee 
shops. 

That is not to dismiss “Hal- 
lows” as a mere closure story, a 
stopper to close this powerful 
potion back into its flask, to be 
stored away on a dusty cellar 
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ILwsTRATION 
STEHBRAO 


whose adventures enchanted an 
entirely new generation of 
dreamers thought untouched by 
the charm of reading, perhaps 
the most impressive magic trick 
ofall. 


Available in hardcover from 
National Book Store. 


é Finks 
plete-without‘arr exciting game 
‘ofQuidditch. ` ¥"* "we 

Öne representative from each 
house was chosen to be seeker 
‘who would search for the elusive 
snitch inside the PowerBooks 
store. 

PowerBooks gift certificates, a 
complete set of Books 1-6 and 
other prizes were given to the 
winners. 


shelf, 

“The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death,” we learn 
from no less than the Potters’ 
graves in sleepy Godric’s Hol- 
low. The remains in those graves 
were the very people in that fic- 
tive world whose love and pro- 
tection greatly magnified the 
power of their son, and so were 
fundamental to our continuing 
fealty as well to the Potter story, 
a fealty that will not let it go that 
easily behind some Veil of Shad- 
ows in our memories. 

“Harry Potter’ has become 
contemporary classic, the “Lord 
of the Rings” and “Chronicles of 
Narnia” of our time. The similar- 
ities it has with these literary gi- 
ants do not end with familiar 
heroes and villains. They have 
more to do with spawning an 
entirely new generation of book 
readers, whose faith in a story 
‘well-spun will permeate genera- 
tions to come. 


Available in PowerBooks 
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BRACE YOURSELVES FOR THE RAINY DAYS WITH 
Spark magazine, the coolest companion for kids eager 
to discover everyday mysteries. 

Learn about typhoons, how they happen and what to 
do when they hit. Captain Cranium, the mag's resident 
genius, takes you high up in the sky and reveals what 
clouds are made of! 

Cuddle up with a furry feline or cute canine as you 
leam about how you can take better care of your pet 
dog or cat. You'll also discover why adopting an animal 
is way more impressive than buying from a pet store. 

Spark just won't be the same without the usual flood 
of experiments! Learn how to make a rover racer, wind- 
‘o-meter, squiggly balls and rocks you can eat. Try the 
experiments for a chance to win a reflector telescope 
from Toy Kingdom! x 

Spark, always bringing out the fun in science, ignites 
kids’ imagination from cover to cover. Grab a copy now 
for only P100. 


Great heart, 


PAYING IT FORWARD, IN ALL 
shapes and forms, is the focus of the 
June-August issue of Metro Society. 
The cover is graced by breast cancer 
education advocate Bertina Osmeña; 
actress, host and TV executive Charo 
Santos-Concio; and matinee idol 
John Lloyd Cruz, who all reveal the 
most important tuming points in 
their lives, and share their thoughts 
about the art of giving back and help- 
ing shape a culture. 

This issue also profiles seven of the 
top charity organizations that have 
become close tọ the hearts and pock- 
exbooks of society donors and philan- 
thropists—and reveal the fact that 
volunteerism and the spirit of reach- 
ing out is alive and well in the privi- 


great art 


leged set. 

Big money and excellent 
taste continue to be a major 
supporter of the art world, as 
illustrated by the story on art 
patron and founder of the Art 
Association of the Philip 
pines, Purita Kalaw Ledesma, 
and an exclusive peek on the 
impressive art collections of 
some of the most famous con 
noisseurs in the land: George 
Ty, José Mari Trefias, Kit Roxas 
and Floy Quintos. There is also 
a story on the bad boy of 
Philippine Art, the iconic late ¥ 
Lee Aguinaldo. 

Metro Society is available nation- 
wide. 
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Malaki teams up with Gerodias ' 
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By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


IN THE MIDST OF TORTUROUS, 
grueling and frustrating vocaliza- 
tion exercises with the members of 
the Andres Bonifacio Concert Choir 
(ABCC), composer-arranger Jerry 
A. Dadap suddenly exclaimed: 

“Palakihin ang tiyan. Expand 
your stomach. Panga, ang panga. 
Smile and keep smiling all the 
time. The diaphragm. Exhale. 
‘And then vocalize and project 
your voice the way my nephew 
Sal Maléki does!” 

And the choirmaster un- 
leashed resounding, resonant 
notes which almost shook the De- 
partment of Agrarian Reform 
building, where the choir prac- 
tices every Sunday. 

‘The reference was to operatic 
tenor Sal Malaki, a former soloist 
of the ABCC and now a noted 
singer with the Los Angeles 
Opera Company, which is under 
the general direction of, no less, 
foremost tenor Placido Domingo. 

Maláki is rated among the 
three top tenors in the opera com- 
pany's ensemble, and is also a 
soloist of the Los Angeles Master 
Chorale under Grant Gershon. 
‘The latter group has provided the 
vocals for such Hollywood 
movies as “Waterworld,” ‘Van 
‘Helsing,” “Kingkong” (2005), 
and jast year’s supernatural 
thriller “Lady in the Water.” 

In 2005, Maléki had a well-re- 
ceived recital at the Cultural Cen- 
ter of the Philippines. And last 
year, also at the CCR he scored as 
Pinkerton in the Philippine Opera 
Company production of Puccini's 
“Madame Butterfly.” 


He’s back 
For opera buffs, the good news 


‘TENORS Sal Maliki and Placido Domingo with two sopranos from 


“The Merry Widow” 


is that Maláki is back in town, and 
singing once again for worthy 
causes. 

A Protestant, he has just per- 
formed “Classics from the Heart” 
in Surigao City for the benefit of 


the Catholic Archdiocese of Suri- 
gao del Norte. And his Metro 
Manila concert is slated for July 
27, 8 p.m., at the Meralco Theater 

in “Le Concert Classique,” the 
tenor teams up with Rachelle 
Gerodias, the Philippines’ reign- 
ing soprano. Another special 
guest is young violinist Joseph C. 
Valedes, 16. The show is sure to 
be a crowd-pleaser, bringing to- 
gether well-loved arias and duets 
from Italian opera, Broadway, 
and time-honored Filipino songs. 

‘The concert, sponsored by Vi- 


The Filipino 
tenor, who will 
mounta 
homecoming 
Manila concert 
on July 28, 

is a member 

of the Los Angeles 
Opera Company 
under Placido 
Domingo 


ma Concerts, is for the benefit of 
the projects of the Christian Wit- 
nies and Service. 

Maláki has yet to land a lead- 
ing role in an opera in the US. 
And in a recent press conference 
at Merks Bistro in Greenbelt, 
Makati City, the tenor said this 
was due to a form of discrimina- 
tion (he called it “typecasting”). 
‘The hero's role in a Western opera 
is usually reserved for a white 
singer, and so it often goes to an 
American or a European. 
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THE HONG KONG SHOPPING FESTIVAL 
OR THOSE PASSIONATE ABOUT SHOPPING 


When shopping is everything 


Delight yourself in the diverse shopping experiences with endless variety and stylish trends. Discover everything 
you desire from great bargain hunts to world-famous brands. With fabulous discounts and superb services, 
you'll find that Hong Kong truly is the shopping mecca of the world. In-between your shopping, come and enjoy 
"A Symphony of Lights”, when buildings on both sides of the harbor erupt in a spectacular display that 
Guinness World Records has crowned the “World’s Largest Permanent Light and Sound Show’ 

This year’s Hong Kong Shopping Festival is more exciting than ever, as it coincides with a host of celebrations 
marking the 10th Anniversary of the establishment of Hong Kong as Special Administrative Region of China. 
Visit DiscoverHongKong.com for more information. 


Use your Visa card in Hong Kong and win a return trip to Hong Kong 
Prizes include round trip Cathay Pacific plane tickets for two to Hong Kong, with hotel accommodation, 
“Hong Kong Living Culture” tour, US$1000 credit on card to your Visa card, and exclusive premiums if you 
use your Visa card in Hong Kong during the Hong Kong Shopping Festival with minimum purchase of HK$100.* 


Join the Hong Kong Shopping Festival Promotion now! 
inten 


Visit www.visa.com.hk for more details. 
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P1,000,000 winner 


Elvira Luym 
Cebu - SM City Branch 


P100,000 winners 


1. Teresita Cereza Ruanto - Novaliches 
2. Eleanor V. Rowan &or Cristina Antonia B. Valencia ~ SM - Megamall 
3. Ming Shen Li &/or Yang Li Yun Lee 8/or Wei Te Lee - Cubao Araneta 
4. willy Ong/ Johnson Ongking! Jacqueline Ongking/ Cecilia Uyecio 
Binondo Business Center 

5, Gigender F. Ram &/or Ma. Cecilia B. Ram ~ Baguio City 

6. Andrea Avelina Mallari Velasquez &/or Paolo Velasquez B/or 

Celso Santiago Velasquez- San Fernando Dolores 

7. Isabelita Caudilla Deveza - Lucena City 

8. Nipthaly Ataiza Avengoza &/or Benjamin Abainza Avengoza 
Legazpi City 

9, Alfredo C. Go Jr. B/or Andres Go B/or Go Kuai Tee Cebu- Tala 

10, Becker Pu Young - Dipolog City 


P10,000 winners 


1. Angelina C. Lim — teyasp Vilage - Salcedo 

2. Pedro C. Jaminola Jr. ~ Salcedo Vilage - Valero 

3. Dioscoro Banaag Rivera - SM - Southmall 

44. Kenneth Vencio Jao Blor Cherry Prudence lao 
Binondo Business Center 

5. Alberto Po &/or Margaret L Po ~ llya 

6. Consolacion Ochoa Ramirez San Juan 

7. Nestor Alcantara Mendoza &/or Sandra David Mendoza 
Ortigas canter 

8. Kiat Tan Reaport - Sto. Cristo 

9, Rico Tan Pamintuan &/or Oliver Miguel Chavez San Fernando. 

10. Ma. Salve Fabrigar Rufino & Jianlin Xu ~ Pangasinan - Urdaneta 

11. Johnny Ronnitz Cortes Mercado &lor Ma. Doleritz Cortes David 
San Fernando 

12. Jun Mercurio Oli &lor Maria Sonia Oli ~ Tarlac 

13. Eštrálítä Garcia Santiago Cabanatuan: - Maharlika 

14. Alfredo Morales Abarintos &lor Evelyn Gambe Abarintos 
Batariġas City 

15. Renato Sarreal Ramirez B/or Jaime Legaspi Pacifico - Cavite Imus 

16. Dario Ducay Monterde ~ Masbate 

17. Dorotea Santiago Pena - Laguna - Calamba 

18. Ching Cheng Ng Tan Lucena Giy 

19. Victor Chiongbian &/or Maria Luisa Chiongbian 

20. Maricon C. Junsay Bacolod - Araneta 

21. Bobby Holgado Dizon - Puerto Princesa City 

22. Hyman Yap &/or Nancy Yap - Cebu - Mandaue 

23. Christine T. Chia B/or George Chia - Zamboanga City 

2a, Etcha L. Caceres & Juan L. Caceres, Jr. CDO - Lapasan 

25, Fidendo Bisnar &/or Aleli Cabriera Bisnar &/or Erwin ©. Bisnar 
~ Davac - Bajada 

26. Rolando Salinana Casing - CDO - Lapasan 


Cebu - Magalies 


Deposit more and 
get a chance to win 
in the next draws or 
the P2M Grand Prize! 
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LIFEBOOK $6311 


12.3" Multimedia on the go at less than 2 kg. Digital ving has never been better! 


Inte!®core™2 Duo Processor T5600 
(1.83 GHz 2M8 L2 Cache, S67MHz FSB) with intel®64 Architecture 


+ Genuine Windows Vista™ Home Premium 
+ 12.3" SuperFine XGA TFT 300 nits, 1024 x 768 pixeis 
+ Dual Layer OVD Super Mull Writer 


1GB DORZ S67MH2 
120 GB SATA HOD 
Bluetooth® v2.0 + EDR (Enhanced Data Rate) 


+ Upto 5.5 hours battry ife (6-cel Lon $200 mAh) 


Approx. 1.7 kg (w weight saver option) 
Spil-resistant keyboard 


+ Fingerprint Recognition Technology 


Fujitsu PI 
Customer Careline: (63-2) 894-8685 


pines, Inc. (FPI) 


Sales Hotline: (63-2) 894-8557 


ISU 


LIFEBOOK $7111 
“The perfec blend of cutting-edge technology and multimedia periormance 
+ ntel®Core™2 Duo Processor T5600 
(1.83 GHz 2MB L2 Cache, 667Miliz FSB) with Into 84 Architecture 
+ Genuine Windows® XP Home Edilion 
14.1-inch Superfine XGA TFT 300nits, 1024 x 768 pixels 
+ Dual Layer DVO Super Mull Wier 
+ 512M8 DORZ 667MHz 
+ 10068 SATAHOD 
+ Bluetooti® v2.0 + EDR (Enhanced Data Rale) 
Up to 57hrs batlary ile (6-col Li-on 5200mAh) 
Approx. 1.8kg (w weight saver option) 
Spilesssiant keyboard 
+ Fingerprint Recognition Technology 


Visit nttp:fph.tujtsu.comlitebook! for more information on the complete L 
features and benefits. specications and suggested retail prices. 
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Surrender ka na ba sa kaka-ahhchoo, uma-umaga? 


Kung pabalik-balik ang AHHCHOOS; RUNNY NOSE AT WATERY EYES mo, malamang di na yan 
sipon! Mukhang ALLERGIC RHINITIS na yan! Kaya “di ito kaya ng juice lang or regular cold 
medicines*, Take Benadryl AH! It effectively relieves you from the most bothersome symptoms jf 


of allergic rhinitis. 


Diphenhydramine 
Ea 
Bonadiyi AH" 

i 

? 
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Don't forget! Kung may pabalik-balik na AHHCHOOS, RUNNY NOSE AT WATERY EYES—malamang, 
allergic rhinitis yan! I-BENADRYL AH CAPSULE! 
‘refers to ead medicines without anttistamines oniy- 


| JEREMY SEGAY, PROGRAMMER 
for the Directors’ Formight of the 
Cannes Film Festival, will be the 
keynote speaker of the 2007 Cine- 
malaya Film Congress on July 24, 
9a.m., at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines’ Tanghalang Aurelio To 
lentino. 

Segay joined the Directors Fort- 
night section of the Cannes Film 
Festival in 2003 as its Asian special- 
ist. His stint has made Directors 
Fortnight the hottest section in 
Cannes for its discovery of new 
Asian fims and talents, among 
them the world premiere of “Foster 
Child,” a Filipino film by Brillante 
Mendoza. 

Before Cannes, Segay was pro- 
grammer and artistic director ofthe 
Deauville Asian Film Festival. He 
established the festival as a key Eu- 
ropean event for Asian cinema. He 
continues to be an active consultant 
and programmer for various film 
festivals and other projects. 

The Cinemalaya Film Congress 
is set on July 24-25 and is a major 
component of the 2007 Cine- 
malaya Independent Film Festival 
and Competition on July 20-29 at 
the OCP 

This year’s Film Congress carries 
the theme “Harnessing Technology 
for Artistic Expression.” It intends 
to focus on the intimate relations 
between technology and art in 
Almmaking. Five panels composed 
of film artists, technicians and busi- 
nessmen will discuss these rela- 
tions. 

The 2007 Cinemalaya Film 
Congress will evaluate the achieve- 
ments of selected Cinemalaya 
films, inform the filmmakers about 
recent and significant develop- 
ments in fiim technology and for- 


Tan, 


Cinemalaya Congress 
| opens this week 


mulate the alternative distribution 
systems for longterm marketing 
and distribution of independent 
films both here and abroad. 

‘Among the featured panelists 
are Tilman Baumgartel, Jose Javier 
Reyes, Lee Meily, Ricky Davao, 
Roland Tolentino, Clodualdo del 
Mundo Jt, Louie Quirino, Mark Gil, 
Miguel Rapatan, Maryo J. de los 
Reyes, Neil Daza, Mylene Dizon, 
Misa "Kimura, 
David Jucom, Ato Bautista, Robbie 
Ronald Arguelles, 
Sandejas and Jeremy Segay. 

The panel discussions will be 
moderated by Mark Escalen, chair- 
man of the Ateneo de Manila De- 
partment of Communication; Lito 
Zulueta, Manunuri ng Pelikulang 
Pilipino and UST Faculty of Arts 
and Letters; Mario Hernando, Ma- 
nunuri and Malaya editor; Dennis 
Marasigan, Artistic Director of 
Tanghalang Pilipino; 
Cabagnot, head of the CCP Media 
Arts Division, 

Dz. Nicanor G. Tiongson of the 
UP Film Institute is the Congress 
Director. 

‘The Cinemalaya Film Congress 
is presented by the Film Institute of 
the University of the Philippines 
College of Mass Communication, in 
cooperation with the Cinemalaya 
Foundation, CCR and Econolink In- 
vestments Inc. 

Congress fees are set at P500 
regular package for two days; P250 
package for students for two days 
and P300 a day for non-students. 
Participants who attend two days of 
the Congress will be awarded a 
Certificate of Completion. 

Call CCP Media Arts Division at 
8321125. loc. 
wwwiculturalcenter.govph. 
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1704-05 or visit 


‘Florante at Laura’ 
from Gantimpala 


THE GANTIMPALA THEATER 
Foundation kicks off its 30th year 
in Philippine theater with “Flo- 
rante at Laura,” Francisco Balagtas’ 
awit, now reinvented as a modem- 
day komedya. 

Giving life to the Christian royal- 
ty are Joel Molina (Florante); Kim- 
berly Diaz (Laura); Arkin Da Silva 
(Adolfo); Bodjie ‘Pascua (Duke 
Briseo); Billy Parjan (Antenor); 
Basil Tensuan (Haring Linceo); 
Pamela Hundana (Reyna Flo- 
resca); Noel Escondo (Menandro); 
and Michael King Urieta (Batang 
Fiorante/Narrator). Portraying the 
Moor monarchs are Soliman Cruz 
(Sultan Al-adab); Billy Parjan 
(Emir); Christopher David (Al- 
adin); Julius Empredo (Osmalik) 
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and Nelia Aguado (Flerida). 

Roobak Valle is director and pro- 
duction designer. Playwright is 
Rene Villanueva. Lights designer is 
‘Andy Villareal. Choreographer is 
Sergio Anlocotan Jt. Produétion 
Manager is Charyl Chan-de Guz- 
man. Stage Manager is Joey David. 

Performances bre on July 22, 
at 7 p.m., Concert at the Park 
Open Air-Auditorium, 
Manila; July 27-29, 10 am. and 
2 p.m., AFP Theater, Quezon City; 
August 3-4, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
SM Mall of Asia Premiere Theater, 
Diosdado Macapagal Avenue, 
Pasay City; and Aug. 10-11, SM 
Southmall Cinema 6, Zapote-Ala- 
bang Road, Las Piñas City. For tick- 
ets, call 8995745 or 8963503. 


Luneta, 


Malaki 
teams 
up... 


From page C3 


The same with 
Hollywood. Maláki 
auditioned for a 
singing (chorus) role 
in “Pirates of the 
Caribbean,” but he 
didn’t make it be- 
cause the part called 
for a white singer 
(one of six) 

But you might say 
this tenor is crying all 
the way to the bank, 
for he is well paid for 
his services. As in 
$850 per call (double 
that on a Saturday) 
Once he received 
$2,000 for a one- 
hour recording 

Despite his non- 
Latino surname and 
Asian appearance, 
Maldki is doing well 
in the US, and he at- 
tributes this to pure 
talent: “Talent will 
prevail... Nanggaling 
ako sa Pilipinas (I'm 
from the Philippines] 
and Tm proud of 
that.” 

Gerodias added 
another dimension: 
When she was study- 
ing and singing 
abroad, “being Fil- 
ipino was an advan- 
tage for me interna- 
tionally. Foreigners 
have observed that 
we are a very musical 
people, it's innate in 
us.” 
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MANALO, with his 1992 work “Nang Muli 


at the Singapore Arts Museum's conservation building 


he way, 


BRITANIA, whose arts management 
‘company is organizing Neil Manalo’s 
exhibit in November 


What is Britania Art Projects? 


anal 


rough 


By James P. Ong 
Contributor 


LTHOUGH HE NEVER 
really went away, painter 
Neil Manalo will be back 
with a bang next month with “Du- 
madaan,” his first exhibition after a 
two-year hiatus from the art scene. 

‘The works for “Dumadaan,” according to 
Ronel Britania of Britania Art Projects, are all 
sold out. Such is the demand for Manalo's 

pieces. He is also scheduled for ex- 
hibitions outside the country in the 
wy NeXt two years. 

That's great news for one of the 
country’s most underrated artists. 

Last month, together with Bri- 
tania, Manalo visited the Singa- 
pore Arts Museum (SAM) to take a 
look at his 1992 painting “Nang 
Muli'y Biglang Sumingit Ang 
Tagapangaral” (Suddenly the Pre- 
senter Intervened), which won 
first prize in the Arts Association 
of the Philippines competition 

that year. 

Tt was purchased by SAM in 1993 and has 
since been one of its favorites; its curators of- 
ten bring it abroad when it showcases its col- 
lection at important art fairs. 

The piece, a commentary on how commer- 
cials have invaded regular television pro- 
gramming, shows a group of wide-eyed chil- 
dren in shock as a commercial interrupts a 
crucial murder scene. 


CLEAR D4 


BRITANIA ART PROJECTS IS AN 
independent art company formed in 2006 
in response to the need for professional arts 
management in transactions between 
artists and the various sectors of the Philip- 
pine art industry. 

‘The company services the artists sector 
with representation, exhibition and career 
management platforms, even as it assists 
local art galleries, collectors and dealers in 
the acquisition, exchange and presentation 
of works of art. 

The company also has a select collection 
of contemporary Philippine art pieces from 
both young and mid-career artists. 

Headed by Ronnel Britania, who is taking 
an arts-management course in the University 
of London, Britania Art Projects is networked 
with several Manila-based art spaces and 
museums, as well as with auction houses, 
galleries and art centers in Europe and Asia, 

‘Among its major projects is to organize 
and present Philippine contemporary art 
exhibitions in the Southeast Asian market, 
through Singapore. 

For more information, you can send an 
email to britania.artprojects@gmail.com 
or send sms to 0917-8070327. 


“DUMADAAN” | 


\ Pee 
M] At 42, Salingpusa’s most underrated 
member is finally ready to claim his 
ace in Philippine art in ‘Dumadaan’ 
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The best 
speakers 
get the 
best jobs! 


Learn from 
the authority. 
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VERNON TAPALLA'S 


COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIS” 
Gnd THE WRITING INSTITUTE 
Confidence Building * Speech 
Grammar s Public Speaking * Writing 
Personality Dev't « Rapid Reading 
Private Tutoring & Corporate Training Are Available 
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under MCA Music. 
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ouTLETS: 

NORTHERN LUZON AREA: Platowraps Lyceum Northwestern University - Dagupan Cty » Panadena Antonio Magic Malt 
‘Urdaneta City) « Panaderia Antonio Magiclub (Dagupan City) + Panaderia rons, Dagupan City) » NEPO Mall (Dagupan 
ity) « Sanitary Bakery (Depupan Ciy) BHF Family Plaza (Dagupan City) « Porta Vaga Mali (Baguio City) + SM (Baguio 
Ciy) « Malasiqui Pangasinan « San Fernando La Union « Pate raps Dine-L., OV Calasiao + CB Mall Urdaneta SM City 
Clark Feld Pampanga + SM Clty Marilao Bulacan + SOUTHERN TAGALOG REGION: + Welter Mart ta osa, agua» SM 
Batangas + Kobinsons nya Bataryas + SM Cty Sta, Rosa Laguna e SM City San Fernando Pampanga + METRO MANILA 
AREA: Shangrila Piaza (foodcourt) + SM Megamall (foodcourt) + SM City North Edsa (cinema) + SM Southmall (foodcourt) 
15M Manila + SM Fairview e € Aty San azam « SM City Sta. Mesa » SM Mall of Asia « Robinsons Metro East ¢ Robinsons 
Galleria {foodcourt} » Robinsons Manila + Robinsons Place - Pioneer * Robinson's Place - Novaliches » cestwuod Libis 
Quezon Cit + Alabang Town. Center » Festwal Mall (cinema) » Sta, Lucia East, Grandmall + Greenhilis Lifestyle Shopping 
Center» Harrzon Plaza — Malate « Vira Mall (foodcourt) + University of Sto, Tomas » t telu Punt Mall 3rd Floc- « Glorietta 
4 — Food Cholees'» The Hang Out at Salcedo » SM Bacoor + SM Makati e UP Dilman e The Medical City - Pasig City « 
VISAYAS REGION: »M Iloilo — Iloilo Cry + SM Bacolod — Bacolod City + Soon to Oper, SM City Cebu 
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Adopt a lighthouse 


LIGHTHOUSES, SUPREME ICONS OF 
solitary human perseverance standing on 
remote typhoon-battered bluffs and inac- 
cessible islands, are the stuff of romance for 
many. 

But maintaining the 21 surviving Philip- 
pine lighthouses located in the deserted ex- 
tremes of the Philippine archipelago, all 
rendered obsolete by 21st-century satellite 
or sonar navigational system, is not the 
stuff of romance, as the Philippine Coast 
Guard now realizes, 

Adopt a Lighthouse program is its answer. 

Corporate or private individuals who 
adopt lighthouses enter into an agreement 
with the Coast Guard who basically allows 
them use of the property in exchange for its 
maintenance, leading me to wonder if the 
adoptive “parents” of lighthouses would be 
allowed, or even encouraged, to reuse the re- 
stored facility for a compatible commercial 
activity to help offset restoration and main- 
tenance cost. 

Many lighthouses, built during the Span- 
ish and American colonial regimes, are up 
foradoption. Some barely manage to survive 
in the farthest reaches of the Philippine 
archipelago. Others are in populated areas, 
one hidden in the mouth of Pasig River in 
Manila, and another surrounded by an up- 
scale residential seaside development in Ce 
bu. 

During the early days of maritime travel, 
international ships relied on lighthouses to 
guide them safely out of the open sea and in- 
to Philippine waters. Once within Philippine 


VISUAL ARTS 


Cacnio at Hiraya 
Ferdinand R. Cacnio pre- 
Sents “Brass Idylls” In Hi 
raya Gallery, United Na- 
tions Avenue, Ermita, 
Mania. The exhibit fea- 
tures a series of welded 
images offish farms or 
palaisdaan, replete with 
futs, fishnets, bancas 
and ihe lonely figures of 
the fishermen. Call 
5233331 


Ibay at Met 
Museum 
José Ibay wil open an exhibit of his new suite of 
works in Rocked Age: Images of Loud Music 
Cultura" atthe Metropolitan Museum of Manila 
an duly 27,6 p.m., in the Upper Galleries. The 
show features portraits of foreign and local rock 
music legends done by 

Ibay in collaboration 
with Pandy Aviado, 
Manuel Baldemor, Cris 
Cruz, Fl Delacruz, An- 
tipas Delotavo, Edgar 
Talusan Femandez, Raul 
Isidro, Pete Jimenez, 
Junyee, Prudencio 


“JOHN Lennon,” 
by José Ibay 
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Reyes, Fred Ramirez, Eghai Roxas, Ross Capili, 
José Tence Ruiz, Lydia Velasco, Edwin Wilwayco 
and several other artists. The exhibit, which runs 
until October, is organized with the help of Galerie 
Astra. Call 5211517. 


Gye" Borsoto, Leaño 
} and Raquepo at West 


a e £7 
ALES] § Lawrence Borsoto, Erwin 
J $ Leaño and Jucar Raquepo 
É will hold individual exhibits 
on July 24-Aug. 25 at West 
Gallery (Mary Santos Art- 
“INSPIRATION cade, 48 West Avenue, OC). 
from Little Pink  Borsoto revisits his inner 
Houses," by Jucar Child in “Nakakatuwang Mak- 
Racers ina na Pang-Sabado." The ti- 
' tle is derived from a daytime 
animated series titled "Saturday Fun Machine.” 
Leaño depicts a sea of abstract imagery in "Unti- 
tled Lands." While stil using subdued colors, his 
palette is now wider in spectrum, playfully ren- 
dering both warm and cool hues. Raquepo lends 
his own touch to abstract art: combining ilustra- 
tions, rough sketches and graffiti-like designs 
against the backdrop of familiar shapes and 
forms, Call 4110336 or 4119221 


Group exhibit at Mag:net 

Gaston Damag, Damien Deroubaix and Manvel 
Ocampo showcase their works until July 27 in 
Mag:net on Katipunan. The three artists come 
from different ends, different systems, different 
theologies. Call 9293191 or e-mail magnetcafe- 
group@yahoo.com or visit www. magnet.com.ph 


Group exhibit at Whitebox 

Whitebox Studios (Stall 59, Cubao Expo, Araneta 
Center) presents Ouchis' "Tsinelas Mooll,”a 
‘group exhibit by Ruvel Abril, Sherwin Callejo, 
Benedict Garcia, Mitchell Gimeno, Albert Isip and 
Richard Magbual, on July 26. Call 0927-6538540 
0r 0927-91 19528, 


Indigenous arts in General Santos City 
Kalinawa Art Foundation, with Notre Dame of Da- 
Giangas University and Kamudan Culture and 
Arts Genter, wii host "Indigenous People Visual 
Art Exhibit, Internet Auction and Competition in 
General Santos City" on July 25-Aug. 1. The ex- 
hibit will highlight the artistry of indigenous peo- 
ple. A competition among them will cover the fol- 
lowing categories: traditional, youth, open two- 
dimensional, open three-dimensional. Call 
7593682 or 7593681 for details or visit www.kali- 
hawa.com. 


21 ancient lighthouses 
in the deserted 
extremes of the 
Philippine islands 

are up for adoption 


NOTHING but the bare essentials are 
provided in the lighthouse keeper's family 
quarters. 


‘waters, lighthouses marked treacherous 
points in the archipelago, pointing out safe 
passages leading vessels to ports of call 
Paramount in lighthouse location is its ob- 
vious function of guiding the marine traveler, 
‘whether through wood fires on top of rocky 
peaks, or through sophisticated optics atop 
tall towers, an out-of-date signaling system. 
‘The Coast Guard states four important 


functions of lighthouses, 

First, they serve as stationary points with 
navigational cross-bearing capability along 
primary and secondary maritime routes, Ref- 
erence points and landmarks, lighthouses 
are navigational aids for charting ship posi- 
tion in the seas. Either beams of fixed or oc- 
culating light at night, or the sight of light- 
house towers by day allow navigators to es- 
tablish their position en route to any Philip- 
pine port. 

Second, lighthouses are navigational tools 
that channel vessels safely to our ports and 
harbors. Scattered all over the archipelago, 
they direct vessels and fishermen to their 
home ports as well as pointing the route for 
larger vessels to maneuver through narrow 
Philippine straits and channels. 

‘Third, they warn-navigators of treacherous 
sea conditions surrounding the light station 
Shallow seas, dangerous for unseasoned 
sailors, appear in early Spanish colonial 
records as the cause of numerous shipwrecks, 
together with inclement weather and 
grounding, marine disasters that diminished 
after the construction of lighthouses. 

Fourth, lighthouses provided landfall 
lights to reveal approaching land to sailors, 


Se OL 


VERANDA completely wraps around 
the lighthouse keeper’s quarters on a bluff 
between the mountain and the sea. 


assist trade vessels sailing into Philippine 
‘waters either to dock in local ports or to sail 
through to other foreign destinations. Re- 
gardless of advanced electronic navigational 
aids, visual aids are still necessary to confirm 
the vessel’ location. 


‘Towers of brilliance 

Lights of different intensities were in- 
stalled in lighthouse towers to guide the nu- 
merous ships passing through our seas. The 
first lighthouses had lamps lit by candles, its 
glow beamed by powerful prisms intensify- 
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SPANISH colonial 
seal survives to mark . 
the gate to Malabrigo 
Lighthouse, recently 
adopted bya private 
entity that will 
‘ensure its 
preservation. 


TOWER 

of Malabrigo 
Lighthouse in Punta 
Engaño, Batangas, 
stands behind the 
spartan keeper's 
quarters, 


ing its light to be seen kilometers away 
‘gas burners replaced candlelight, 

‘The American colonial period in 
the latest technology of the day, gense! 
powered incandescent bulbs. The m: 
Fresnel lenses, complex prisms of high 
ished glass, greatly magnified lights of 
luminance. 

‘Toward the end of Spanish coloni: 
authorities constructed 55 ligh 
throughout the islands in response 
creasing trade caused by the opening 
Canal, attracting more trading ships 
on rapidly growing Philippine marke 
Ports of Manila or Cavite Viejo no 
dominated local shipping. Cargo w 
directly shipped to new centers of tr: 
ports in Cebu, lloilo and Legaspi. 

By 1926, another trade surge dui 
‘American colonial period increased thi 
ber of navigational aids to 193 lighth 
buoys and beacons, all strategically 1 
within the vast, sometimes treacherow 
line of the archipelago. 

Today foreign giants assist the g 
ment in maintaining and preserving 
outdated, neglected monuments, prot 
more advanced light systems backed 


Art that’s likely to endure 


By Constantino C. Tejero 

(OME RELATIVELY NEW ART 
S galleries have the fortune of 
hitting the mark right away. 
“That is, they have this natural knack 
for discovering new talents that are 
either strong, original or interesting. 

In Makati City, Blane and Blue: 
room are exhibiting side by side or 
alternately the works of established 
artists, master artists and even Na- 
tional Artists and those of upcoming 
ones, fresh graduates from art school 
and even art students 

We can smilingly say these new 
talents do not exactly pale. In fact, 
many of them exhibit art that's likely 
toremain in years to come. 

In Quezon City, on the second 
floor of GFO Bldg. at 122 Kamuning 
Rd., is a newly opened art space 
called Kaida. In the few months of 
this gallery's existence, we've been 
following its lineup of artists, and 
we're happy to note that it does not 
shy away from new talents. 

‘A case in point is its recent exhibit 
“Troika,” showcasing the paintings of 
Zean Cabangis, Jonas Eslao and Vi- 
cente Pado Jr, all fresh graduates 
from the University ofthe Philippines, 
College of Fine Arts. 


“KAHIG Se iay oe 
by Vicente a 


“STO. IGNACIO,” by Jonas Estao 


‘Walastik’ photos by Olmedo 
daughter draw crowd 


GISELLA 

andher 

photographs ‘| 
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A SYEAR-OLD GIRL ONCE 
unwittingly gave the most defini- 
tive description of the art of her 
late father, Onib Olmedo, with 
these words, “Daddy, bakit ang gal- 
ing mong gumawa ng pangit?” 

“Today, Olmedo's body of works 
has spawned a whole new genera- 
tion of young Filipino artists who 
openly confess that they have been 
influenced by the famous propo- 
nent of Figurative Expressionism 
with his distorted figures and emo- 
tionally charged images depicting 
the inner torment experienced by 
people, 

The girl who uttered that oft- 
quoted statement has proven that 
art really flows in her blood, but 
she uses another medium which 
has been raised to the level of an 
art in the 21st century—photogra- 
phy. She is Gisella Olmedo-Arane- 
ta, who has mounted her first pho- 
to exhibit at Ayala Museum until 
July 


These are pieces in oil and in 
mixed media on canvas—and they 
don't exactly look original but the 
viewer's first reaction is, How vi- 
brant! 

Eslao, for instance, says he incor- 
porates in his works “signage and 
symbols from postcards, mail and 
other stamped and printed matter to 
create allegorical images.” From 
that, one would expect some Pop 
‘Arty collage, but we didn't anticipate 
the bitter potion of a piece like “Sto. 
Ignacio.” 

Rendered in an oil wash of white, 
chartreuse, ochre and turquoise, it 
shows the rotund head of a masked 
man with an emblematic banner 
across his mouth. The image looks 
like a poster of a rugby player or a su- 
pethero—but then on its two oppo- 
site comers is imprinted P200, so this 
must be either a postage stamp or a 
peso bill. 

However, on seeing the blood-red 
inscription Sto. Ignacio on the pen- 
nant, you'd have second thoughts 
and try to pry through the holes in 
the mask if you could find the eyes 
and nose of the President's congress- 
man brother-in-law. And as to why 
he is depicted this way, you're free to 
interpret 


HUSBAND Rev Araneta, son 
Basti, Gisella, mom Bettina 
‘Olmedo, sister Franjo Arias 


“Waters, Windows and 
Walastiks” consists of 25 digital 
photographs on matte paper de- 
picting the theme of purification 
and new beginnings symbolized by 
water and window, culminating in 
the realization of the fullness of 
one’s God-given “greatness” 
(walastik, a Tagalog slang word 
which roughly translates into 
“wow!” or “awesome”). 

‘The scenes depicted are those of 


Saturday Group show, raffle 


THE SATURDAY GROUP CELEBRATES 39 YEARS 
together with a show, “39,” on view in Art Center at 
SM Megamall until July 29. 

‘The annual Saturday Group benefit raffle will be 
held at the same venue on July 28, 6 p.m. 

Participating artists are Malang, Cris Cruz, Lydia 
Velasco, Buds Convocar, Fernando Sena, Vic Ba- 
choco, Marcelo Baldomar, Gertico Blanco, William 
Cadag, Caña, Myra Caymar, Mara Cruz, Anna de 
Leon, Bob Estolas, Ding Hidalgo, Martin Honasan, 


Ben Infante, Alpha Larracas, Rudy Lunod, Jo 
Madarang, Nik Masangcay, Francis Nacion, Roel 
Obemio, Carlo Ongchangco, Danny Pangan, Keith 
Paras, Ernie Patricio, Lex Picafia, Tessie Picafia, 
Roland Santos, Fidel Sarmiento, Aner Sebastian, 
Bing Siochi, Max Sumulong, Shiela Tiangco, Andy 
Urag, Boy Valino, Joseph Villamar, Inna Vitasa, Migs 
Villanueva and Janice Young. 

For raffle tickets and other inquiries, call Buds Con- 
vocar at 0920-9208149. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


‘Cabangis says he works on “con- 
tradictions and contrasts throughout 
the painting process in depicting fa- 
miliar objects and everyday scenes.” 
His simplified forms are, of course, 
familiar from the works of the Euro- 
pean modernists. 

The straight lines, zigzags and 
curves you've seen in Braque, Gris, 
Léger, Klee and Picasso you can es- 
py in Cabangis’ “Lamps.” And in its 
brilliant red, poison-green, indigo, 
slate, mauve and salmon, you rec- 
ognize the soft coloration of 
Cézanne and the bold hues of Ma- 
tisse. Cabangis' distinction is that 
he has somewhat harmonized all 
these contrasting color tonalities, 
straight lines and curves in a 
piece. 

Pado says he uses sequential and 
stroboscopic effects in depicting 
movement in a popular Philippine 
genre. In a piece such as “Kahig,” he 
experiments with the rendering of 
form using what used to be the func- 
tion of photography. 

Done in brown, slate-blue, white 
and umber, it shows a man squatting 
while practicing his fighting cock to 
scratch the ground. While the man’s 
stolid figure is realistically rendered, 
the viewer is at first seeing three 


roosters until a secon 
tobe the same bird. lil 
ly varying positions ay 
to create the impressiy 
movement. 

This piece wouldnt 
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SENIOR Pastor of Victory Christi 
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various places that Gisella, better 
known as Bambi, has photographed 
in the course of her trips to the Unit- 
ed States (Maryland, California, 
New York and Washington DC) as 
well as local tourist destinations 
such as Iloilo and Boracay. 

Gisella took up photography un- 
der Issay Tanabe. She dedicates the 
exhibit to her father, whose birth- 
day was on July 7. 
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ES 
A National Artist 
turo Luz, Sen. Lol 


solar panels. With new technological ad- 
vances, the need to inhabit lighthouses is no 
longer necessary. 

Lighthouses, mostly built over a century 
ago, originally provided with basic, spartan 
accommodations or its keepers, are now in 
poor condition, many abandoned, all fantas- 
tic, forgotten heritage, await rescue by adop- 
tive parents. 

‘The Philippine lighthouses are Bagacay 
in Cebu; Bagato, Sorsogon; Batag, North- 
ern Samar; Bugui Point, Masbate; Cabra, 
Mindoro Occidental; Calabasa, Iloilo; 
Canigao, Leyte; Cape Bojeador, Ilocos 
Norte; Cape Bolinao, Pangasinan; Corregi- 
dor, Manila; Cape Engafio, Cagayan; 
Melville, Palawan; Cape Santiago, Batan- 
gas; Capones, Zambales; Capul, Northern 
Samar; Donsol, Sorsogon; Jintotolo, Mas 
bate; Malabrigo, Batangas; Pasig River, 
Manila; San Bernardino, Sorsogon; and Si- 
ete Pecados, Guimaras. 

For information on Adopt a Lighthouse 
program, contact 5273985 or email 
kikominl@yahoo.com. 


Feedback is 
pride.place@gmail.com 


welcome 


lower portion rendered by an Im- 
pressionist, Futurist (see Balla's 
“Blight of the Swallows") or Cubist 
(ee Duchamp's “Nude Descending a 
Staircase”). 

There you have your studies of 
composition, color theory, social 


Book shows nostalgic art of Roland 


TT IS REFRESHING TO FIND THAT 
Roland Santos, as person and painter, 
debunks the stereotype of the tor- 
mented artist. His demeanor is mod- 
est, a likeable chap. 

Santos has been a professional 
artist for more than half his life, fend- 


Í ing for himself and his family by doing 


portraits while still barely out of high 
school. 

Today, lauded for his series of old 
houses, flowers, horses, landscapes 
and still life, the artist is known for his 
mastery of watercolor and how colors 
explode from the tip of his brush. 

‘As a professional artist, he reveals 
“an intense longing for the past and 
the irretrievable,” in the words of art 
critic Cid Réyes while reviewing the 
artist’s fifth one-man show “Nostal- 
gia.” 

“I believe I'm an old soul,” Santos 
says. “I like things that remind me of 


the past—antiques, ancestral houses, 
vintage cars, old movies... There is 
something romantic about being 
transported to a time that we can only 
recreate through the memories that 
have been left behind.” 

But for the artist, nostalgia goes be 
yond longing for the past. It is an invi- 
tation to meditate upon the present, 
using the elements of each artwork, 
and hopefully find peace. 

Worried that her son might not be 
able to land a more stable career, San- 
tos’ mother urged the boy to take up 
civil engineering at University of San- 
to Tomas. But he realized he could not 
deceive himself or his mother any 
longer, so he dropped out of school 

Success came early in Santos’ life. 
“Art reviewers and critics have yet to 
coin a name for Roland’s gracious ren- 
dering of the bougainvillea as an icon 
for our summers,” writes editor and 


By? 
“KOI Fish” 


columnist Jullie Yap Daza. 
awarded publisher Marlene 
going to launch Roland San- 
-table book “Nostalgia” on Ju- 
1y 28 at Bulan Restaurant, 3 Gen. de Je- 
sus St. and José Abad Santos St,, Little 
Baguio, San Juan. The book showcases 
‘over 200 original artworks by Santos 
and is available in all major bookstores. 
Call 7253575 or.0906-3052533. 
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Legarda and architect-artist Lor 
Calma. The exhibit will run until 
Aug. 6. 

On view are striking works 
handcarved and hand-formed 
from brass, copper and lead. As 
the title indicates, they are all 
women, alone or in twos or threes 
and always radiating strength. 
‘They are goddesses, angels, Asian 
princesses and “ordinary” women 
merged into objects to become 
musical instruments, rocking 
chairs and vessels (which may 
carry life-giving water.) 

‘The female forms are gener- 
ously proportioned, giving them 
a no-nonsense yet loving air. 

‘The titles of the pieces hint at 
what the artist is trying to con- 
vey: “Haplos” (gentle touch), 
“Kalinga " (protection), "Bighani” 
(well-being), “Aruga” (caring), 
and the title piece “Kandungan” 
(the mother’s lap as resting place 
for the child). “Talikop,” with the 

vessel as symbol, sug 
yy, gests depth of emo- 

P tion, alot of love. 
In’ “Haplos,” the 
stings of the cello inter- 
twine with the musi- 
cian’s ornate strands of 

hair. 

“Everything 1 do 
is related to women,” 
concludes De la 

Cruz. “This is how T 
know women, how 

1 respect and ad- 

mire them. I did 

not want to depict 


sexual objects. I 
P wanted to express 
their strength.” 


WANDERS is a one-of-a-kirid musical extravaganza that top bills 


our best homegrown talents in the entertainment scene. 
It showcases world-class Filipine performers who are out 


captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and 
vibrant dance numbers. A fusion of cultures; the show also highlights 


gravity-defying aerial acrobatics and stunning displays of skills 
by flamboyant performers from China and Russia. 


Every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at PAGCOR Grand Theater 
Airport Casino 


Paranaque City, Metro Manila 
3000 + P2500 e P2000 « P1500 « P1200 
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CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL For inquiries contact telphone numbers (632)852-7758 / 54 
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Tickets are available at 


Da 


BUEN CALUBAYAN 


The artist digs through the archaeology 

of our consumption and makes a powerful 
point: We are no longer defined by the 
things we buy/own/consume; we are now 
defined by the very excrement of our 
purchases/possessions/consumptions 


i 


By Johnathan Libarios Rondina 
Contributor 


AO TSE-TUNG HAS BEEN BLINDED 
Mitwcereranassntee 
a piece of black electrical tape has 

been strewn over his eyes. 

‘The scene of the crime is 1/of Gallery at 
Serendra and the vandal is artist Buen 
Calubayan. The shirt is not technically part of 
his first commercial exhibit but is in every 
way reflective of the artist's fashion sense and 
irreverence. 

In “Tao,” Calubayan momentarily aban- 


“METAMPHETAMINE” dons the alternative art scene in favor of the 


“CRIMSON’ 


“CARBURETOR” 


‘Galleon Trade’ exhibits 


mall, which perhaps explains why Mao need- 
ed blindfolding; what he can’t see won't hurt 
him. 

Not that Calubayan makes any compromis- 
esin his solo debut in a mainstream art venue 
such as 1/of. If anything, it is a significant 
milestone for both artist and gallery, proving 
that commercial art spaces can incubate and 
breed experimental expression. 

‘The exhibit, which runs until July 31, fea- 
tures a series of portraits and two installa- 
tions. It is, however, best viewed as a continu- 
ation of the artist’s previous experiments in 
unearthing material culture. The exercise is 
both anthropological and archaeological in its 
attempt to situate and represent humanity in 
the context of its material excess. 


‘Exclavation’ 

‘Calubayan, who finished BS Fine Arts and 
MA in Cultural Heritage Studies in University 
of Santo Tomas, coins the term “exclavation” 
to describe this process of unearthing. 

In “Serendra Exclavatory,” the artist mocks 
the very locus of his celebration. In the first of 
these installations, he bubble-wraps layers of 
human hair, fly traps and trash bags to carpet 
the gallery floor. 

“Bagay ‘to sa mga condo dito sa Serendra,” 
he suggests. 

‘As people move about, bubbles pop as ca- 
cophonic counterpoint to the clinking of sil- 
verware in fine-dining restaurants nearby. 
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“BAR CODE” Series 


In the second installation, Calubayan as- 
sembles layers upon layers of microwaveable 
plastic containing dust, soil and an odd as- 
sortment. of discards. Here, the artist digs 
through the archaeology of our consumption 
and makes a powerful point: We are no longer 
defined by the things we buy/own/consume; 
we are now defined by the very excrement of 
our purchases/possessions/consumptions. 

Seen through the gallery's glass front, the 
installation invites passers-by to window- 
shop, only to be barraged with autonomic in- 
trospection: Is this for sale? Is this art? Is this 
my reflection? Is this mine? Is this me? 

In the artists exclavation, what emerges as 
‘a final layer, buried in all the heap of rubbish, 
is the human subject—dehumanized, hobo- 
fied, wasted, consumed by his own consump- 
tion. 

Freud himself used the metaphor of ar- 
chaeology in describing the relationship be- 
tween memory and the subconscious. For 


se 


BUEN Calubayan at work. The artist uses old 
‘wood from dismantled houses in his home 
province of Quezon as frames. 


and forums open this week 


MAG:NET GALLERIES, GREEN PAPAYA 
Art Projects, University of Santo Tomas, 
and Ateneo de Manila University are host- 
ing this week “Galleon Trade,” a series of 
exhibitions and discussions focusing on the 
connections between the Philippines, Mex- 
ico and California. 

Taking the historic Acapulco-Manila 
galeon route as metaphor of origin, the ac- 
tivities seek to create new routes of cultural 
exchange along old routes of commerce and 
trade. Its organizers are artist Jenifer K. Wof- 
ford and scholar Lucy Mae San Pablo Bums. 

‘The project begins in Manila this year, 
and continues with reciprocal projects in 
San Francisco and Mexico in 2008 and 
2009. 

‘The Manila exhibitions feature 12 Califor- 
nia-based_artists—Stephanie Syjuco, Julio 
Morales, Christine Wong Yap, Megan Wilson, 
Jaime Cortez, Johanna Poethig, Eliza Barrios, 
Reanne Estrada, Mike Arcega, Gina Osterloh, 
Rick Godinez and Enrique Chagoya—who 
willbe in town for the shows. 

Operiing on July 24 at 7 
pm. is an exhibit by 
Godinez and Chagoya at 
The Wall of Mag:net Café 
(The Fort, B: 3 Bonifacio 
High Street, Bonifacio P/* 
Global City, Taguig). Also 
on display are supplemen- 
tary text and images about 
the project. The exhibit 
runs until Aug. 11. 

Another exhibit will 
open at Green Papaya Art 
Projects (124A Maginhawa 
St, UP Teachers Village 
East, Diliman, QC) on July 
26 at 7 p.m. On display are 
works by Arcega, Estrada, 
Syjuco, Wilson and Wong'Yap. The show 
wil run until Aug. 14. 

A third exhibit will open at Mag:net 
Gallery Katipunan (Agcor Bldg, 335 

, Katipunan Ave., QC) on July 28, at 7 p.m. 
On show are works by Cortez, Morales, Os- 
terloh, Poethig and Barrios. Exhibit runs 
'until Aug. 16. 

‘There will also be university roundtable 
discussions at UST and Ateneo and an in- 
formal evening “salon” at the Living Room 

in Malate. 

‘The UST discussion will be on July 25, 3- 
6 p.m., at the UST Faculty of Engineering 
Conference Hall. Sponsors are the UST Fil- 


REANNE Estrada's 
sculpture of layered 
packing tape 


Sats 
MICHAEL Arcega’s “El Conquistador” of 
manila folders 


ipino American Writers & Scholars Lecture 
Series and The Varsitarian, the official UST 
student paper. 

Roundtable speakers: Wofford, Galleon 
‘Trade organizer; Burns, scholar-partici- 
pant, UCLA; May Datuin, scholar-partici- 
pant, UP-Diliman; Wilson and Cortez, 
artists; and Lito Zulueta, Ingumer editor 

and UST professor. 

‘The Ateneo discussion will 
be on July 27, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at the Science Education Com- 

} plex, SEC C Lec Hall 3/SEC 

201. Sponsors are Kritika Kul- 
$ tura Lecture Series and Ateneo 

Fine Arts Program. 

Roundtable speakers: Wof- 
ford; Eric Reyes, scholar-par- 
ticipant, California State Uni- 

® versity at Fullerton; Norberto 

Roldan, artist-curator, Green 

Papaya; Poethig and Syjuco, 

artists. 

The discussions are coor- 
dinated with professor Oscar 
Campomanes of Ateneo and 

UST Graduate School. The Artery-Manila is 
also a sponsor of the roundtable sessions. 

‘At the Living Room (1991 MH del Pilar, 
Unit 24, Malate, Manila), the discussion 
will be on July 29, 6-10 p.m. Participants: 
Carlos Celdran, Living Room host; Oster- 
loh, Arcega, Poethig, Estrada, Wong Yap, 
Barrios, Syjuco, Galleon Trade artists; 
Jenifer Wofford, Burns, Reyes; and Claire 
Light, writer. 

Call 09156431076 or e-mail jkwof- 
ford@hotmail.com for the exhibitions and 


Living Room event. Call 0910-4831218 for $ 


UST and Ateneo discussions. 


On the bus 

‘Two years ago, SAM began using that work 
as part of a public awareness campaign to pro- 
mote the museum. The image was printed on 
the side of selected buses. 

Four other paintings from its Asean collection 
were used. Manalo was the only Filipino cho- 
sen. And, from what we confirmed during our 
visit, the one with the highest recall. 

No wonder the artist was warmly welcomed 
when he visited the museum. When he was 
Drought to its conservation building, where the 
‘work was stored, the employees were delighted 
to finally meet the artist behind one of its most- 
traveled pieces. 

‘Manalo’s tearful reunion with his work was 
in itself a scene worthy of a painting, since he 
had not seen it since 1993. He was even sur- 
prised to leam that the 
painting was shown a few 
years ago at Ayala Museum. 

‘The reception for Manalo- 

and Britania was the same 
in other art venues they vis- 
ited in Singapore. Gallery- 
‘owners were excited to 
meet the mystery artist in 
the flesh and eagerly asked 
when he was planning to 
mount his next exhibit. 


Bright future 

If the furure is looking 
bright for 42-year-old Manalo, he certainly de- 
servesit. 

‘Among his contemporaries at Saling- 
pusa—an organization of Antipolo-based artists 
formed in 1985, whose members include Elmer 
Borlongan, Mark Justiniani, Emmanuel Garib- 
ay—Manalo is the most underrated, despite 
having won in the country’s most important 
competitions since he was a student at Far East- 
em University 

He stil holds the record—together with 
Nunelucio Alvarado, Alfredo Esquillo, Ronald 
Ventura, Ronaldo Ruiz and Cris Villanueva 
Jc—of representing the coun- 
try twice in the Asean Art 
Awards. In 2000, he was one 
of CCPs Thirteen Artists 
Awardees. 

In the 1990s, he was no- 
ticed for his “TV" series, where 
he depicted the idiot box as an 
antagonist. “Nang Muliy 
Biglang Sumingit ang Taga- 
pangaral” is from that decade. 

‘That sentiment changed in 2005 at his "TV" 
exhibit in Boston Gallery, where he began por- 
traying it as an instrument that kept the family 
together—and so his images depicted people 
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“1 WANT You” 


Calubayan, any hint of humanity is a residual 
imprint in memory based on romantic nostal- 
gia rather than fact. 


Anti-portraits 

‘The artist’s portraits, as such, are actually 
anti-portraits where the subjects, like Mao on 
Calubayan’s shirt, are defaced. The images 
areat once familiar and strange, most of them 
in shadows. 

In “Bar Code” Series, a string of small pan- 
els, five faces depict humanity's final descent 
into consumerist damnation. In the age of 
material excess and never-ending consump- 
tion, humanity itself has been commodified, 
trademarked, bar-coded and, ultimately, im- 
prisoned in this whole signification of identi- 
ties based on signature labels celebrated in 
synthetic spaces. 

In “I Want You,” a huge diptych of a face 
with penetrating’ gaze, Calubayan demon- 
strates this sense of imprisonment and allows 
the viewer to feel his own commodification 
Situated in limited space, the painting (each 
panel is 207 cm x 234 cm) cannot be fully ap- 
prehended, its subject refusing to be com- 
pletely appreciated. 

There is simply no space to move back to, 
no distance to view it from. The viewer then, 
literally, comes face to face with this face and 
is emasculated by its sheer size. Suddenly the 
viewer becomes the object, entrapped in his 
own container, scrutinized, interrogated, 
weighed and found wanting. 

Any archaeological project is faced with the 
initial dilemma of whether or not to venture 
into the destruction of surfaces. In “Tao,” 
Calubayan digs deep and undertakes this pro- 
ject without reservations, producing a body of 
‘work that is in equal parts invasive, provoca 
tive, disturbing but powerful and necessary. 


“Tao” runs until July 31 in 1/of Gallery, 2/8 
Serendra Shops, Fort Bonifacio Global City, 
Taguig. Call 9013152. 


Clear the way, Neil Manalo >>: 


celebrating, cheering, dancing, singing and 
even embracing as a result of what they saw on 
screen. 


Observer status 

In “Dumadaan,” his show next month at Art 
Informal, Manalo shows once again how keen 
an observer he is of human beings. 

“As an artist, I consider myself an observer, a 
spectator of the things happening around,” he 
says. “As a painter, acrylic on canvas is my medi- 
um of sharing my point of view” 

“Dumadaan” is a collection of the artist's old 
and new iconographies show- 
ing different characteristics of 
people he has encountered. 
Characters vary from good, bad 
and sincere to fake, liar, inno- 
cent, naughty, inspiring, boast- 
ful and egoistic. 

According to Britania, the 
paintings will bè placed side by 
side and wrapped around the 
space’s three walls to create a 
strong impact. Since the artist 

considers all 14 works as part of a series, they 
will not be individually titled. 

“I chose the procession-like scene to unify the 
series of paintings. It shows people going in one 
direction but have different purpose,” says 
Manalo, “each holding a light symbolizing their 
intentions. Some rally for a cause, some just 
want attention, some are sincere, some are not, 
some just go with the flow.” 

With “Dumadaan,” Manalo shows everyone 
he isn't just passing through. Hopefully he'll be 
hereto stay. 

“Dumadaan” is organized by Britania Art 
Projects and will run at Art Informal (277 
Connecticut Street, East Greenhills, Man- 
daluyong City; cell no. 0917-8070327) 
Aug. 11-31. 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
INGER-ACTRESS JOLINA 
Magdangal isn’t making a 
fuss even if ABS-CBN, her 

former home network, has report- 

edly banned her and co-star Judy 

Ann Santos from promoting their 

latest film “Ouija,” which is co-pro- 

duced by Viva Films and ABS- 

CBN’s rival network GMA 7. 

“The only question on my mind is, why?” Joli- 
na says. “I don't want to fee! bad about it. Dead- 
mana lang ako (TIl just ignore i).” 

She asserts: “Td rather devote all my efforts to 
ensuring that our movie is promoted well [even 
without ABS-CBN). Id rather enjoy myself If you 
take these things seriously youl go crazy Tve 
come to accept that intrigues can't be avoided in 
this business.” 

She has been in the biz for 20 years and has 
leamed to roll with the punches. 

“Tve changed a lot,” she admits. “You need to 
learn to play the game. You have to constantly ad- 


ALL SMILES 

Cherry Pie Picache and Brillante Mendoza, star and director of 
the film “Foster Child,” attend the premiere night of the 2007 
Cinemalaya Independent Film Festi h opened Saturday 
at the CCP. “Foster Child,” the onh film to be shown at 
the Director's Fortnight in the recent Cannes Festival, formally 
opened Cinemalaya. Story on F6. 
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After 20 years in the biz, 
she has learned to roll 
with the punches 
het ‘and manage your feelings.” 

she speaks like a seasoned pro, that's because 


ae 
She started singing at age 11 and has seen 


(apy unwanted hair. on your LEG 
< with LaserLight! 


ABS-CBN ‘ban’ 


fails to faze J 


JOLINA 


core 
peaks and valleys through her two decades inthe 7 Same 
biz. a 


Jolina admits that she shares a lot of things 
in common with “Ouija” co-star Judy Ann, 
‘who also celebrated her 20th anniversary in 
show biz recently 

Itsasifthey are living parallel lives, Joli- 
na points out: “We're both very happy” 

Jolina's boyfriend, Bebong Muñoz, and Judy 
‘Anris, Ryan Agoncillo, fully support the two star? 
careers. So much so that the two men consented 
to guestin “Ouija.” 

“Tr was just for fun,” Jolina says. 

Indeed, they all had a blast on the set of “Ouija.” 


758" free tenis 
to other netwerks 


+ Only one person neds to subsorbe to get al ihe nes." 
* Choos any tree fom hese handsets: 
Sony Ericsson K3101, Nokia 2310, LG KG220, hips S60, Nokia 2610 


Visit The Sun Shon and ye? a postpaki line now! 
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+ When ented in 247 Call & Test Uriimitod. 
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ConaraPrane- Color Diapiay Camera Phone Camera Prone 
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+ Plus 300 FREE texts 
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CELLULAR 


Better network, better value. 


May discounts na, may pabuya pa with 


PNB Big Time Privilege: 


‘er Large o Pry Thin or Super Pan Pizza and get a FREE Hawalan Deh or Popparcn 
Pizza ofthe same sizo and crust wren you show yout GFMC. Vaid for dine-in and eary-out 
Seno Manim ol 2 fosters pet roneacbon (aval rm Jay 16, 2007 onwards) 


"Global 
Filipino’ 
Family 


PNO etree teen 


Privileges Na Big time! 


ae 


pizza!” 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIES/SCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


1 HARRY POTTER 5+ THX 
130 4:10 6:50 9:30LMF 


‘Peete Pica THE PIOD: 190. tte sine: 100 6320176 


6 PLANET TERROR 
1230MF 250 5:10 730 SS0LMF 


2 HARRY POTTER 5 
{1:20MF 200 4:40 7:20 1000LMF 


7 WHITE NOISE 2 
120MF 330 540 7:50 10-00LMe 


3DIEHARD4 
1200MF 2:30 5:00 7:30 “10.00LMF 


8 indieSine: MORENO 
1220MF 210 400 550 740 930 


4 TRANSFORMERS: 
WOOMF 1:45 430 745 1000 


9 HARRY POTTER 5 
TOOMF 340 620 S:00LMF 


5 VACANCY 
{425MF 1:20 335 540 745 9SOLMF 


ERMITA 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 


40 IN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
soe 320 530 740 SSOLMF 


CRISALDO PABLO’S 


MORENO 


Kayong dalawa na... 
Bubuksan pa ba sa iba? 


Don't miss this PROVOCATIVE 
fim about BISEXUALS who fall in Jovel 
From Cris Pablo, director of Queer FilmS like 
DUDA, BATHHOUSE and METLOGS! 


insons Galleria! 


niatik prior oio 


MDOMF 145 430 7:15 1000MF 


2 PLANET TERROR 
1250MF 305 520 7:35 10:00LMF 


5 VACANCY 
1220MF 220 420 620 825 1000 


3 WHITE NOISE 2 
4220MF 220 420 620 825 10:00 


6DIEHARD 4 
‘WOOMF 145 430 7:15 1000 


4 IN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
4220MF 220 420 620 8:15 1000 


METRO EAST «= 2-3? 


4, TRANSFORMERS 
1200MF 305 6:10 9:10LMF 


7 TRANSFORMERS 
100MF 135 410 6:50 1000 


= pamek Pte 828103 ~ 682-8198 


5 PLANET TERROR 
SOME 4:10 640 S10LMF 


2HARRY POTTER S 
4:00 640LMF 


6 WHITE NOISE 2 
1130MF- 1:55 420 645 9-1OLMF 


3 HARRY POTTER 5 
120 400 640 9201F 


7 HARRY POTTER 5 
130MF 230 530 820LMF 


4DIE HARD 4 
4210MF 3:10 6:10 9:10LMF 
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1220MF 3:00 5:40 820LMF 


2 PLANET TERROR 
140MF 400 620 B40LMF 
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2VACANCY 
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4 DIE HARD 4 

5 TRANSFORMERS 


8 VACANCY 
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4 WHITE NOISE 2 
5 VACANCY 
6 DIE HARD 4 


3 VACANCY 
1225 230 435 640 SAOLMF 


4 IN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
= 215 425 635 840 


1 HARRY POTTERS 
2 TRANSFORMERS 
3 DIE HARD 4 
4THE CONDEMNED 
5NEXT 
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1 TRANSFORMERS 

2 THE CONDEMNED 
3 VACANCY 

4 HARRY POTTER 5 
5 DIE HARD 4 


"T HARRY POTTER 5 
2 VACANCY 

3 BORDERTOWN 
4NEXT 


STARMILLS 3? Stee 


1 BORDERTOWN 
2 DIE HARD 4 
3 TRANSFORMERS 


BACOLOD 

1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2ZODIAC 

3 VACANCY 

4 TRANSFORMERS 
5 RESERVE 

6 DIE HARD 4 


4. VACANCY 
2HARRY POTTER 5 
3 BUG 

4 TRANSFORMERS 
5DIEHARD4 
_SCAPE KARMA 


4 HARRY POTTER 5 
2 HARRY POTTER 5S 
3 DIE HARD 4 
TRANSFORMERS 
I ah a Pr 8 748) TEAR 
4 VACANCY 
5 HARRY POTTER 5 
6 NEXT 


ILOILO 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2 VACANCY 
3 DIE HARD 4 
4 HARRY POTTERS 
5BUG 


Ticket Pic: P70.50. P80.50 
336-3070, 


| (HARRY POTTER 5 


6 TRANSFORMERS 


The 


Perfect Gift 


allYear Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 


Formatering an eves pleas ct Marketing Serves Deparment 35-2188 20 and 40 


mr wietinn e- 
LS SHOWTIME 


Your life as a movie 
cee 


g> 


CINEMÀ 


Don't miss the most anticipated 
movie event of the year! 


aly let 


Experience the movie's explosive finale 


a IMAX 3D « 


Rss mncve Ofri 


IMAX 


Tickets now available. 
£380 (Monday to Thursday, before Span) 
P 400 [onday to Thursday, Spm anwar, Friday, Saturday 8 Sunday, 


Hoi whole ey) 
Pease cl 6 MAT (4629) or 56 22 for inquiries and reservations, 
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TRANSFORMERS 
‘SM NORTHEDSA oossis2 | DASMARRINAS oeiee 
Ta UHARRY POTTER 5 poop sd 


EHARRY 
Ea "VACANCY & ad Bical 
DIE HARD 4 TRANSFORMERS 
TIYANAKS DIE HARD 4 
F PLANET TERROR VACANCY 
FANTASTIC FOUR 
WHITE NOISE sm VALENZUELA 23017 | 
EIN THE LAND OF WOMEN EHARRY POTTER 5 
ETRANSFORMERS 
Smervsmwuzane 7862488 Die HARD 4 
EHARRY POTTER 5 VACANCY 
VACANCY ‘Smemry svear 
3WHITE NOISE WHITE NOISE 
§PLANET TERROR VACANCY 
SDIE HARD 4 HARRY POTTER 5 
‘TRANSFORMERS EPLANET TERROR 


SPORTS T:MEeE 


THE GREAT 
AMERICAN BASH 


LIVE WIA SATELLITE 
NO COMMERCIAL BREAKS 


Premiere Screening 


‘st soururanut 806-6888 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
EVACANCY 

SWHITE NOISE 

HARRY POTTER 5 
STRANSFORMERS 
ETIYANAKS 

EPLANET TERROR 

EDIE HARD 

SIN THE LAND OF Women | 


EHARRY POTTER 5 
EVACANCY 
WHITE NOISE 
EIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
SPLANET TERROR 
EDIE HARD 4 
PREMIERE CINEMA 
‘TRANSFORMERS 
CENTERSTAGE 
HARRY POTTER 5 


DIRECTOR'S CLUS 
kings now acted 
Tagore at 556-0655. 


smenvmeumn 776-3055 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
EPLANET TERROR 
JWHITE NOISE 
VACANCY | 
smeny maana 523-0240 
HARRY POTTER 5 
DIE HARD 4 

JHARRY POTTER 5 
«RESERVED 


emen 

HARRY POTTER 5 
cmema2 

TRANSFORMERS 


632-2978 
For tickt reservation, dial 6338976 


{DIE HARD 4 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
3TRANSFORMERS 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
VACANCY 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
TRANSFORMERS 
ÈIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
WHITE NOISE 
MPLANET TERROR 
{HARRY POTTER 5 
OIE HARD 4 


820-4975 


July 23 (Monday) 7:00 p.m. 


Cebu, Clark, Davao, Fairview, Mall of Asia, 
Manila, Megamall, North EDSA, Pampanga, 
‘San Lazaro,Southmall, Sta. Mesa, 


Metro Manila: 
P 300 (Reserved Seats) 
P 200 (Guaranteed Seats) 


Cebu, Pampanga, and Clark 
P 200 (Reserved Seats) 
P 150 (Guaranteed Seats) 


Davao: 
P 150 (Reserved Seats) 
P 120 (Guaranteed Seats) 


fr students ljust present vali school 1D) 


smery sacoon 
ETIYANAKS 
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HARRY POTTER 5 
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smenvanmncas 885-6401-04 
ETRANSFORMERS 
HARRY POTTER 5 
NEXT 

€28 WEEKS LATER 
smomvpnmpanga _(espenonss 


EHARRY POTTER S 
ssmerry cian (045)625-5844-45 


iTRANSFORMERS 
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(BORDERTOWN 
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fwemrmsaao umes? FOIE HARD 4 
EDIE HARD 4 IHARRY POTTER 5 
[PRANSFORMERS  ÍTRANSFORMERS 
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(043) 784-0187 


smemvoauno (08212976998 
HARRY POTTER 5 
izopiac 

VACANCY 
«TRANSFORMERS 

§DIE HARD 4 

NEXT 

smemveacawmn (088)859-2884 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
ÈTRANSFORMERS 
VACANCY 

DIE HARD 4 


‘Sw erry CEBU 
ENEXT 
(easjszoe4z2 THARRY POTTER 5 
TRANSFORMERS 
VACANCY 
SHARRY POTTER S 
EDIE HARD 4 
PRESERVED 
RESERVED 
smesryeacoton 
EVACANCY 
HARRY POTTER 5 
#ZODIAC/ DIE HARD 4 
TRANSFORMERS: 
o canot wrAoUT ROR NOTICE 


(082)231-3876 


smenvnono 
ETRANSFORMERS 
ERESERVED 


HARRY POTTER 5 
RESERVED 
EDIE HARD 4 


(934) 708 1010 


SEWEDULES ARE BUBLEC 


Feeppack 
bad 


Paging TFC 
From “Ato” (po- 
ets15@yahoo.com), 
Dubai: 

I am one of the 
many-TFC (The Fil- 
ipino Channel) sub- 
scribers here in the 
Middle East. I agree 
that TFC in a way 
keeps us updated 
with the latest news 
and happenings in 
the Philippines. I am 
sure ABS-CBN is try- 
ing to live up to its 
slogan, “In the ser- 
vice of the Filipinos 
Worldwide.” But are 
they tying hard 
enough? The kind of 
service that sub- 
scribers here in 
Dubai get is ridicu- 
lous. Here, the TFC 
providers cut the sub- 
scription even if you 
are only a day de- 
layed with your pay- 
ment—even if you 
have been a loyal 
subscriber! To make 
matters worse, you 
will not get back your 
signal on time and 
you will fall prey to 
their false promises 
[of reconnection]. 
TFC services by 
Dubai standards is 
very very low! 1 am 
calling the attention 
of ABS-CBN to look 
into its TRC providers 
overseas. After all, 
these people repre- 
sent the network and 
the company. They 
should also live up to 
its slogan. 


ABS-CBN 
‘ban’ 


“tt didn't feel like we 
were doing a horror 
movie because we kept 
laughing on the set,” 
Juday relates. 

“The set was over- 
flowing with food,” 
Jolina agrees. “I was 
in charge of bringing 
chips and junk food. 
Juday cooked 
healthy meals for 
us—pasta dishes and 
salads. Iza (Calzado) 
always brought 
fruits.” 

And their young co- 
star, Rhian 
Ramos—wel, she nev- 
er failed to bring her 
appetite. 

“Shed eat any- 
thing,” Jolina says of 
Ramos, laughing. 

She is thankful be- 
cause “Ouija” has al- 
Jowed her to bond with 
Iza, Rhian and Juday. 

‘Tve always been 
close to Juday, but we 
were both busy with 
work when we were 
younger” Jolina says. 

On the set of their 
old ABS-CBN youth 
show “GMik,” Jolina 
remembers that they 
wrote letters to each 
other `"Like typical 
teeners, we would talk 
about our ka-love team 
(screen partners)” 

Now, she and Juday 
are constantly rumored 
to be altar-bound with 
ther respective 
boyfriends 

“| cant really say 
anything since there 
are no new develop- 
ments,” Jolina insists. 

Though Bebong lost 
his bid for a congres- 
sional seat in Caloocan, 
Jolina says, their rela- 
tionship is going 
strong. 

IfBebong chooses to 
rerum to the US and 
pursue his legal career, 
Jolina says, shel back 
him up. 

“But he also has of- 
fers here,” she notes. 
“We both know our pri- 
orities. Thats why we 
dont get pressured 
even if a lot of people 
ask about our marriage 
plans” 
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DONT LOOK NOW BUT THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
will be an especially animated time for viewers. 
‘Three new animated features are set to open in 
town, and most of them look like winners. 

In fact, one of them, “Ratatouille,” has already 
been officially hailed as a hit, ending up in second 
place to frontrunner “Transformers,” with a 
healthy gross of $32 million on its second week- 
end. 

Ih addition, the disarming cartoon about a rat 
in Paris who dreams of becoming a chef is getting 
good reviews, and is even being cited as a promot- 
er of positive values among young view- 
ers—specifically the need to be determined in or- 
der to achieve one's dream. 

Opening locally right after “Ratatouille” is “The 
‘Simpsons Movie.” This animated feature has “it” 
written all over it, mainly because “Simpsons” 
fans have been waiting a really long time to see 
their favorite acerbic animated TV sitcom finally 
fill the movie screen with its peculiar characters 
and edgy humor. 

Fact is, the “Simpsons” movie may tum out to 
be even edgier than the TV show! Its makers are 
reported to have made a “pact” with themselves 
to push back the traditional limits for animated 
features, and to “shock” viewers out of their 
socks! 

Well, in a mariner of speaking, What they mean 
is thatthe “Simpsons” movie will be generally less 
silly and more substantial than the usual staphap- 
py cartoon, dealing as it does with an atomic ener- 
gy crisis threatening to 
escalate into full bloom! 

‘Simpsons fans can 
hardly wait to see that 
unconventional sce- 
nario play itself out on 
movie screens. Watch 
Homer Simpson hit a 
homer atthe box office! 

Some weeks later, 
itil be the tum of ‘Surf's 
Up” to regale viewers 
with its tasty tale about 
penguin surfer Cody 
Maverick and his 
dream of becoming a 
champion surfer 

He may bean under- 
sized underdog, but he 
has an oversized yeam- 
ing to get some respect, 

He thinks a surfing tro 
phy will get him the 
recognition and love he 
lacks, so hes deter- 
mined to do whatever it 
takes to win the Big Z 
Memorial Surtoff in 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


Their lead 
characters 


are diverse 


but they 
use their 
hearts to 
getwhat 
they want 


i 
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kg 
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ENTERTAINMEN 
New animated features gear up to delight viewers 


Hawaii (Yes, slike “Cars” on surfboards!) 

‘The lead character of Cody Maverick is voiced 
by new Hollywood hotshot Shia LaBeouf, who 
‘Was attracted to the project by its “underdog” un- 
erpinnings. 

He shares that the heart of the film is the rela- 
tionship between Cody and Big Z (Jeff Bridges), 
the onetime surfing great who chose to disappear 
from the world, 

“The two characters end up helping each other: 
“Z can teach Cody about the joy of surfing, while 
Cody shows Z the path back to the life he's missed 
outon,” Shia explains 

These three new animated features are vari- 
ously about a rat and French cuisine, the Simp- 
sons family and awesome modem-day crises, and 
a penguin in a surfing competition. Their lead 
characters are diverse and yet they're linked by 
the fact that they all use their hearts to achieve 
‘what they want. 

‘Thus, the modalities and styles of animated 
features today may have become dizzyingly dif- 
ferent, but they continue to appeal to “children 
from 6 to 66" because they inspire. 

1n an age of creeping cynicism, the inspiration 
they provide is most welcome. 


‘The Invasion’ 

Nicole Kidman’s fans have missed seeing her 
on the movie screen for months. Soon, however, 
they can catch her latest big-screen performance 
in “The Invasion? a schfi suspense thriller in 


CRISALDO PABLO’S 


Kayong dalawa na. 
Bubuksan pa ba sa iba? 


Don't miss this PROVOCATIVE 
film about BISEXUALS who fallin lovel 
From Cris Pablo, director of Queer FilmS like 
DUDA, BATHHOUSE and METLOGS! 


which she co-stars with Daniel Craig. 

In the film directed by Oliver Hirsch- 
biegel, the mysterious crash ofa space shuttle 
leads to the terrifying discovery that there is 
something alien within the wreckage. 

Kidman plays a psychiatrist who learns the 
awful truth about the growing extra-terrestial 
epidemic: It attacks its victims while they 
sleep, leaving them physically unchanged but 
strangely unfeeling and inhuman, 

Kidman’s character is hard-pressed not to 
fall asleep, as welll She needs to stay awake 
Jong enough to find her son, who may hold 
the key to stopping the devastating invasion, 


On MGM Channel 

Next month on the MGM Channel, espe- 
cially watch out for these special features: 
Aug. 10 at 9 p.m., “What's The Worst That 


G. 


esatellay 


Could Happen?” with Martin Lawrence 
and Danny DeVito. Aug. 12 at 9 p.m., 
“The Thomas Crown Affair” with Steve 
McQueen and Faye Dunaway. Aug, 16 at 
9 p.m., “Frankie and Johnny” with Elvis 
Presley and Donna Douglas. Aug. 11 at 9 
p.m., “Born to Win” with George Segal 
and Paula Prentiss. And Aug. 9 at 9 p.m., 
“Man of the West” wtih Gary Cooper and 
Julie London. 


‘Florante at Laura’ 

Gantimpala Theater Foundation marks 
its 30th anniversary with “Florante at Lau- 
ra.” Performances are on July 27 to 29-at 
AFP Theater, Aug. 3 and 4 at SM Mall of 
Asia, and Aug. 10 and 11 at SM South- 
mall. 

Call 899-5745. 
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For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 


‘911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com.ph 
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CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Alabang Town Caner- 6422782: 772 1850 
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Troma - 901 3000 


Phil, Center for Diabetes Tourney 
July 23, 2007 at the Activity Center 
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‘Shop & Travel at Greenbelt 1 Promo 
Get a chance to win exciting prizes and a trip for two to Boracay for every 
'P300 worth of purchase at any Greenbelt 1 establishment from 
‘July 1 to September 30, 2007 
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HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER, 
OF THE PHOENIX 
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Clear Mall Animation Activation 
July 28 & 29, 2007 at the Activity Center 
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Ciba Vision Exhibit 
July 27 to 29, 2007 at Paseos 
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MARKET! MARKET! 


Tx Noma 


borista Grviront TENN 
TA i ‘acti 


July 13 to 31, 2007 at 


Metro Fashion Week 


participating Metro departments 


BARBIE BIRTHDAY BASH 


HUMAN'S 


July 4 (2PM & 4PM) at the Activity Center 


RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 


‘July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 
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Novellino, a romantic wine experience like no other. 


Fallin love with its lusciously sweet character and its delightful finish 
m- sofl, smooth and refreshing Without the bitter taste 


One ip. falling in love has never tasted this good. 
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‘Planet Terror 
is a grimy film. 
Part homage 
and part 
parody, it 
makes you 
want to take a 
shower after 
watching ... but 
it’s hilarious 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


HE CAMPY “PLANET 
l Terror” isn't exactly a 
smart or substantial 
movie. But it's so crazy and 


energetic, it just doesn’t let up. 


Originally half of the double-fearure 
“Grindhouse,” an ambitious ode to 
the gory Bemovies of 
yesteryears, the monster splat- 
terfest that is “Planet Terror” by 
Robert Rodriguez (‘Sin City’) is 
now being shown separately 
from Quenin Tarantino's 
“Death Proof” 

Part homage and part parody, Ro- 
driguer’s film is a grimy, grotesque so- 
joum that makes one want to take a 
long shower after viewing. But the 
acrid, swampy atmosphere. enhances 
the formulaic storys lurid, gritty sensi- 
bilities. 

It doesn't waste time in introducing a 
number of familiar schlock movie staple 
figures. Cherry Darling (Rose McGowan 
from “Charmed”), an unhappy go-go 


“Text us your feedback: 
inquirer entamelage/cty/mesrage 
tS 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Sar) 


}- ROSE McGowan and Marley 
Shelton star in Robert 
Rodriquez’s “Piiinet Terror’ 


giri with dozens of “useless talents,” de- 
ides to skip town to pursue other ca- 
reer opportunities. She hitches a ride 
with an ex-lover, the noble outlaw Wray 
(Freddy Rodriguez from “Six Feet Un- 
der”), who's stil pining for her. 

But a fateful road accident marks the 
beginning of their ordeal, and Cherry 
suddenly loses a leg via a vicious mon- 
ster attack. Some people, they discover, 

have become zombies after a shady 
deal gone wrong between a 
military man (Bruce Willis) 

and a mad scientist (Naveen 


REVIEW Andrews from Lost) that un- 


leashes a chemical weapon on 
hapless civilians. 

The zombie outbreak and 
grisly incidents are witnessed by a doc- 
tor, William (Josh Brolin) and his un- 
faithful wife, Dakota (Marley Shelton), 
The sheriff (Michael Biehn) and his 
‘cook brother JT (an unrecognizable Jeff 
Fahey!) also encounter disfigured, 
bloodthirsty creatures. Not long after, 
there's a “Night of the Living Dead” mix 
of survivors, besieged endlessly by a 
‘swarm of monsters. 

Wray’ help and tough love ap- 


JA mad, mad world 


proach, Cherry must adjust to her new 
handicap and transform into a heroic 
warrior-woman. He attaches a specially 
made, zombie-killing machine gun to 
the stump where her limb used to be! 

‘There aren't explanations to the im- 
plausible elements. How Cherry fires 
her new “leg” is a mystery, but it doesn’t 
matter; she kicks undead butt and looks 
great while doing it! The inanities are a 
given, such as goofy-looking special ef- 
fects, but they're still effective when 
they need to be. 

Its not really hard to get into “Planet 
“Terror” Its mesh of blotchy imagery and 
a cacophonous soundscape transports 
you to another world altogether. After 
the fake trailer of the Mexican revenge 
thriller “Machete” at the start, you just 
Know it's going to be nuts. 

Despite the drunken whirl of scantily 
dad, gun-toting women, blustering al- 
pha male wannabes and so much gore, 
“Planet Terror” succeeds in telling a sim- 
ple but intersecting story of various 
characters. 

Planet Terror” isn'ta masterpiece, but 
you can't deny its artistry and audacity. 
Tes sily, but tons of fun, 
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Emmy draws the line at serial killers 


Michael C. Hall’s failure 
to land a nomination for 
‘Dexter’ is the ‘single 
biggest disappointment’ 
for many critics 


Tony Soprano was embraced once 
again by Emmy voters on Thursday, 
they apparently drew the line at serial killers. 

Michael C. Hall is a critics’ favorite for his 
title role on the Showtime network drama 
“Dexter,” playing a charming forensics inves- 
tigator who murders criminals by night. But 
he was one of several noteworthy Emmy 
prospects who failed to clinch a nomination. 

Hall eamed a nod in 2002 for his portrayal of 
the gay son who runs his family’s funeral busi- 
ness on HBO's now-departed hit “Six Feet Un- 
dex” 

‘Many critics thought he was equally deserving 
of a mention for his chillingly nuanced role as 
Dexter Morgan. 

‘Another glaring omission from this years 
race, for some Emmy watchers, was the NBC 
football drama “Friday Night Lights.” The fresh- 
man show, nearly canceled due to low ratings, 
was a leading critics’ choice for best drama but 
failed to make the cut except in two minor cate- 
gories. 


Shut out: 
Some popular past Emmy winners also failed 
to secure a spot in the leading categories this 


I OS ANGELES—WHILE MOB BOSS 


year 

Last year’s big victor, the Fox espionage thriller 
24,” was shut out of the top drama contest, as 
was the 2005 champion, ABC's hit castaway 
thriller “Lost,” which got snubbed for a second 
year in arow. 

‘The lack of Emmy love for “Lost” was especial- 
ly surprising in light of revised voting rules de- 
signed to address flaws blamed for the show be- 
ing overlooked last year, said show-business 
awards pundit Tom O'Neil, host of the Los Ange- 
les Times’ website www:TheEnvelope.com. 

‘Meanwhile, Fox’s smash hit “American Idol” 
eamed seven more nominations on Thursday, in- 
cluding a fifth bid for best reality competition 
program. It remains to be seen whether 
Jose again to CBS rival “The Amazing Race. 

O'Neil says “Idol,” whose Emmy tally now 
stands at zero wins for 22 total nominations, is 
just three losses away from tying the record held 
by Bob Newhar’s second sitcom, 

“Newhart,” as biggest series loser in Emmy 
history—zero wins for 25 nominations. 


Biggest disappointment 

Still, Hall's failure to land a nomination for 
“Dexter” was “the single biggest disappointment 
on the acting side” for many critics, he said. 

Not that the voters of the Academy of Televi- 
sion Arts and Sciences are unwilling to recognize 
the work of actors who play morally corrupt or 
emotionally damaged characters. 

James Gandolfini has three best actor Emmys, 
and was nominated again this year, for his role as 
conflicted New Jersey mob boss Tony Soprano, 

‘And all four of his latest rivals for best actor in 
a drama play checkered roles. James Spader 
stars as an ethically challenged lawyer on 
“Boston Legal,” Hugh Laurie as a pill-popping, 
grouchy doctor on “House,” Denis Leary as fire- 
fighter batling all manner of personal demons in 
“Rescue Me” and Kiefer Sutherland (last year’s 
winner) asa secret agent who tortures people on 
“24?” ‘Reuters 
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‘Glucerna SR 
manage the 3 health risks 
' so you can manage your life. 


Keep your diabetes in check by managing the 
3 health risks: high blood sugar level, abnormal 
blood cholesterol and excess weight. 


Take doctor-recommended Glucerna SR. It 
has the Triple Nutri-Action System clinically 
proven to help manage diabetes in 3 ways: 


Helps Manage Blood Sugar Response 
Its unique carbohydrate blend is scientifically 
designed to be absorbed evenly throughout the 
gastrointestinal tract. 


Helps Improve Cholesterol Levels 
It is high in Mono-unsaturated Fatty Acids 


(MUFA), the ‘good fats’, for a healthy 
Cardiovascular system. 


The No.1 


Diabetes Nutrition 


Ask your doctor about diabetes management. 
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Helps Manage Weight 
A low-calorie meal replacement or snack, 
Glucerna SR is rich in fiber.and nutrients ideal 
for people with diabetes. 


Having diabetes does not mean a diminished 

quality of life. Make Glucerna SR a part of your 
aily healthy diet today! Now available ‘in 

delicious chocolate and vanilla flavors at leading 

drugstores, SM 

Supermarkets and 

Mercury Drug stores 

nationwide. 


For free nutrition counseling, call the ABBOTT DIABETES HOTLINE 995-1555 


or the National Toll Free Line 1800-10-995-1555, or email hes.ph@abbott.com 


from Mondays through Fridays from Bam - 5pm. 


“Avail of FREE Glucose Meter and Glucose Strips! 
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Accumulate 12 points by buying Glucerna SR (400g'can = 1 point, 900g can =1.5 points). 
Text Glucerna<Space>SKU/OR Number to 2966. Example: Glucerna 400/1234ABCD, ~ 


See posters and print ads for more details. & 
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Fundraiser features 


FRESH FROM A SERIES OF SHOWS AT THE 
Captain's Bar of Mandarin Oriental Hotel, 
‘The CompanY returns for more live perfor- 
mances starting with a fund-raising gig on Ju- 
ly 27, 8 p.m. at Metrobar, 47 West Avenue, 
Quezon City. 

Provincial shows follow on July 28 in Naga 
City and Aug. 15 in Davao. 


Kastigo album 


launch E.G 
The hype is that former 7! = 
Wolfgang and now Loko- 
motiv drummer Wolf 
Gemora has called the 
new band Kastigo as the 
“future of Pinoy rock.” Af- 
ter making the rounds of 
schools and bars around Manila, Kastigo 
launches its debut album “Our Daily Riot” 
with a show on Aug. 2, 8 p.m. at Absinth Café 
Bar in Greenbelt 3, Makati. 


mcy R-13 | 


a PHILIRERY 


ENTERT: 
The CompanY live 


benefactors), Aug. 8 (Parenting Foundation 
of the Philippines), Aug. 15 (Elenita Santos), 
‘Aug. 22 (Manila Philharmonic Orchestra 
Foundation) and Aug. 30 (Carewell Commu- 
nity Foundation). 
Freddie Santos directs and Maestro Rodel 
Colmenar conducts a 20-piece ensemble from 
the Manila Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. 
All shows start at 8 p.m. and 
runs until Nov. 29. Call 
7224532 loc. 116 and 
09287347125. 


‘Avenue Q' in Manila 
Atlantis Productions’ upcom- 
ing production of the Tony 
Award-winning Broadway musi- 
cal, “Avenue Q,” will be directed by Bobby 

Garcia and Chari Arespacochaga. 

Garcia recently directed Broadway Asia's 
international tour of “The King and 1.” He is 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


LUKE MEJARES 


Concert tour 
Luke Mejares, pro- 
motes his second solo 
album, “Pangako” 
(Sony BMG), with a 
concert tour in the 
Visayas and Mindanao. 
The tour kicked off 
recently in Cebu and 
proceeded to Bohol, 
Luke's home province. 
The Mindanao leg 
starts on Aug. 17 
(Mindanao State Uni- 
versity Gym, Marawi 
City), Aug. 18 (MSU 
Gym, ligan City), 
Aug. 21 (Valencia 
Gym, Valencia City), 
Aug. 23 (Medina 
„Gym, „Ozamis City), 
Aug. 24 (Pagadian 
Gym, Pagadian City) 
and-Aug. 25 (Dipolog 
Gym, Dipolog City). 


Concert series 
Bimbo Cerrudo per- 
forms a variety of 
memorable tunes in 
the fundraising con- 
cert series, “Cerrudo 
Classico: Songs from 
Stage and Screen,” at 
the Teatrino in Green- 
hills, on the following 
dates: Aug. 2 (gala 
night for sponsors and 
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also busy with the pre-production of Rodger’s 
and Hammerstein's “Cinderella” which will 
star Lea Salonga, and the Manila production 
of Jessica Hagedorn's “Dogeaters.” 

Arespacochaga was the director of youth- 
oriented musicals such as “Honk,” “Foot- 
loose,” and the Ateneo Blue Rep production of 
“High School Musical.” 

“Avenue Q” opens on Sept. 7 at the Carlos R 
Romulo Auditorium, RCBC Plaza. Makati. 

Call 8927078. 


Tonight 
Art Manuntag at RJTV Bar. Call 899-1658 
Family Affair at Merk Bistro 

Tomorrow 
Dale Adriatico at RJTV Bar 


Aretha and Souled Out Band at Merks 
Bistro 
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Joey and Louie show: Just like old times 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


HERS WAS THE VOICE 
behind his big hit “Tell Me.” 

“Long before Ogie-Regine, there was 
the Joey Albert-Louie Ocampo singer- 
composer tandem that spelled gold in 
the local music biz, circa 1980s. 

Fast forward to 2007: They are reunit- 
ing—onstage at least. 

+ Albert, who's now a preschool teacher 
fn Canada, is in Manila for a show with 
Ocampo, “Tell Me Once More” set on 
‘Aug. 3 and 4 at the Music Museum. 

The way Albert remembers it: “The 
whole idea started when I asked Louie to 


do shows [set in November] in the Unit- . 


ed States, to help raise money for the 
Gawad Kalinga village assigned to me. 

The last time they worked together 
vas 20 years ago, she looks back. “Work- 
ing with Louie was both fun and produc- 
tive. We enjoyed the creative process.” 

* The first time she met him in 1983, “he 
was wearing blue jeans, a white cotton 
shirt and red shoes.” 

“I just arrived from the US [Berklee 
music school]. That was my punk stage,” 
‘Ocampo clarifies. “She was in pambahay 
(house clothes) because Thad a meeting 
in their home with her sister Marissa 
‘who was a talent manager then.” 

She surmises that their common love 
for music made their partnership click. 

“I worked as her musical director for 
four years,” he agrees. “We can under- 
stand each other even without talking, 


After two 
decades, singer 
and composer 
reunite—onstage, 


uyy Senyasan na lang onstage. (We just use 


sere 
Wow 


Ms. magazine 


sign language onstage.]” 
‘Among their collaborations, she 
singles out “Ikaw Lang ang Mama- 
“among the 
songs he didn’t write for me? ‘Say 
‘That You Love Me’ [by Basil Valdez].” 


New CD no sweet ending 


for Orange & Lemons member 
AMID reports that lead guitarist and vocalist 
Clem Castro has been kicked out of the band 
Orange and Lemons releases its new studio al- 
bum, "Moonlane Gardens” (Univer- 
‘sal Records), featuring the carrier 
single "Ang Katulad Mong 
Walang Katulad.” 

“Moonlane Gardens” is 
the band’s major-label fol- 
low-up to “Strike Whilst the 
iran is Hot,” which went 
platinum and spawned the 
hits “Pinoy Ako,” "Hanggang Kailan” and 
"Abot Kamay. 


SPIN 


Teledrama theme song 
Lani Misalucha records the theme song of 
ABS-CBN's new feledrama "Natutulog Ba Ang 
Diyas?" Her version of the Gary V original is 
one of 15 cuts in the compilation album "Pal- 
abas: A Colection 
of Blockbuster 
Movie & TV 
Themes" (Unive 
sal Records) 
Other artists in 
the CD are Ronnie 
Lang (Nit) 
Shamrock ("Hold 
On,” "Alipin, 
“Naaalala Ka 
} Top Suzara 
(“Sabihin Mo 
Ss 2 Na’); Silent Sanc- 
ISALUCHA # tuary ("Ikaw 
Lamang”), 
Sponge Cola (Btw) and Kamikazee ("First 
Day High”), among others. 


LANI 


Ex-Sugababe goes solo 

Hlipina-Brtish singer-songwriter Mutya 
Buena. for- 
mer member 
of the female 
pop trio Sug- 
babes, goes 
solo in her 
debut album, 
“Real Gir" 
(MCA). It 
features col- 
laborations 
with George 
Michael, 

Amy Wine- 
house and Groove Armada. 

“te album's first single, the tle track, en- 
tered the UX Singles Chart at No. 11 on down- 
loads alone, and climbed to No. 2 after ts CD 
release. 

Born in Kingsbury, London, Buena was 
raised by her Irish mother and Flipino ather. 
She rose to fame as one- 
third of Sugababes, a group 
she co-founded with a child 
hood friend. It has sold over 
nine milion albums world- 
wide. 


Streisand’s live 
album 

Barbra Streisand's lat- 
est release, "Live in Con- 


cert 2006" (Sony BMG), is a two-CD collection 
that captures performances from her recent 
tour, 

Tracks were recorded at New York's Madi- 
son Square Garden, Washington OC's Verizon 
Center, and Fort Lauderdale's Bank Atlantic 
Center. 

Inthe album, Streisand reinterprets some of 
her best-loved standards while revisiting some 
rarely performed songs from her back catalog. 
Italso contains duet versions of “Evergreen,” 
“The Music of the Night” and “Somewhere” 
with the pop-operatic quartet Il Divo. 

Streisand is the No. 1 best-selling female 
recording artist in history and the only woman 
to make the Top 10 all-time best-selling artists 
list, which includes Eivis Presley and The Beat- 
les. 


“Rihanna 
riding high 

Barbados- 
bom singer Ri- 
hanna is riding 
high with her 
third album, 
“Good Girt Gone 
Bad" (MCA), 
whose first si 
gie, “Umbrella, 
has reached number one in various countries 
including the United States. 

The album is described as having a rock 
Vibe tused with Rihanna's signature hip hop 
and Caribbean sound. It was co-produced by 
rap stars Jay-Z and Timbaland, with contribu- 
tions trom R&B singer Ne-Yo and Justin Tim- 
berlake 


Ahit called ‘Rehab’ 
British singer-songwriter Amy Winehouse, 
who 


has earned 
praises from 
Prince and El- 
ton John, re- 
leases her 
second CD, 


(MCA). It de- 
buted at No. 
7 inthe Bill- 
board al- 
bums chart and features the single 
'Rehab,” which is about her refusal to attend 
an alcohol rehabilitation center after it was en- 
‘couraged by her former management compa- 
ry. 

‘Amy's music is described as a mix of jazz, 
pop, Motown, doowop and hip hop. Her voice 
has been compared to Aretha Franklin, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Macy Gray. 


Iglesias the ‘Insomniac’ 
Madrid- 

born, Miami- 

raised singer 

Enrique igle- 

sias spent 

three years 

preparing for 

his new al- 


niac" (MCA), 
the title of 
whichis a hu- 
morous nod 
to his sleep- 
less nights 
and obses- 
sive artistic persona. “For three years | worked 
at night and slept during the day, 
“I've been hyperactive all my life. The word 
Insomniac was the first that 
‘came to mind when I was 
thinking of a suitable album 
title.” 
‘Some of the album's high- 
lights includes “Push,” a hip- 
hop collaboration with Lit 
Wayne, and "Ring My Bell,” 
co-written with Swedish song- 


writing partners. 


JOEY Albert and Louie Ocampo 


Ocampos choice is “Tell Me.” “It was 
our first hit together” 

She says that she's looking forward to 
their Manila concerts. “It’s a little 
strange,” she owns up. “I don't really 
know what to expect. But the prospect is 
exciting, of course.” 


Her only expectation? “I just hope to 
have fun. Just like old times.” 

Indeed, a lot has changed since their 
last collaboration. They are now mar- 
ried, but not to each other. She is mom to 
two girls; he is dad to three girls and a 
boy. 

Musically, they've also evolved. 

“I still love singing ballads,” she ex- 
plains. “But think my voice has changed 
a bit since Tve been exposed to various 
styles abroad.” 

She opines that Ocampo’s music has 
remained basically unchanged. “It’s as 
cinematic and passionate as it has always 
been.” 

‘Ocampo says Albert has matured “but 
remained the same.” 

On top of school and home chores, Al- 
bert also finds time for her advocacy 
work. 

“I do shows for Gawad Kalinga in the 
US and Canada,” she relates. “I recently 
produced a Philippine Cultural Night at 
the Chan Center for Performing Arts. It 
involved different Filipino artists based 
in Vancouver: classical pianist Dorothy 
Uytengsu, Dimasalang painters, couturi- 
er Manuel Mendoza. I also support the 
Philippine Consulate in their efforts to 
promote the dual citizenship program 
and overseas voting.” 

For this visit, Albert will be in Manila 
for three weeks. 

“I don't miss traffic and inefficiency, 
but I miss my family, friends and the 
‘warmth of Filipinos the most,” she says. 


Connecting with one of RP’s 


Contributor 


TO DISCOVER THAT PINOY JAZZ 
was born in 1956—the same year 
that Elvis Presley shook the world 
with rock‘n’roll—is quite a surprise. 

But to learn that the music of Angel 
Peña, one of the country's jazz mae- 
stros, is now available on CD, is cause 
for jubilation 

For this wonderful development, 
some key people were involved, not on: 
Iyin the recording itself, but in earlier ef- 
forts to touch base with Peña through in- 
vitations to collaborate in concerts and 
interviews that saw print in an award- 
‘winning book and appeared on video. 

‘These key people were Gerard Salon- 
ga, Richie Quirino, Tots Tolentino and 
several others. The three of them, inci- 
dentally, studied and graduated’ with 
honors at Beridee College of Music in 
Boston, Massachusets. 


Cast of characters 

‘They may have leamed a lot of style 
and technique in that elite music school, 
but in their own words recently, working 
with Peña had an impact that would af- 
fect the rest of their musical lives. 

Peña, now 86 but still lucid and sharp 
in memory, returned to Manila in 2001 
after retiring in California and spending 
many years as arranger and bess player 
of the Honolulu Symphony Orchestra. 

In Manila, he collaborated with 
Quirino and Professor Rayben Maigue 
of the UP Jazz Ensemble (later joined by 
Tolentino and Prof. Roger Lado of the 
UST Jazz Band) in composing and ar- 
ranging bigband charts that were per- 
formed by musie students. 

Quirino also captured Peña's words 
and recollections in the book “Pinoy 
Jazz Traditions” (Anvil) and the DvD 
“Pinoy Jazz: The Story of Jazz in the 
Philippines" (filmbabycom}—both of 
‘which documented how Filipinos adapt- 
ed a foreign music form into their own 
idiom through talent and ingenuity 

In these projects, Peña talks about a 
cast of characters that played major 
roles in the development of Pinoy jazz. 
The memory of these folks comes to life 
inthe CD. 

Fondly tiled “Ugnayan ni Maestro 
Angel Maras Peña” (Musika 
Natin/Sony BMG), the CD has Salonga 
as record producer and conductor of a 


| 
| 
| 
| By Pocholo Concepcion 


Final screenings for The Game Girls talent 


FINAL SCREENINGS FOR SONY 
BMG Music Entertainment's reality 
TV search for the next all-girl pop 
group, The Game Girls, will be held 
on July 28. 

‘The contest, which combines the for- 
mat ofa talent search/beauty pageant, is 
open to Filipino women between 18 to 
23 years old who have the beauty, sex ap- 
peal, outgoing personality and ourstand- 
ing singing and dancing skills. 

‘At stake is a recording deal, a talent 
management contract and an endorse- 
ment prize worth P100,000. 

Aspirants must also be single and have 
never been married nor given birth, at 
least high school graduates and of good 
moral character 


‘Ugnayan’ 
inspires 
young 
musicians 
to bond 
with elders 


Review 


27-piece jazz ensemble he calls The 
Global Studio Orchestra. 

It contains 10 tracks, all written and 
arranged by Pefia, who says the music 
defines the “connection” between 
‘American and Pinoy jazz. 

In the liner notes, Peña specifies the 
dates when some of the songs were 
written, while others skip that detail and 
insead discus what matters 
more—how the music took form and 
who in particular inspired its creation. 

With this information, the listener un- 
derstands, for example, that “Tony 
Speaks” is about the drummer Tony Ve 
larde (he wrote the drum parts) and 
how Peña adds vibrancy via string ar- 
rangements that weave in and out of the 
pulsating rhythms—performed in this 
instance by Jorge San Jose. 

Most, if not all of the tracks, has the 
homas lead instrument. 


Pinoy sentiments 

“Trombonology” dedicated to trom- 
bone player Neo Ragas and featuring 
Geronimo Marqueses, is the perfect 
piece to appreciate the Dixie and swing 
periods of jazz. 

“Romance,” inspired by saxophonist 
Narding Aristorenas, has Michael Gue- 
varra recreating a mood whose lyricism 
induces intimacy on any time of day. 

“Roto” is a jam berween trumpet and 
alto sax (played by Llado and Tolentino, 
respectively) that displays contrasting 
styles and encourages freedom through 
improvisation. The energy, egged on by 
bebop arrangement, is infectious 

Several cuts unmistakably express 


LINEAGE |Í 


Interested parties are requested to 
prepare two performances—one song 
and dance, and one purely song number. 
‘They must also bring a swimsuit, stilet- 
tos, resume, profile photos and photo- 
copy of birth certificate at the Sony BMG 


living jazz maestros 


GNAYAN 


f Matias Peis 


Pinoy sentiments, 

“Frolic,” starring Ria Villena-Osorio 
on piano, Nestor Gonzaga on flugel 
hom and Edgar Avenir on guitar, is a 
samba piece that recalls Peña's youth 
while riding on a borrowed Harley 
Davidson—very rock ‘n' roll in imagery 
yet able to portray fun with melodies ac- 
Cesible to conservative ears. 


Connecting with elders 

“Peace Beyond,” a tribute to sax play- 
er Lito Molina and featuring Guevarra 
on alto sax, is ruminative and affecting, 
ordering on the muted sadness that 
solitude brings. 

“Pai, We Love You,” about the memo- 
1y of Vestre Roxas, is full of affection that 
Peña couldve written with a smile, 
while “Bass ic-ally Yours,” about bassist 
Roger Herrera, evokes more good times 
via the striding rhythm of the instru- 
ment. 

But the last two tracks are the al- 
bum’s pieces de resistance. “Basilan” 
(co-written by Quirino) and “Igorot 
Jazz Fantasy: Bagbagtulambing” in- 
corporate ethnic percussion instru- 
ments that enhance the atmosphere 
and tension, as well as the sense of 
tranquility and faith, that define the 
land of our ancestors. 

‘The importance of "Ugnayan” lies not 
only in its desire to proclaim that jazz 
has eventually become part of Filipino 
culture; it has also inspired the younger 
generation of jazz musicians to connect 
with its elders—in this case, face-to-face 
with Peña who has lived and breathed 
the music for the longest time. 


search 


office, 17f Taipan Place, Emerald Ave, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig or at Chris Cahilig 
Consultancy, Unit 1801 Cityland Shaw 
‘Tower, St. Francis st. comer Shaw Blvd; 
Mandaluyong Ciy. 

Call 687-2649 or 687-2692. 


PG-13 OPENS JULY 25 
| | THe STAR oF “JUST MY LUCK” Is BACK IN ANOTHER 
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MANY ELEMENTS IN THIS MOVIE ARE BASED ON REAL FACTS 
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° 23 Meet Haru 

4 mentally-challenged man 

who will fall in love 

th a woman of the world. 
She is Lorrie, 


a swindler disguised as a teacher. > 


He is Darwin, 
a doctor who will turn a man 


O | In pursuit of love, happiness, and success * 
hey will need one another. Their values will change 
and their lives will take a dramatic turn. 
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INDIE filmmakers Khavn dela Cruz, left, and 
JP Hernandez, 


NATHANLOPEZ ALLAN PAULE 


All's well save for one full-length | 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


na Buwan,” a film competing 

in the full-length category of 
this year’s Cinemalaya Philippine 
Independent Film Festival, may 
face disqualification for failing to 
submit its final copy in time for its 
gala screening on Saturday. 

InguIRER Entertainment learned that only 
the film's rough cut was screened on Saturday 
afternoon. The screening had to be stopped 
due to technical difficulty. 

“Tm ready to face anything,” Lejano said 
when asked to comment on an impending dis- 
qualification 

As of press time, the festival's organizing 
committee is deliberating on Lejano's case. 

“Sinungaling na Buwan” tells of three dys- 
functional characters who share a common 
experience of falling victim to a pattern of 
irony and lies. A farewell letter from their re- 
spective ex-lovers unites the stories of Myla, 
Dean and Carlo. 

Last year, two films—Jon Lazam’s “Mga 
Anino sa Apuhap" and Khavn dela Cruz's 
“Larombata”—were disqualified for failing to 
meet the deadline. Each filmmaker was given 
a P500,000 production grant. 

Brillante Mendoza's “Foster Child” opened 
this year’s festival, which was attended by 
Mendoza, lead actress Cherry Pie Picache, co- 
median Eugene Domingo, child actor Jiro 
Manio and producer Robbie Tan of Seiko 
Films. 

“I am so proud of the people who really 
worked for this film,” reported Tan during his 
welcome speech. 

Picache plays Thelma, a foster mother from 
the slums who receives P1,500 monthly from 
the government for every child placed in her 
care. 


E D LEJANO’S “SINUNGALING 
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AN EXHIBIT of the featured films at the CCP lobby 


LAURICEGUILLEN- BIENVENIDO 


FELEO 


LUMBERA 


CHRISTINE DAYRIT and JACKY 
ATIENZA of the Film 
Development Council of the 
Philippines 


DANCERS who performed at the 
opening ceremony got “Foster 
Child” star Kier Segundo (with 
mom) spooked. 


Philippines 
Dancers 


“Foster Child” is the only Filipino film fea- 
tured at the Director's Fortnight section of the 
recently concluded Cannes International Film 
Festival in France. 

“Ang Pagdadalaga ng Cinemalaya ay na- 
hantong na sa pagiging Big Time, di Tulad ng 
Dati na maliit na festival lang—parang ang 
batang Pepot Artista na ngayon ay high school 
na sa Pisay,” said festival director Nestor 
Jardin “in the language of Cinemalaya,” as he 
announced the beginning of the 10-day film 
extravaganza on Friday night at the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines (CCP) in Pasay City. 

Contained in Jardin’s welcome remarks are 
tides of notable  Cinemalaya-produced 
films—Auraeus Solito's “Ang Pagdadalaga ni 
Maximo Oliveros,” Mario Cornejo and Mon- 
ster Jimenez’s “Big Time,” Mike Sandejas’ 
“Tulad ng Dati,” Doy del Mundo's “Pepot 
Artista” and Solito’s “Pisay,” one of this year's 
nine full-length entries. 

A production number following the festi- 
val’s theme, “The New Breed,” was one of the 
highlights of the night. But while members of 
Ballet Philippines impressed the audience 
with their interpretative dance, they got “Fos- 
ter Child” lead child actor Kier Segundo 
spooked. The boy failed to go up the stage 
when his name was called to mark the end of 
the ceremony. 

National Artists Bienvenido Lumbera and 
Eddie Romero—whose digital film “Faces of 
Love” will be screened during the festival—al- 
so attended the opening ceremony. Other 
prize-winning independent filmmakers like 
Ellen Ongkeko-Marfil and Khavn dela Cruz al- 
so graced the event. 

The members of this year's selection com- 
mittee for short film feature are Emily Abrera, 
Johnny Delgado and Kidlat Tahimik. Full- 
length films selection committee members 
are Manet Dayrit, Jeffrey Jeturian, Robbie 
‘Tan, Nestor Torre and Juaniyo Arcellana. 

This year’s production and monitoring 
committee members are Marilou Diaz-Abaya 
and Cecile Gabonete, Cinemalaya resource 
persons are Tan, Tess Fuentes and Michael Id- 
ioma. 
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FILMMAKERS competing under the short-film category. 


